
 

From the Pastor . . . 
As I think about U.S. Church 

history, the middle of the 20th 
century marked the apex of 

denominational church partici-
partion in our culture. 

Churches were full and the 
influence of the faith was pre-

dominant. But something went 
wrong. As Ms. Anderson 
points out, the downward 

slope of participation in those 
churches continues.  

As an aside I can’t help but 
note that many of the 
“nondenominational evangeli-

cal churches” which Ms. An-
derson notes are perhaps ac-

tually within denominations 
but don’t advertise as such. As 

an example, two megachurch-
es I am familiar with which 

don’t focus on their denomi-
nationalism, instead reaching 

out to the nondenominational 
community: Church of the 

Resurrection in Kansas City is 
Methodist; Saddleback Church 

in Orange County is Southern 
Baptist. Removing the denomi-

national identity from their 
signs or materials doesn’t 
change the theology, connec-

tion, or influence of their de-
nominational connections. 

They continue to thrive. 

But one thing is for certain: 

Jesus said, “I will build my 
Church, and the gates of hell 
will not prevail against 

it.” (Matthew 16:18) Jesus will 
build His Church with or  

(continued on page 4) 
  

B 
arbara McCalment 

passed on an article 
from the Wall Street 

Journal, February 20, 2020, 
entitled, “Thank God, Ameri-

can Churches Are Dying.” It’s 
written by Ericka Andersen, 

and it’s not what you think at 
first glance. She writes: 

As thousands of churches 

close across the U.S., many 
fret about the inevitable 

decline of faith in American 
life. Congregational demise 
is troubling, but underre-

ported data suggest that 
fear of a secularizing Ameri-

ca may be overwrought. A 
religious renewal could be 

on the horizon. 

It’s true that denomination-
based churches—Methodist, 

Baptist, Episcopal, Catho-
lic—have been on a down-

ward slope for years. But 
nondenominational evangeli-

cal churches are growing in 
number, from 54,000 in 

1998 to 84,000 in 2012, 
according to the Journal for 

the Scientific Study of Reli-
gion. Pew Research data 

show a similar trend contin-
uing to the present, with 

steep declines among main-
line churches as evangelical 

ones keep popping up. And 
42% of these new congrega-
tions report growing at-

tendance, data from Lifeway 
Research shows. 

In our present study of the 
book “Discover Your Win-

dows” by Kent Hunter, as well 

as our consultation process 
with Church Doctor Ministries, 

we are considering what it 
means to be Jesus’ Church. 

That means we are taking a 
long, serious, soul-searching 

look at just how we match up 
to God’s plan for the Church. 
Taking off the blinders and ad-

dressing the true differences 
between the Holy Spirit’s direc-

tion and our own desires can 
be a painful undertaking. No-

body goes out of their way to 

focus on change. George Barna, 
founder of the Barna Group, a 

market research firm specializ-
ing in the religious beliefs and 

behavior of Americans, has said, 
“American Christianity has 

largely failed since the middle of 
the 20th century because Jesus’ 

modern-day disciples do not act 
like Jesus. They fail to represent 

Him well, not because they are 
incapable of Christ-like behav-

ior or out of an absence of 
good intentions, but because 
they do not think like Him.”  
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  Our Prayers are With You 

Please contact either Joyce Boddie, Gail Castle, Pastor Pat, 

or email the church office to add persons to our prayer list. 

We pray for many people whose names are not published. 

You are invited to join the intercessory prayer meeting on 

Monday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the church office. 

We pray for: 

 Healing for Logan LaRash (heart), Erin (MS), Rosemary Livesay, 

Gordon, Elsy Hayne’s nephew (colon cancer), Wayne Beecher 

(rheumatoid arthritis), Rose Bakken, Naomi Moore, Susan Olson, Frank 

Acosta (knee surgery), Aase’s sister Eva (heart surgery), Mike DeHart 

(upcoming surgery), Anna Friend of Aase (stroke), Therese Fransen - we 

pray strength, healing & peace for all. 

 Comfort for those who have recently lost loved ones: DeHart family 

(Sheri), Nuessle family (Bonnie and Ron’s brother), Mlnarik family (John’s 

mom), Betty Cavanaugh’s family (Kandra’s mom), Orlando Estioko family 

(Rose Bakken’s uncle), Jeanie Whyte’s family & friends, Martha Perez’ 

family, Bakken family (Joann and Dee), Fasching family (Carol), Correia 

and Carlson family (Naomi, Ledia’s niece), Williams family (Lorie, Troy’s 

mom), Schwartz family (Daniel’s grandpa), Owen family (Walt, Minda 

Fitzgerald’s dad), Ude family (Tine).  

 Our shut-ins: Virginia Fife, Ron Nuessle, Joan Rositano, Claudette 

Rezos, Lois Swanson, Arlette Grafft, Rosemary Livesay.  

 Strength & rest to the caregivers who assist in the care of others.  

 The ministries of GDLC: The Lord’s Pantry, the Early Learning Center, 

the Convalescent Hospital Ministry. 

 The ministries that we support with our benevolence dollars.  

 Provision and safety for the homeless. 

 Gloria Dei for direction and motivation in our “Healthy Churches Thrive” 

consultation. Come Holy Spirit!  

 Our nation, to heal our divisions with truth, justice & honesty.  

 Christ the Life Lutheran Church and its pastor Ken Jenks as they move 

into a new chapter in their lives with Pastor Jenks move. 

Lord in your mercy! Hear our prayers! 
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Messenger article submissions are 
due in the church office by the 20th 
of each month.  Email  to: 

gdlcsj.office@gmail.com 

or drop it by the office. 

We are always looking for your short 

original poem, favorite recipe, or a 

pic of the great fish you caught!  

We’re community and we like to 

share who you are.    

Gloria Dei Staff 

MARCH 8 

Change your 

clocks!! 



 Eye Institute 

 Neuropsychology 

 Pain Management Center 

 Sleep Center 

There is also medical acupuncture, 

medical hypnosis, biofeedback, 

psychotherapy, and massage therapy. 

Expert Care 

The Stanford Multiple Sclerosis 

Center is designated as one of two 

Centers for Comprehensive Care in 

NorCal. It’s located within the 

Stanford Neuroscience Health 

Center. The building also contains an 

onsite infusion center and pharmacy. 

Because of this, you can save time 

and energy by consolidating multiple 

appointments into a single visit. 

Their MS specialists and researchers 

also are involved in a number of 

research studies to understand the 

MS disease course and improve MS 

disease management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T his is Multiple Sclerosis 

E d u c a t i o n  a n d 

Awareness Month.  With new 

treatment available due to 

ongoing research there is more 

hope for the future for those  

afflicted with MS. The following 

article is from the website: 

Comprehensive Care for 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Multiple Sclerosis is a chronic 

disease for which there is no 

standard treatment or cure. Every 

person with MS has different 

needs and requires a tailored 

treatment plan. We use a 

comprehensive, multispecialty 

approach to design a treatment 

plan for your specific needs. It 

includes: 

 Neurologic Rehabilitation 

Health Ministry News 
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Lamentations 3:21  Yet this I call to mind, and 

therefore I have hope. 

The month of March health designations:   

Hemophilia Awareness Month, Juvenile Arthritis month, Multiple Sclerosis Education & Awareness month, 

National Brain Injury Awareness month, National Colorectal Cancer Awareness month, National Kidney 

month, National Endometriosis Awareness month, National Nutrition month, Save Your Vision  month. 

 

HEALTH SUNDAY 
March 1st 

In Luther Hall after the service. 
Come into the classroom for 

blood pressure screening! 
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(From the Pastor...continued from page 1) 

 

without the cooperation of those who 

claim to be faithful but do not think 

like He does. Ms. Anderson con-

cludes: 

Complacency is dangerous, but it’s 

important to realize that religion in 

the U.S. is far from dead. With a 

vibrant, new church landscape on 

the scene, there will be no shortage 

of options to choose from as mil-

lions of Americans again find their 

footing in faith. A selection of 

churches may be dying, but their 

replacements are alive, well and re-

generating in ways the American 

church has never seen before. 

We have a choice to make. In the fu-

ture will we be counted among the 

number of church closures due to an 

inability to reflect Kingdom values in 

this place? Or, will we pick up the 

gauntlet, get into the Word, learn to 

see things from God’s perspective and 

not our own, and contribute to the 

coming revival, being ourselves re-

newed and empowered for the task 

ahead? What’s it going to be? Join us 

in renewal! 

 

 Power to you! 

 Pastor Pat 

Leadership Team Meeting was February, 18, 2020 . 
. . Here are some highlights! 
 
Healthy Churches Thrive:  
First meetings with Tracy were Feb 4th - 6th. A special 
“Thank You” to Wendy Kromrey and Jean Rinerson for 
their extra effort to schedule all our meetings. 
 
Solar Project:  
Still waiting for completion of formal Site Survey done by 
K-12 Energy Staff. A brief visit was conducted by them in 
mid-February. 
 
Early Learning Center: 
Currently has 20 students. Recruitment for Fall has be-
gun. 
Needs:  play yard water faucet needs repair, windows 

need admustment. We are seeking a handyper-
son who could fix these minor things. 

Playground improvements are on the agenda, we are 
seeking a grant to pay for these. 
Fencing around the front of the ELC building is being con-
sidered to improve ELC security. 
 
The Lord’s Pantry: 
Total families served in January: 2596; Homeless: 530 
Numbers of people served is up 27% 
Community volunteer numbers are very low. 
 
Parish Nurse: 
Donna continues to provide articles for Bulletin and Mes-
senger. She serves about 60+ individuals each month 
through informal contacts at church, home visits, phone 
consults, transportation to appointments. 
She does monthly Blood Pressure checks, but those have 
not been well attended recently. 

“If God is the creator of the entire 

universe, then it must follow that 

He is the Lord of the whole 

universe. No part of the world is 

outside of His lordship. That 

means that no part of my life 

must be outside His lordship.” 

R. C. Sproul 
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“I have a Creator  

who knew all 

things, even before 

they were made -  

even me, his poor 

little child.” 

St. Patrick    

Irish Potato 

Pancakes 

The Recipe Box  Irish Potato Pancakes 

H E A L T H  

SHARED BY . . . Stacey, your church Admin!  

 
  Special Designation for March 
  is the Youth! 

DON’T FORGET! - Thrivent Choice Dollars for 2019 need to be directed by 
March 31, 2020.  

 2 lbs Gold potatoes, peeled 

 3/4 cup milk 

 1 1/4 tsps salt 

 1 large egg 

 1/3 cup flour 

 1/4 tsp black pepper 

 1 to 2 Tblsp butter 

Oven 200° 

- Dice half of the potatoes, cover them in water in sauce-
pan, salt generously then bring to boil, lower heat and sim-
mer till tender (about 8 mins) 

- Grate remaining potatoes. Toss with 1/4 tsp salt and put 
in strainer to drain them, set aside. 

 - When boiled potatoes are ready, drain and return to pot. 
Add 1/4 cup of the milk and mash until smooth. 

- Press grated potatoes against side of strainer to remove 
liquid, add them to mashed potatoes. 

- Mix egg, remaining 1/2 cup milk, flour, pepper, and 1 tsp 
salt in a large bowl until smooth. Add potatoes and stir. 

- Heat fry pan. Add butter to coat. Drop about 1/4 cup of potato batter into pan for each pancake, 
spread each to about 1/4 thick. Cook about 4-5 minutes on each side till golden brown on each side. 

The Church Doctors presentation Oral Report 

to the congregation will be on 

APRIL 19TH!! 

There will be a potluck beforehand. 

Potluck: 5:00 PM, presentation 6:00 pm 
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Are you a C.S. Lewis fan? 

Enjoy a wonderful stage play  
at the Montgomery Theater     

in San Jose 

 

PLAYING 

MARCH 11 - MARCH 15 
Tickets are $60 

The year is 1963 and C.S. Lewis, the famous British author, is hosting a group of 
American writers at his home near Oxford. They are about to experience a captivat-
ing evening with a man whose engaging conversation and spontaneous humor 
made him one of the great raconteurs of his day. 

Seated in his living room and in front of a warm fire, he recalls the people and 
events that inspired his thoughts and shaped his life; of his friendship with J.R.R. 
Tolkien; why he nearly abandoned the Chronicles of Narnia; how he came to em-
brace Christianity, and of the American woman who turned his life upside-down. 

Described by critics as “Extraordinary!”, “A Must See!” and “A Master Class!”, An 
Evening with C.S. Lewis has proved again and again to be an enthralling theatrical 
experience and one which has led many thousands to discover (or rediscover) the 
continuing impact of a man who died over 50 years ago and whose collected works 
made him one of the literary giants of the 20th Century. 

I AM PATRICK 
PREMIERING MARCH 17 

A docudrama that tells the epic story of Ireland’s 
patron saint. Starring John Rhys-Davis (of the 
Lord of the Rings fame) 

                I STILL BELIEVE 
         PREMIERING MARCH 20 

 
The true story of Christian musician 
Jeremy Camp and his first wife who 
was diagnosed with cancer shortly 
before they were married. 

Christian Movies 

Coming in March!! 



March 

MINISTRY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH 

 03-01 Lessa Hawkes 

03-08 Katherine DeHart 

03-15 Ushers 

03-22 Ushers 

03-29 Ushers 

03-01 Eva Duffy 

03-08  

03-15 Sylvia Smith 

03-22 Robert Borregard 

03-29  

03-01 Ann Fitzgerald 

03-08 Libby Nelson 

03-15 Ann Fitzgerald 

03-22 Libby Nelson 

03-29  

03-01 Jon Kromrey 

03-08 Joyce Boddie 

03-15 Donna Zimmerman 

03-22 Jane Hendricks 

03-29 Holly Hawkes 

03-01 Wendy Kromrey 

03-08 Wendy Kromrey 

03-15 Wendy Kromrey 

03-22 Wendy Kromrey 

03-29 Wendy Kromrey 

03-01 Barbara McCalment 

03-08 Sylvia Smith 

03-15 Ernie Moore 

03-22 Rosanna Myers 

03-29 Gail Castle 

03-01 Rikky Bakken 

03-08 John Mlnarik 

03-15 Rikky Bakken 

03-22 John Mlnarik 

03-29 Rikky Bakken 

ACO LYTES ASSISTING MINISTERS COFFEE HOSTS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS POWER POINT READERS 

SOUND & LIGHTS USHERS 

Gail Castle 

TELLERS 

WORSHIP PREPARATION 

Bob Martinez, Dennis Eliason, Nick Martinez, Dick Nelson 

Dan and Jean Rinerson 

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

NOTE: If you can help fill in some of the holes on the Coffee & Flower Charts, 

please sign up on the kiosk or call the church office . . . Thank you!! 

March Birthdays 

  

  

  

  

  

03-02 Elizabeth Fraasch 

03-03 Curtis Batt 

03-05 Alex Kromrey 

03-13 Rachel Smay 

03-23 Daniel Schwartz 

03-25 Dick Nelson 

03-27 Jessica Smay 

03-29 Abigail Fraasch 

  

  

03-01  

03-08 Ernie/Naomi Moore for Glory to God 

03-15 Hokanson in memory of Wayne Hokanson 

03-22 Dick/Libby Nelson in celebration of Dick’s birthday 

03-29 Karen Hokanson memory Joan Balcom & Earl Hokanson 



March Calendar

03/09 -  Lord’s Pantry Board         
meeting 3pm 

03/17 -  Leadership Team meet-
ing 6:30pm 

03/25- ELC Board meeting 

Mondays 9am - Prayer meeting 
in church office 

 

Meetings 
Sundays 11am: Sanctuary 

Mondays 10am: Luther Hall 

Wednesdays 7pm: Luther Hall  

      (with shared  
       supper 6:15pm) 

1st & 3rd Weds 11am: Worship & 

Fellowship/S (bring sack lunch) 

 

Small Groups 

Special Happenings 

03/07 - Men’s Breakfast 8am 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter submission deadline is the 
20th of each month! 



  March 2020  

    GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

    121 SOUTH WHITE ROAD  

    SAN JOSE,   CA 95127-2993 

  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION~FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  408-729-7563          GDLC Web Site: www.gdlcsj.com 

OFFICE HOURS:  Varies                                     CHURCH EMAIL:  gdlcsj.office@gmail.com 

CHURCH STAFF PHONE #’S 
    

Pastor:  J. Patrick Fitzgerald Pastor’s phone: 408-899-4343 
Music Director:  David Bakken Music Director:  408-858-9610 
Office Staff:  Stacey Dier Office: 408-729-7563   Fax: 408-729-7578 
Parish Nurse:  Donna Zimmerman Parish Nurse office:  408-729-7563   
Sunday School Director: Wendy Kromrey  

In cases of emergency, please call Pastor at -  

ELC Preschool Director:  Maria Nugent                   Preschool:  408-272-0321  
www.gloriadeipreschool.com - gdelcdirector@yahoo.com 

Lord’s Pantry Director:  Mary DeHart-Madson         Lord’s Pantry:  408-258-7563 

                                                                                        www.lordspantrygdlcsj.com - LordsPantry@aol.com 

DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATION 

Sunday Bulletin:  Each Wednesday by noon  

Monthly Newsletter: Due the 20th of each month. 

Christmas 

mailto:272-0321/gdelcdirector@yahoo.com

