
From the Pastor . . . 
church.” You are church… 

Jesus often spoke about 
seeds, harvest, and fruit. 
This is the way Jesus’ king-
dom grows: organically – 
like planting a garden. This 
growth requires atmos-
phere: sunshine and rain. 
The atmosphere of your 
church is important. That 
atmosphere is kingdom 
culture. 

I believe the work we are 
about to undertake, creating 
Kingdom culture in this place, 
is vital to the existence and 
extension of Christ’s church. 
If we intend to be a church 
modeled after God’s plan, 
working by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and devoted to 
our Lord Jesus Christ, it be-
hooves us to commit our-
selves to the coming process. 
It is my prayer that this jour-
ney will bring us great joy, 
powerful witness, and growth 
beyond our imagining. 

There is a bumper sticker I’ve 
seen that says get in, buckle 
up, hold on! Perhaps that’s 
the warning sign we should 
put on the entrance doors. 
2020 vision, indeed! 

 Power to you! 

 Pastor Pat 

H 
appy New Year! 
Welcome to 2020! 
It’s a number that 

reminds me of vision. There 
was a time when I had 20/20 
vision. Not so much any-
more! 

And this is a year when we 
will begin to sharpen our vi-
sion here at Gloria Dei. Early 
February will see the arrival 
of the Church Doctors Minis-
try team to begin our consul-
tation on “Healthy Churches 
Thrive.” We began the pro-
cess this past year in our 
study of Dr. Kent Hunter’s 
book “Who Broke My 
Church?” We have continued 
our preparation with our 
small group study of Spiritual 
Gifts. And I have great ex-
pectations for what will occur 
in the coming months as, in 
cooperation with Church 
Doctors, we evaluate and 
implement their suggestions 
for personal spiritual growth 
and revitalization of Jesus’ 
church in this place. As we 
prepare for this adventure, 
let me quote Dr. Hunter from 
the study guide for “Who 
Broke My Church?” 

Here’s what I’ve come to 
learn: It’s not about what 
you do – it’s not another 
program. It’s about who 
you are, who you become. 
It is about taking on the 
culture of Jesus, Kingdom 
culture. This is how Jesus 
did it, launching the great-
est movement in the histo-
ry of this planet. Jesus em-
bedded his culture in a few 
disciples over a three-year 
period. You can do this, 
too! 

My prayer for you is this: far 
beyond being a group study 
(which this is not!), I pray the 
power of the Holy Spirit will 
renew you. The apostle Paul 
wrote about this to the 
church at Rome: “Do not be 
conformed to this world, but 
let God transform you with a 
complete renewal of the 
mind” (Romans 12:2). 

Don’t be offended by this, 
but most churches have 
drifted from God’s kingdom 
culture to some extent. King-
dom culture has five parts: 
(1) Values – what you con-
sider to be important; (2) 
Beliefs – what you under-
stand as truth; (3) Attitudes 
– your posture toward God; 
(4) Priorities – what you will 
always do first; and (5) 
Worldviews – how you un-
derstand the kingdom of 
God and the way it works. 

Most churches have drifted 
from this culture. Not on pur-
pose – it just happens. 
While churches fixate on 
programs and wear people 
out, Jesus focused on his 
disciples and built them up. 
He focused on Kingdom 
principles. Principles shape 
everything you do – who you 
are, 24 /7. You don’t “attend 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

From the  

Pastor 

1 

Praying For 2 

Health Ministry 

Corner 

3 

By Ann . . . 4 

Community 5 

Coming Up 7 

Ministry     

Services 

8 

Calendar 9 

G LOR I A  DE I  
L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 Annual    

Reports 

 Calico Beans 

 Israel Trip 

 Church 

Business 

Meeting 

 Three Day 

Prayer Vigil 

 

P A G E  1  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  

MESSENGER 



  Our Prayers are With You 

Please contact either Joyce Boddie, Gail Castle, Pastor Pat, 

or email the church office to add persons to our prayer list. 

We pray for many people whose names are not published. 

You are invited to join the intercessory prayer meeting on 

Monday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the church office. 

We pray for: 

 Healing for: Erin (MS), Joyce Cosce (cancer),  Rosemary Livesay, 

Kim Markie, Gordon, Elsy Hayne’s nephew (colon cancer), Wayne 

Beecher (rheumatoid arthritis), Rose Bakken, Carol Fasching, 

David Mata (recuperating from heart surgery), Naomi Moore, 

Richard Mata (stents), Greta Rinerson (knee surgery), Susan 

Olson, Marge (surgery) - we pray strength, healing & peace for all. 

 Comfort for those who have recently lost loved ones: the DeHart 

family (Sheri), the Nuessle family (Bonnie), the Rinerson family 

(Don’s sister & brother-in-law), Richard Mulder family (Gail’s 

cousin), Mlnarik family (John’s mom), Betty Cavanaugh’s family 

(Kandra’s mom), Orlando Estioko family (Rose Bakken’s uncle) 

 Our shut-ins: Joann Bakken, Virginia Fife, Ron Nuessle, Joan 

Rositano, Claudette Rezos, Lois Swanson, Arlette Grafft. 

 Strength & rest to the caregivers who assist in the care of others. 

 The ministries of GDLC: The Lord’s Pantry, and the Early Learning 

Center. 

 The ministries that we support with our benevolence dollars. 

 Provision and safety for the homeless. 

 Gloria Dei as we move into our “Healthy Churches Thrive” 

consultation. 

 Wisdom for leaders, provision for refugees from Central & South 

America. 

Lord in your mercy! Hear our prayers! 
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M E S S E N G E R  

Messenger article submissions are 
due in the church office by the 20th 
of each month.  Email  to: 

gdlcsj.office@gmail.com 

or drop it by the office. 

We are always looking for your short 

original poem, favorite recipe, or a 

pic of the great fish you caught!  

We’re community and we like to 

share who you are.    

Gloria Dei Staff 

Thank you for the 
wonderful gift we 
received  from you at 
Christmas. Your love 
and partnership in the 
Gospel in this place is a 
source of great joy for 
us! Peace and power to 
you! 

With love, 
Pat & Ann 



U.S. citizens, and all economic classes. 

The Defense Department continues to 

raise awareness and do its part to end 

this crime. 

At the forefront of the U.S.’s global 

effort to address human trafficking is 

the Department of State’s Office to 

Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 

Persons (TIP Office). The TIP Office 

partners with foreign governments, 

international organizations, civil 

society, and the private sector to 

develop and implement effective 

strategies to confront modern slavery. 

They pursue policies, partnerships, and 

practices that uphold the “3P” 

paradigm of prosecuting traffickers, 

protecting victims, and preventing 

traf f ick ing  -  the fundamenta l 

framework used around the world. 

Destiny Rescue, who we support, has 

had a record-breaking year of rescues: 

 In 2019 1,378 victims were 

rescued, 41% of them minors from 

18 mths to 17 years old. 

 They’ve had 53 successful raids, 

shutting down businesses that are 

trafficking in children. 

 109 arrests were made. 

 315 border crossing rescues. 

 

 

 

 

 

Around the world, 165 million 

children are exploited as workers on 

farms, in mines, in manufacturing 

and as domestic servants.  

D euteronomy 15:12 is not the 

case with human trafficking. 

Usually, it is not something the 

person has committed to 

themselves. They are not set free 

at any time unless they are rescued. 

We here at GDLC have helped 

reduce human trafficking by 

supporting Destiny Rescue when 

the representative came to tell us 

about it. It’s of ongoing concern. 

The following information is from 

the website: 

January is National Slavery and 

Human Trafficking Prevention 

Month. Human trafficking is a 

crime in which force, fraud or 

coercion is used to compel a 

person to perform labor, services 

or commercial sex. It affects all 

populations: adults, children, men, 

women, foreign nationals and 

Health Ministry Corner 
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Deuteronomy 15:12  If a fellow Hebrew, a man or 

woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years,  

in the seventh year you must let him go free. 

The month of January health designations:  Cervical Health Awareness Month, National Birth Defects 

Prevention Month, National Blood Donor Month, National Glaucoma Awareness Month, National Ra-

don Action Month, National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, Thyroid Awareness 

Month, National Folic Acid Awareness Week Jan 1-6, Healthy Weight Week Jan 14-20 

 

HEALTH SUNDAY 
JANUARY 5TH 

Come into Luther Hall for free 
blood pressure monitoring. Pre-
vention is better than a cure!! 
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This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask 

anything according to his will, he hears us. 1 John 5:14 

Your presence is requested … 

I don’t know about you but these words get my attention, especially 

if the return address is from somebody important. If this is an invita-

tion for a wedding or a ball I would be honored to be chosen. If it 

were the IRS I might not be so excited. But God calls to us everyday 

through out scripture inviting us into his presence through prayer 

and with thanksgiving. No fancy dress required and no special gift is 

expected other than your  desire to know him better in fellowship 

through the Holy Spirit.  

Your presence is requested to come … and the return address is the 

throne of our great King, almighty God. Come, just come. 

Let this time of the new year be a time to renew our commitment to 

daily time with God in scripture and prayer.  

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for making prayer possible so that I 
am able to be in your presence. I know that I am often distracted by 
the cares of this world and can only be faithful to you with your 
help. Please renew my dedication daily so that I will grow closer to 
you, to know you more and be able to live my life for you alone, 
serving others as your kingdom draws near. Amen 

By Ann Fitzgerald 



P A G E  5  

  

“Faith never knows 

where it is being 

led, but it loves and 

knows the One who 

is leading.” 

Oswald Chambers   

Calico Beans 

The Recipe Box  Calico Beans 

M E S S E N G E R  

SHARED BY . . . Joyce Boddie! Great for a cold winter day. 

 
  Special Designation for January 
  is the Early Learning Center! 

 1 lb hamburger 

 1/2 lb chopped bacon (can fry 

then crumble) 

 1 cup chopped onion 

 1 lb can kidney beans 

 1 lb can butter beans 

 1 tsp salt 

 1/4 to 1/2 cup brown sugar 

 1 tsp dry mustard 

 2 tsp vinegar 

 1/2 cup ketchup 

 1 lb can pork & beans 

Partly drain beans. Brown hamburger, bacon (if not fried before), and onions. Then drain. Put 

in pot. Add other ingredients. Mix well. Cook until hot. (You can make it in a crockpot or bake 

it in the oven 40 minutes at 350° if you want.) 

Un-Decorate the Church 

Time to Box it all up! 
 

Come help us pack up 
this year’s decorations. 

 

Saturday 
January 11th 
@ 10:00 am 

 
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 

Perspectives is a unique,    
advanced discipleship course 
that is 16 weeks long. 

This year it’s held in 3 
locations in the area, 
Cupertino, Milpitas or Santa 
Cruz on Sunday, Monday or 

Tuesday evenings. 
 

For info: 
info@perspectives@gmail.com 
Or call 888-777-3806  
Details can be found at 

perspectives.org 
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In November a group of us from Gloria Dei joined with 25 folks from Minnesota and Wisconsin to visit 

Jordan and the Holy Land. It was truly an amazing journey! In Jordan, from Petra, to Mount Nebo, to the 

baptismal site of Jesus on the River Jordan; and then in Israel, beginning in and around Galilee, then on to 

Jerusalem, with Masada and Ein Gedi, the site of the finding of the Qumran scrolls, thrown in, we were 

taught by excellent guides. 

Here we are on the Temple Mount. From left to 

right, back row: Pete Castonguay, Pastor Pat, and 

Ben Tobin; Front row: Minda and Tony Fitzgerald 

(yes, he’s wearing a skirt – he was wearing shorts 

and bare knees are not allowed on the Temple 

Mount) Ann, and Kandra Tobin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most moving site for me (Pastor Pat) was St. Peter Gallicantu, 

which translates to St Peter of the Cock Crow. There is a church 

on the site of the home of the high priest Caiaphas, where Jesus 

was tried on the night of His betrayal, and where Peter denied 

Jesus three times. The picture shows Peter and his three 

accusers, with the rooster on top of the pillar. I suppose this was 

most impactful for me because I’ve always identified with Peter – 

you know, speaking too quickly for his own good, and denying the 

Lord in a tight spot. The words on the front of the statue are “Non 

novi illum,” quoting Peter from Luke 22:57,  “I do not even know 

him!” 

The ultimate in denial is just barely seen in this picture – in the 

background to the left of the statue is the dome of the Rock, which 

sits on the Temple Mount – a Temple many in Islam refuse to 

admit ever existed. 

Please join us at the Congregational Business meeting on January 

26th where we will give a slide presentation of our tour! 

  Pastor Pat 

OUR ISRAEL TRIP 



 

Annual Reports for the upcoming 

Congregational Business Meeting are due from 

all teams and organizations of the church by 

January 20th 

Please email your report (as a Word Doc) to 

Libby Nelson, at: 

nelsonej2012@yahoo.com 

This year, the elected 

members to positions in 

the congregation are: 

● Dick & Libby Nelson - 

At large member 

● David Livesay - At large 

member 

● Jon Kromrey - Team 

Leader 

● Barbara McCalment - 

Treasurer 

● Wendy Kromrey - At 

large member 

● Holly Hawkes - Audit 

Team 

 

CONGREGATIONAL 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Note it on your calendars! 

January 26th 

Potluck @ 5:30 pm 

Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

We’ll be sharing a 

slide show of the  

Israel Trip 

WORLD-WIDE PRAYER VIGIL 

 The world-wide church body of the LCMC calls eve-
ry congregation, member, and pastor to set aside 
some time each day for prayer. 

 From your home, plan to be a part of this time each 
day. 

 Prayer guides are printed and available in the 
church narthex. 

 The prayer prompts will also be available online at 
www.gdlcsj.com 

January 7th - 9th 
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January 

MINISTRY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH 

 01-05 Lessa Hawkes 

01-12 Katherine DeHart 

01-19 Ushers 

01-26 Ushers 

  

01-05 Sylvia Smith 

01-12  

01-19  

01-26  

  

01-05 Ann Fitzgerald 

01-12 Karen Hokanson 

01-19 Ann Fitzgerald 

01-26 Karen Hokanson 

  

01-05 Jon Kromrey 

01-12 Joyce Boddie 

01-19 Donna Zimmerman 

01-26 Jane Hendricks 

  

01-05 Wendy Kromrey 

01-12 Wendy Kromrey 

01-19 Wendy Kromrey 

01-26 Wendy Kromrey 

  

01-05 Daniel Schwartz 

01-12 Jane Hendricks 

01-19 Barbara McCalment 

01-26 Sylvia Smith 

  

01-05 Rikky Bakken 

01-12 John Mlnarik 

01-19 Rikky Bakken 

01-26 John Mlnarik 

  

ACO LYTES ASSISTING MINISTERS COFFEE HOSTS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS POWER POINT READERS 

SOUND & LIGHTS USHERS 

Gail Castle 

TELLERS 

WORSHIP PREPARATION 

Dan/Jean Rinerson, Barbara McCalment, Robert Borregard 

Joyce Boddie, Barbara McCalment 

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

NOTE: If you can help fill in some of the holes on the Coffee & Flower Charts, 

please sign up on the kiosk or call the church office . . . Thank you!! 

January Birthdays 

  

  

  

  

  

01-05 Joyce Cosce 

01-12 Ernie Moore 

01-15 Holly Hawkes 

01-15 Claudette Rezos 

01-27 Rosa Maria Livesay 

01-27 Raina West 

01-28 Libby Nelson 

01-29 Jean Rinerson 

  

  

01-05  

01-12 Ernie/Naomi Moore in celebration of Ernie’s Bday 

01-19  

01-26  

  



January Calendar

01/13 -  Lord’s Pantry Board         
meeting 3pm 

01/21 -  Leadership Team    
meeting 6:30pm 

01/22- ELC Board meeting 
3:30pm 

Mondays 9am - Prayer meeting 
in church office 

 

Meetings 

Special Happenings 

01/ 04- Men’s Breakfast 8am 

01/07 to 01/09 - Three Days of Prayer, 

World-wide prayer vigil 

01/11 - Clean up Christmas Décor in  

sanctuary 10am 

01/26 - Congregational Business meeting 

and Potluck with Israel slide show 

5:30pm 

Newsletter submission deadline is the 
20th of each month! 

Sundays 11am: Sanctuary 

Mondays 10am: Luther Hall 

Wednesdays 7pm: Luther Hall  

      (with shared  
       supper 6:15pm) 

1st & 3rd Weds 11am: Worship & 

Fellowship (bring sack lunch) 

Small Groups 



  January 2020  

    GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

    121 SOUTH WHITE ROAD  

    SAN JOSE,   CA 95127-2993 

  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION~FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  408-729-7563          GDLC Web Site: www.gdlcsj.com 

OFFICE HOURS:  Varies                                     CHURCH EMAIL:  gdlcsj.office@gmail.com 

CHURCH STAFF PHONE #’S 
    

Pastor:  J. Patrick Fitzgerald Pastor’s phone: 408-899-4343 
Music Director:  David Bakken Music Director:  408-858-9610 
Office Staff:  Stacey Dier Office: 408-729-7563   Fax: 408-729-7578 
Parish Nurse:  Donna Zimmerman Parish Nurse office:  408-729-7563   
Sunday School Director: Wendy Kromrey  

In cases of emergency, please call Pastor at -  

ELC Preschool Director:  Maria Nugent                   Preschool:  408-272-0321  
www.gloriadeipreschool.com - gdelcdirector@yahoo.com 

Lord’s Pantry Director:  Mary DeHart-Madson         Lord’s Pantry:  408-258-7563 

                                                                                        www.lordspantrygdlcsj.com - LordsPantry@aol.com 

DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATION 

Sunday Bulletin:  Each Wednesday by noon  

Monthly Newsletter: Due the 20th of each month. 

Christmas 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

mailto:272-0321/gdelcdirector@yahoo.com

