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Dear Santa Claus Parade Participant,
Welcome to the 2025 Bracebridge Santa Claus Parade!
This year’s theme is “Christmas in Bracebridge Over the Years” — celebrating the traditions, fashions, music, and holiday memories from decades past to today. We encourage you to decorate your float with theme of your favourite era — whether it’s the roaring 20s, the festive 50s, or even a futuristic take on what Christmas might look like years from now!
We’re thrilled to have over 70 floats and an expected 300+ participants this year. Together, you form a “small town” within Bracebridge, and Santa says it’s one of the biggest and most joyful parades he’s seen anywhere!
Staging Details
- Staging begins at 4:00 PM – please arrive early so we’re ready to start on time.
- Parade begins at 6:00 PM sharp.
- Larger floats (40ft+) will be staged on side streets as shown on the map. Please check your assigned float number and lineup spot on the attached map.
- Parade stewards in safety vests will be available to assist you.

Route
- The parade stages on James Street, continues down MacDonald to Manitoba, and winds through downtown to Ontario Street.
- At the end, floats may loop back carefully if returning to James Street.
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Important Reminders
  Music & Atmosphere: If your float is not providing its own live music or themed soundtrack, please tune into 99.5 Moose FM, which will be playing uninterrupted Christmas music from all eras during the parade. This will ensure a festive, continuous stream of music for the full hour.
  We also encourage local businesses with outdoor speakers to stream Moose FM live, creating a unified soundscape across downtown Bracebridge.
  Safety first: reflective material and flashlights recommended.
  Candy and handouts must be passed directly to spectators — never thrown.
  Spacing: keep a safe but steady distance between floats.
  Sound systems: please be mindful of volume levels to ensure a balanced experience for all.
Donations & Community Support
The Santa Claus Parade has always been a gift to the community, made possible by the tireless efforts of the Rotary Club of Bracebridge Muskoka Lakes. For many years, the Rotary has proudly covered the full cost of the parade, in addition to its many other projects that serve Bracebridge and beyond.
This year, we are inviting participants and supporters to partner with us in keeping the parade strong. Your contribution will not only help offset the costs of staging this magical event (permits, insurance, staging, logistics), but will also raise much-needed funds for the Mana Food Bank and the Salvation Army’s Christmas programs, bringing hope and joy to local families.
We suggest the following contribution levels:
· Community Supporter – $50
Helps cover staging, permits, and basic costs.
· Parade Partner – $150
Supports parade logistics while contributing to food and toy programs.
· Santa’s Helper – $300
Covers the cost of one float’s staging and provides meals and gifts to local families.

🎁 Recognition & Appreciation:
All contributors will be proudly acknowledged for their generosity through:
· A thank-you post and tag on Rotary and Parade social media pages
· Inclusion in the Parade website recognition list
· Mention in our after-parade community email blast, reaching local families, participants, and supporters
REGISTER HERE
https://forms.gle/GAzy7stVKvzgp9op6
Every dollar counts. Whether you choose one of the suggested levels or another amount, your support ensures the parade remains a joyful, inclusive celebration for all — while helping local families at Christmas.
How to contribute:
Indicate while registering your contribution amount and
E-transfer: rotaryclubbml@gmail.com (include “Parade and Name” in the comments)
Cheques: Rotary Club of Bracebridge Muskoka Lakes
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Best Float Competition
We’re excited to announce that this year’s parade will include a Best Float Competition!
The community will be invited to vote for their favourite floats using the Voting Booth in Memorial Park following the parade. Votes will be tallied, and the winners will be announced in a post-parade announcement shared publicly.
So bring your best creativity and holiday spirit — this is your chance to showcase your float and maybe even take home the title of Best Float in the 2025 Bracebridge Santa Claus Parade!
Kids’ Parade Game: Spot the Elf!
[bookmark: _Hlk210304509]This year, we’re making the parade even more fun for kids with a “Spot the Elf on the Float” game.
Here’s how it works:
· Several floats in the parade will have a hidden Elf (or another mischievous elf character) tucked into their decorations.
· Kids will be given a handout or checklist at the start of the parade with float numbers listed.
· As they watch the parade, they can check off which floats they spot the elf on.
· Completed sheets can be dropped off at the Voting Booth in Memorial Park, and kids will be entered into a prize draw for a festive treat or toy.
· 
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[bookmark: _Hlk210304488]Post-Parade

After the parade, Santa will host in Memorial Park, where families can gather for holiday photos and enjoy the festive spirit together.
This year, we’re especially excited to highlight the work being done on the new Bracebridge Band Shell — a project that will provide our community with a permanent home for live music, theatre, and cultural events right here in Memorial Park. The band shell will be a lasting legacy for Bracebridge, creating a place where future parades, concerts, and community celebrations can continue to bring people together.
Your support of the parade helps carry forward this same spirit of community building — and we can’t wait to celebrate even more milestones with you at the new band shell in the years to come.
Thank you for your creativity, your hard work, and your holiday spirit. The parade wouldn’t happen without you — and the joy you bring to thousands of spectators each year. Let’s make Santa proud and celebrate the magic of Christmas in Bracebridge… over the years!

With appreciation,
Scott Tayor & Bruce Reville
Santa Claus Parade Committee
Rotary Club of Bracebridge Muskoka Lakes
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Float Theme Ideas by Decade
1920s – Roaring 20s Christmas: flapper dresses, jazz bands, gramophones, black & gold décor.
1930s – Old-fashioned Christmas market, Depression-era homemade toys, simple decorations.
1940s – Wartime Christmas: soldiers coming home, Victory bonds posters, swing music, ration-era treats.
1950s – Classic Christmas: jukebox carols, Elvis holiday music, retro diner Santa stop.
1960s – “Peace & Love Christmas”: tie-dye, flower power Santa, VW van sleigh.
1970s – Disco Christmas: mirror balls, funky lights, ABBA Christmas.
1980s – Big hair & neon Christmas: boom boxes, leg warmers, “Santa on a skateboard.”
1990s – Toy craze Christmas: Furbies, Game Boys, “Home Alone” references, grunge Santa.
2000s – Tech Christmas: iPods, early cell phones, “Y2K survived Santa.”
2010s – Social media holiday: Instagram frames, emoji Christmas trees, LED everything.
2020s – Pandemic-era nod (masks, Zoom Santa, drive-by parades), or modern sustainability (eco-friendly décor, solar lights).
Future – “Christmas 2050”: space-age sleighs, robots, hologram Santa.
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