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"By this we know that we abide in him and he in us... 1 John 4:13
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From the Pastor
I can’t tell you enough how important prayer is
to our mission, purpose, vision and process as a
church. That’s why I spent the last month
focusing on that issue. As we come to the
end of our sermon series on prayer, I need
to say that this can’t be the end of the tolic;
it must be just the beginning. Quoting
from my message on June 27, “Hudson
Taylor, an English missionary to China in
the last half of the 18th century and
founder of the China Inland Mission, once
said, ‘God's will done God's way will never
lack God's supply.’ It's God’s will, but it's
also God's will done God's way.” And I
don’t believe we can know or do God’s will
without surrounding it, undergirding it,
bathing it, preceding it with concentrated
and continual prayer. Following is part of
an article from the website ibelieve.com and
written by Debbie McDaniel:

reminds us that the church is more than
just a building or a gathering place of
people. And it’s much bigger than any
single denomination, social status, or
country. The church quite simply is the
body of believers all around the world
who confess Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior. It is referred to in the Bible as the
Greek word “ekklesia” and is defined as
“an assembly,” or the “called out ones.”

The Bible is filled with reminders of how
important it is to pray for one another. Jesus
gave us the best example as He prayed for
those who followed Him. Paul also left us
prayers written for the churches he had
visited over time. The truth that rings
through all is this: “Keep on praying”
(Matthew 7:7), “Pray at all times”
(Ephesians 6:18), “Pray continually” (1
Thessalonians 5:17).

In a world that is often very dark, and in
times that we know the end is drawing
nearer, may we be found faithfully
praying for one another until Christ’s
return. Many believers are persecuted,
even killed, daily all around our world.
Many are being intimidated by others
around them, or are ridiculed and
attacked because of their beliefs. We can
be sure of this – Satan is very aware of the
power of our prayers. And he will do
everything he can to render us ineffective
and to silence our voices. May God help
us to recognize those traps and do all we

It’s that important.
So, if we’re called to pray for the “church,”
what is the church, exactly? The Bible

cont' on pg 7

Current Prayer Needs

Our Prayers Are With You

Kim Markie as she begins her radiation treatments.
Eva for restoration of health and safety at home.
Mary Ann as she works with her husband recovering
from a stroke and her brother in hospice
The Lord’s Pantry as they recover from the fire.
Safety and protection for the homeless.
ELC: for continued staffing, for families and children
attending, for prayer partners for the prayer pod
associated with the ELC. Also, we pray for the
renovations needed and in process in the preschool
yard.
We welcome the new office administrator Ligia Oliveira.
Betty J. as she processes the loss of her husband
Tim for continued health problems
We pray for the healing of Lynn’s neighbor Pat Pierson.
After successful lung cancer surgery she is now in the
hospital with breathing issues due to blood clots in her
lungs. Give her healing and give comfort to her husband
Scott and the family.

For Dan and Jean as they start this new chapter in their lives.
May they find the right home, church and some good
friends. Thank you for all they have added to our
congregation over these years.
We ask your blessing on Grace’s son, Richard as he waits for a
kidney transplant.
Ernie’s sister-in-law Bonnie with health issues.
Donna’s friend Marge with months to live. Keep her as
comfortable as possible while she waits to meet the Lord.
Friends of the Livesay's shot during a home invasion. Gary
died and his wife Wendy is in critical condition. We ask for
healing for Wendy and comfort for the family.
We pray for families who have lost loved ones. Mim Gould and
the family of Gary Gould following his death this past week,
for the comfort and presence of the Holy Spirit. Gary Gould
was associate pastor with Pastor Larson during the 70’s.
Praying condolences for Arlene’s family after her passing
Saturday morning. Her daughter Kristi has lupus and is not
well. We pray for peace, comfort and healing.

Praise and Thanksgiving
We continue to pray for
Ron Nuessle, Joan Rositano, Claudette
Rezos, Rosemary Livesay, Eva Duffy,
Gilda and Julian Carlsen
Remember our shut-ins. Send them a card and
let them know you are thinking of them.
Addresses are in the directory.

Carol Fadness at home after
successful hip surgery.
Christine at home after successful
valve replacement.
Baby Boy was born to Joy (Pross) and TJ
Goldenberg on June 22nd. Shoshanna
is excited to be a Big Sister!

To submit a prayer request: Please contact Joyce Boddie,
Gail Castle, or Pastor Pat. You may also email the church
office to add people to the Prayer List. We Pray for many
people whose names are not published.
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Your Benevolence Gifts at Work
ONE STEP CLOSER

Mark and Landa Keirstead (former members of GDLC) are the founders of OSC
One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding Inc. is an award-winning equestrian organization
using the human-horse relationship to help participants achieve their full potential
physically, emotionally, and spiritually to be all that God intends for them to be.
They offer therapeutic riding and other equine-assisted-therapy to individuals with
physical and/or emotional disabilities, and to U.S. Veterans recovering from physical
and emotional trauma of war. Whether on horseback, or playing ground games, these
activities assist healing and physical development, stimulate learning, and build
confidence and self-esteem. OSC puts 2000 seats in the saddle each year!
The special bond that develops between rider and horse is very important. It
motivates the participants in therapeutic activities. At One Step Closer, we nurture
this relationship using natural horsemanship methodologies. Our Program Director is
trained in the art of natural horsemanship and blends these skills into the therapeutic curriculum to offer a total
equine experience. This makes One Step Closer a truly unique program.
One Step Closer is a Christian-based organization. In the Christian faith we are called to serve those with
special needs (Luke 14:13). One Step Closer is created to respond to this calling without bias of race, economic
status, or religious beliefs.
At One Step Closer, we embrace natural horsemanship techniques for developing the emotional fitness of the
horses and for teaching humans the language of the horse. Participants are taught how to read a horse, to
understand the horse’s needs, emotions, responses, and questions.
I am a horse.
You are the predator,
I am the prey.
If you want me
to understand,
then learn my language.
If you want to lead,
then show you are
worthy of my trust.
If you want my respect,
give me my dignity.
If you want a horse, let me be
the way God made me.
I am a horse.
– One Step Closer, 2006

Learning how to communicate
with a horse, participants will:

Know how to be safe
around a horse
Develop a strong
relationship with the
horse
Strengthen the horse’s
confidence and
emotional fitness
Become effective leaders,
respected and
appreciated by the horse
Learn how to apply these
lessons to human
relationships
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Proverbs 22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge,
but the simple keep going and suffer for it.
In our city, it is illegal to have even “safe and sane “fireworks. It doesn’t seem to keep a lot of the
people from setting all kinds of them off anyway. It risks setting fire to dry hills & roofs and
burning people. The following information is from the National Safety Council website:

Leave Fireworks to the Experts

Summer is synonymous with barbecues, parades and fireworks. The National Safety Council
advises everyone to enjoy fireworks at public displays conducted by professionals, and not to use
any fireworks at home. They may be legal but they are not safe.
In 2017, eight people died and over 12,000 were injured badly enough to require medical
treatment after fireworks-related incidents. Of these, 50% of the injuries were to children and
young adults under age 20. Over two-thirds (67%) of injuries took place from June 16 to July 16.
And while the majority of these incidents were due to amateurs attempting to use professionalgrade, homemade or other illegal fireworks or explosives, an estimated 1,200 injuries were from
less powerful devices like small firecrackers and sparklers.
Additionally, fireworks start an average of 18,500 fires each year, including 1,300 structure
fires, 300 vehicle fires and nearly 17,000 other fires.

If You Choose to Use Legal Fireworks

If consumer fireworks are legal to buy where you live and you choose to use them,
be sure to follow the following safety tips:
Never point or throw fireworks at another
Never allow young children to handle
person
fireworks
Only light one device at a time and maintain
Older children should use them only under
a safe distance after lighting
close adult supervision
Never ignite devices in a container
Never use fireworks while impaired by drugs
Do not try to re-light or handle
or alcohol
malfunctioning fireworks
Anyone using fireworks or standing nearby
Soak both spent and unused fireworks in
should wear protective eyewear
water for a few hours before discarding
Never hold lighted fireworks in your hands
Keep a bucket of water nearby to fully
Never light them indoors
extinguish fireworks that don't go off or in
Only use them away from people, houses and
case of fire
flammable material
Never use illegal fireworks
Better yet grab a blanket.... kick back & let the experts handle the fireworks show

Sparklers Are Dangerous

Every year, young children can be found along parade routes and at festivals with sparklers in
hand, but sparklers are a lot more dangerous than most people think. Sparklers burn at about
2,000 degrees – hot enough to melt some metals. Sparklers can quickly ignite clothing, and
children have received severe burns from dropping sparklers on their feet. According to the
National Fire Protection Association, sparklers alone account for more than 25% of emergency
room visits for fireworks injuries. For children under 5 years of age, sparklers account for nearly
half of estimated injuries. Consider using safer alternatives, such as glow sticks, confetti poppers
or colored streamers.
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From the compilation,
The One-year Book of Hymns
Edited by Kathryn S. Olson

Battle Hymn of the Republic
Julia Ward Howe wrote these lyrics in the heart of the
Civil War. Her purpose was to provide some
wholesome lyrics for the tune of “John Brown’s
Body Lies A-moldering in the Grave.” She
accomplished that and more. When President
Abraham Lincoln first heard the hymn, he asked
to have it sung again.
The text is filled with biblical allusions. The
expression, “grapes of wrath” refers to
Revelation 14:19; the sounding trumpet is
probably from Revelation 8. For the Christian,
the message of this song is that God’s Truth is
Eternal. Although circumstances may appear
overwhelmingly difficult, God will still
accomplish His purposes, and His truth will
endure.
It can be dangerous to identify political
causes or even national patriotism with God’s
truth. Nations may rise and fall, but God’s truth
remains forever. “His truth is marching on.”
After that, the end will come, when he will turn the
Kingdom over to God the Father, having destroyed
every ruler and authority and power. For Christ must
reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath his feet.
And the last enemy to be destroyed is death.

I Corinthians 15:24-26

Battle Hymn of the Republic
Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910)

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,
He is trampling out the vintage where
the grapes of wrath are stored;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning
of His terrible swift sword—
His truth is marching on.
CHORUS
Glory! Glory, Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory, Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory, Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on!
I have seen Him in the watch fires
of a hundred circling camps,
They have builded Him an altar
in the evening dews and damps;
I can read His righteous sentence
by the dim and flaring lamps—
His day is marching on.
CHORUS
He has sounded forth the trumpet
that shall never sound retreat,
He is sifting out the hearts of men
before His judgement seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him!
Be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.
CHORUS
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
While God is marching on.
CHORUS

© 2017 by Robert K. Brown and Mark R. Norton – All rights reserved
Paraphrased by Music Director, David K. Bakken, Ed.D.
IMAGE: Calla Lily Valley, Big Sur, California
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June Leadership Team Meeting held on June 15
Summer is here! Here are some of the highlights of the current activities around Gloria Dei
Healthy Churches Thrive— The Leadership Team is participating monthly in the Healthy Leaders Thrive
activities. Our Prayer Pods are actively praying. Remember to share your prayer concerns with the Team,
and keep them all in your prayers, too! Our Small Group Studies continue through Zoom.
Solar Project— The final inspection by the SJ Fire Inspector was completed and passed. Now we are
waiting for the Permit to Operate into the PG&E grid.
ELC— The Silent Auction fundraiser was a rousing success. Thanks to all who participated. The End of the
Year activity was held on Friday, June 11th, with a musical presentation in the Church Sanctuary and a
Luncheon following in Luther Hall. Several members joined in to serve the luncheon. All of the families
enjoyed the event. We are so grateful to our Director, Maria Nugent for all her hard work and service. We
are blessed to have such a faithful, loving individual leading the ELC.
Lord’s Pantry— Reopening of the Pantry is on hold until we receive the required City inspections. All the
cleanup has been completed and repairs will occur after inspections. We will be sending out more
information on items of need as the re-opening occurs. Please keep the Pantry and its Clients in your
prayers.
Caring Ministry— Donna and her team continue to serve our community through home visits, and
phone calls. Health Ministry Corner articles are sent out by Constant Contact each week.
Worship Activities— “Live” worship services started on Sunday, May 2nd and have been safely attended.
We continue to offer worship online, either by live-streaming the service at 9:30 am Sunday, or later by
Facebook or You Tube from the churches website. We continue to do monthly “drive through”
communion for the time being. We hope to begin a limited “ Coffee Hour” in the near future.
Music/Streaming— our Sound Crew and our IMDC volunteers continue to work diligently to bring the
best sound/streaming to our service. We have received a new (to us) sound board and are researching
other software options for streaming. Keep watching as we bring better quality sound and video to our
online resources.
Facility Activities— Lots of things continue to happen around the Campus site. Work continues in the
ELC play yard to repair the sunscreen and the fence. There was a tagging incident, but our dedicated
Pastor/Painter handled it. The Leadership Team is still considering adding a security fence around the
entire campus. Bids have been sought and a plan will need to be developed to pay for the expenditure.
GDLC Finances/Budget— Giving is holding steady so far this year. We thank you for your continued
generosity. Please contact our Treasurer, Barbara McCalment if you have specific questions. As always,
members are encouraged to use the “digital” platforms to make their tithes and offerings. If you need
help with any of the plans, feel free to contact Ernie Moore, who can help!
Church Administrator Position— Technology Changes and so does Gloria
Dei. Based on how we’re doing things these days, we’ve decided to change the
role of our Church Administrator. We will now have 2 separate roles: Church
Administrative Assistant and Marketing Communications (MarCom) Associate.
Our current (wonderful) Church Administrator, Kim Stern is leaving San Jose,
but will continue in the role of Marketing Communications Associate, managing the position remotely.
As our new Church Administrative Assistant, please Welcome Ligia Oliveira, who started work in the
Office on Monday, June 28.
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From the Pastor~ continues
can to show His love and light in this world that so desperately needs Christ’s hope
and healing.
Here are 10 powerful prayers for the Church:
Please look up the noted texts in your Bible and pray them for us here at Gloria Dei and for
the church in our city and throughout the world.
1. Pray for unity in the Church. Ephesians 4:1-3
2. Pray that God would be glorified in all things and that the name of Christ is
exalted. 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12
3. Pray that God’s Spirit and power would fill the church. Ephesians 3:16-19
4. Pray that the body of Christ would faithfully show love to a hurting world in
His Name. 1 Corinthians 16:14; John 13:35
5. Pray for God’s provision and that the church would be faithful to give
generously. Philippians 4:19; Acts 20:35
6. Pray that the church would be faithful to go into all the world and share the
gospel of Christ. Mark 16:15
7. Pray for the leaders of Gloria Dei and every church, that their hearts and minds
are directed towards Christ. Galatians 6:9
8. Pray for the church to have a love for God’s Word and to walk in His wisdom,
humility, and strength. 2 Chronicles 7:14
9. Pray for God’s power and protection against the attacks of the enemy. Matthew
16:18
10. Pray that God would wake up the church and stir us to action. Ephesians 6:18
And in conclusion I can only add, pray for Gloria Dei. “Pray, people, pray!”
Power to you!
Pastor Pat
You can find the entire article at
https://www.ibelieve.com/slideshows/10-powerful-prayers-to-pray-for-the-church.html

July Birthdays
13 Greta Rinerson
16 Jill Korin
& George Carroll
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
CHURCH OFFICE PHONE: 408.729.7563
OFFICE HOURS: Generally 10 am — 4 pm

GDLC Web Site: www.gdlcsj.com
CHURCH EMAIL: gdlcsj.office@gmail.com

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor: J. Patrick Fitzgerald

PHONE NUMBERS
Pastor's phone: 408.899.4343

Music Director: David Bakken
Office Admin: Ligia Oliveira

Music Director: 408.858.9610
Office: 408.729.7563. Fax: 408.729.7578

MarCom Assoc: Kimberley Stern
CareMinistry Lead: Donna Zimmerman
Sunday School Director: Wendy Kromrey

MarCom Email: gdlcsj.marcom@gmail.com
CareMinistry Lead: 408.729.7578

In an Emergency, please call Pastor at 409.899.4343
ELC Preschool Director: Maria Nugent
Web: www.gloriadeipreschool.com
Lord's Pantry Director: Mary DeHart
Web: www.lordspantrygdlcsj.com

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
121 South White Road
San Jose, CA 95127-2993
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Preschool: 408.272.0321
Email: gdelcdirector@yahoo.com
Lord's Pantry: 408.258.7563
Email: lordspantry@aol.com
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