
 

From the Pastor . . . 
great many people, and it 

was in Antioch that the dis-
ciples were first called 

“Christians.”  

Here is an example of a 

church that is under the lead-
ing of the Spirit, and specifical-

ly through a man named Bar-
nabas. He’s described there in 
verse 24 as “a man full of the 

Holy Spirit and of faith,” and 
because of his faithfulness in 

preaching the gospel, many 
“were brought to the 

Lord.” (vs. 24) Barnabas brings 
Saul/Paul into the ministry 

there and the church flourish-
es. They stay an entire year, 

meeting with the church and 
teaching. 

It’s out of this church that the 
great missionary journeys of 

Paul and Barnabas proceed.  

The text from Acts 13 I men-

tioned above describes the 
very first sending of Barnabas 
and Saul after “ministering to 

the Lord and fasting,” listening 
to the Holy Spirit speaking 

(verse 2), and then with fasting 
and prayer and the laying on of 

hands, sending them out. 
(verse 3) This is the beginning 

of Paul’s first missionary jour-
ney. 

What can we learn from this? 
The Holy Spirit was active in 

the Antioch church. They 
were a church that under-

stood that they were saved by  

(continued on page 4) 
  

I 
’ve been thinking about 

what it means to be a 
Spirit-led church. Grab 

your Bibles and open up to 
Acts 11, beginning at verse 19. 

Peter, back in Jerusalem, has 
just explained the circum-

stances of his proclaiming the 
Gospel to Gentiles, for the 
first time, in Caesarea. (Acts 

11:1-18) Then at verse 19, we 
are introduced to the for-

mation of the church at Anti-
och. Read verses 19-30… 

Now in Acts 13 read verses 1
-4… 

So let me focus in for a mi-
nute on the church that is not 

controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
Most important, it doesn’t 

matter what else a church has, 
if the Spirit is not active, it is 

in serious trouble. It will be 
controlled by its own desires. 

Then the church is simply the 
collection of individual Chris-
tians. If we are controlled by 

our desires, so it will be in 
our church that it’s our de-

sires that are fulfilled, and not 
God’s desires, and the Holy 

Spirit will be grieved, Satan 
will be given a foothold, and 

even as things are in our per-
sonal lives so it will be in our 

worship and ministries. 

What I’m more interested in 

is the church that is con-
trolled by the Holy Spirit. So 

we go back to Acts 11: 
Now those who were scat-

tered because of the perse-
cution that took place over 

Stephen traveled as far as 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Anti-
och, and they spoke the word 

to no one except Jews. 20 But 
among them were some men 

of Cyprus and Cyrene who, 
on coming to Antioch, spoke 

to the Hellenists [Gentiles] 
also, proclaiming the Lord 
Jesus. 21 The hand of the Lord 

was with them, and a great 
number became believers and 

turned to the Lord. 22 News 
of this came to the ears of 

the church in Jerusalem, and 

they sent Barnabas to Anti-
och. 23 When he came and 

saw the grace of God, he 
rejoiced, and he exhorted 

them all to remain faithful to 
the Lord with steadfast devo-

tion; 24 for he was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit [my 

emphasis] and of faith. And a 
great many people were 

brought to the Lord. 25 Then 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to 

look for Saul, 26 and when he 
had found him, he brought 

him to Antioch. So it was that 
for an entire year they met 
with the church and taught a 
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  Our Prayers are With You 

Please contact either Joyce Boddie, Gail Castle, Pastor Pat, 

or email the church office to add persons to our prayer list. 

We pray for many people whose names are not published. 

You are invited to join the intercessory prayer meeting on 

Monday mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the church office. 

We pray for: 

Healing for: Erin (MS), Joyce Cosce (cancer),  Rosemary Livesay, Kim 

Markie, Gordon, Elsy Hayne’s nephew (colon cancer), Wayne 

Beecher (rheumatoid arthritis), Rose Bakken, Carol Fasching, Naomi 

Moore, Greta Rinerson (knee surgery), Susan Olson, Marge 

(treatment options) - we pray strength, healing & peace for all. 

 Comfort for those who have recently lost loved ones: the DeHart family 

(Sheri), the Nuessle family (Bonnie), Richard Mulder family (Gail’s 

cousin), Mlnarik family (John’s mom), Betty Cavanaugh’s family 

(Kandra’s mom), Orlando Estioko family (Rose Bakken’s uncle), 

Jeanie Whyte’s family & friends, Martha Perez’ family, the Bakken 

family (Joann). 

 Our shut-ins: Virginia Fife, Ron Nuessle, Joan Rositano, Claudette 

Rezos, Lois Swanson, Arlette Grafft, Rosemary Livesay. 

 Strength & rest to the caregivers who assist in the care of others. 

 The ministries of GDLC: The Lord’s Pantry, the Early Learning Center, 

the Convalescent Hospital Ministry. 

 The ministries that we support with our benevolence dollars. 

 Provision and safety for the homeless. 

 Gloria Dei as we move into our “Healthy Churches Thrive” consultation. 

 Wisdom for leaders, provision for refugees from Central & South 

America. 

 Our nation, to heal our divisions with truth, justice & honesty. 

Lord in your mercy! Hear our prayers! 
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M E S S E N G E R  

Messenger article submissions are 
due in the church office by the 20th 
of each month.  Email  to: 

gdlcsj.office@gmail.com 

or drop it by the office. 

We are always looking for your short 

original poem, favorite recipe, or a 

pic of the great fish you caught!  

We’re community and we like to 

share who you are.    

Gloria Dei Staff 



AHA tackles the youth vaping crisis 

with a massive new initiative. It’s 

fighting for the country’s young 

people and against the vaping 

epidemic by funding millions in new 

nicotine research, working to 

strengthen laws and policies 

nationwide, and exposing the e-

cigarette industry’s lies. 

Heart disease is the leading cause of 

death for both American men and 

women. African-American men are 

especially susceptible. So it’s good 

news that February is National Heart 

Month, since it inspires us to 

examine one of the most pressing 

health concerns in the U.S. and make 

positive changes to our lifestyles. 

February also hosts Valentine’s Day, 

which is all about affairs of the heart, 

so it’s a good match. 

 

 

 

 

 F ebruary is American 

Heart Month.  The 

following information was gleaned 

from several websites: 

The American Heart Association 

(AHA) is a non-profit organization 

in the United States that funds 

cardiovascular medical research, 

educates consumers on healthy 

living and fosters appropriate 

cardiac care in an effort to reduce 

disability and deaths caused by 

cardiovascular disease and stroke.  

Originally formed in New York 

City in 1924 as the Association 

for the Prevention and Relief of 

Heart Disease, it is currently 

headquartered in Dallas, Texas. 

The AHA is a national voluntary 

health agency that has the goal of 

increasing public and medical 

awareness of heart disease. 

Health Ministry Corner 
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Jeremiah 4:19 “Oh, my anguish, my anguish! I 

writhe in pain. Oh, the agony of my heart!”  

The month of February health designations:   

American Heart month, International Prenatal Infection Prevention month, National Teen Dating Vio-

lence Awareness and Prevention month, National Girls and Women in Sports Day Feb 1, National Wear 

Red Day Feb 1, National Eating Disorders Awareness week Feb 24 - Mar 2. 

 

HEALTH SUNDAY 

February 2nd 

Come into Luther Hall for 
blood pressure monitoring after 
the service. Remember, if you 
don’t know you have a prob-
lem, you can’t help yourself! 



M E S S E N G E R  P A G E  4  

(Continued from page 1) From the Pastor 

 
Christ, that grace was evi-

dent there, they were es-

tablished in the Word, 

loved other churches, were 

led by spirit filled leaders, 

and marked by prayer and 

fasting.  

As we have studied and 

read in 1 Corinthians 12:7-

13, the Holy Spirit and the 

gifts the Spirit brought were 

the key to the ministry of 

the church. So, it stands to 

reason, a true church is a 

group of people through 
whom the Holy Spirit is 

working, thus the most 

basic need of every individu-

al church is to be Spirit 

filled. And to do that every 

believer must be Spirit filled. 

And that happens when the 

church and its believers are 

Spirit filled and the Word of 

God dwells richly in that 

place, in other words, time 

is spent individually and cor-

porately studying the Bible. 

So maybe it works like this: 

to be under the control of 

the Holy Spirit is to obey his 

instructions & commands. 

If you are going to obey you 

must know what he instructs 

and commands; to know his 

instructions and commands 

you must read and study the 

scriptures. 2 Timothy 3:16–

17 says, “All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and 

for training in righteousness, 

that the person of God may 

be complete, equipped for 

every good work.” 

As we pray for guidance and 

direction for Gloria Dei, my 

prayer is that God’s Spirit 

would come in this place in a 

new way, and that we may 

come to know God more 

deeply, and learn to serve out 

of our gifts in a more com-

plete way. And all of this so 

that God might be glorified, 

which would seem appropri-

ate, since that vision is in our 

name: Gloria Dei, Glory to 

God! 

          Power to you! 

           Pastor Pat 
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“When I have 

learned to love God 

better than my 

earthly dearest, I 

shall love my earthly 

dearest better than I 

do now.” 

C.S. Lewis   

Caramel Chex 

Mix 

The Recipe Box  Caramel Chex Mix 

M E S S E N G E R  

SHARED BY . . . Libby Nelson!  

 
  Special Designation for February 
  is the Lord’s Pantry! 

Would you like tax preparation help? A list of local organizations 
that offer FREE tax prep services is in the church office and in the 
Sanctuary narthex.  

Benevolence Requests 
It’s time to make submissions for 

our benevolence dollars! We sup-

port missions both local and in-

ternational at the suggestion of 

our members.  

Any member of the congregation 

may identify a mission they rec-

ommend to receive funding. The 

mission must: be outside our own 

mission (not the Lord’s Pantry or 

ELC); be Christ-centered; and 

provide opportunity for our con-

gregation to participate in the 

mission. 

Benevolence request slips are 

available on the table in the 

entry to the church or fill out 

the form online: 

http://gdlcsj.com/connect-with-us 

The deadline for submission 

is February 9th!! 

Lutheran Bible Translators 

 2 cups each Rice Chex, Corn Chex, 

Wheat Chex 

 2 cups miniature pretzels 

 2 cups pecan halves 

 2 cups salted cashews 

 3/4 cup butter, cubed 

 3/4 cup packed brown sugar 

  

In large bowl combine cereal, pretzels, and 
nuts. 
 
In small saucepan combine butter and brown 
sugar. Bring to a boil. Cook and stir till thick-
ened, about 2 mins. Pour over cereal mixture, 
toss to coat. 
 
Spread into two greased 15-in x 10-in  baking 
pans. Bake at °350, 8 minutes. Stir. Bake 6 
minutes longer. Transfer to waxed paper lined 
baking sheets or just waxed paper. Cool com-
pletely. Store in airtight container. 

Quarterly Worship Team Meeting 

is 
FEBRUARY 1, 9:30 AM 

In Luther Hall 



For Knitters and Crocheters! 
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Holly Hawkes has put together a short list of charitable organizations that are always seeking hand-
made knit and crochet items. The charities so appreciate those who give their time to craft beautiful 
and useful knit/crochet wear for those in need. And those who receive the items feel cared for and 
special to have something handcrafted. 

Each of these sites have information on what type of patterns and yarn to use, and they have both 
knit and crochet patterns. If you know of others, let Holly know! 

 Seamen’s Church Institute  - www.seamenschurch.org - they 
give hats & scarves to Mariners through their Christmas At Sea 
program and they accept items all year long. 

 Period of Purple - www.clickforbabies.org - they give purple 
baby caps to newborns in November & December each year.  
These hats are collected up until September 30th (check date 
on website). To raise awareness of Shaken Baby Syndrome. 

 Octopus for Preemies - www.octopusforapreemie.com - they 
give infants in the NICU an octopus to help prevent the baby 
from pulling out the wires and tubes connected to them. 
They’re easy to make and are very much needed. 

SEEK GOD FOR THE CITY 2020 

We have the “Seek God For the 

City” prayer guide again this 

Lenten season. I encourage you 

to pick up your copy and follow 

along in the daily discipline of 

prayer which it presents. A do-

nation of $2.50 would be appre-

ciated to cover the cost of the 

prayer guide. 

 Pastor Pat 

“You will seek 

me and find me 

when you seek 

me with all 

your heart.” 

Jeremiah 29:13 

A short Ash 

Wednesday service 

offering the 

imposition of 

ashes will be held 

February 26 at 7:00 

PM. We will still 

have our small 

group study and 

shared supper that 

night, also. 



February 

MINISTRY SERVICES FOR THE MONTH 

 02-02 Lessa Hawkes 

02-09 Katherine DeHart 

02-16 Ushers 

02-23 Ushers 

  

02-02 Eva Duffy 

02-09 Sylvia Smith 

02-16 Robert Borregard 

02-23  

  

02-02 Ann Fitzgerald 

02-09 Cathy Duncan 

02-16 Ann Fitzgerald 

02-23 Cathy Duncan 

  

02-02 Holly Hawkes 

02-09 Joyce Boddie 

02-16 Donna Zimmerman 

02-23 Jane Hendricks 

  

02-02 Wendy Kromrey 

02-09 Wendy Kromrey 

02-16 Wendy Kromrey 

02-23 Wendy Kromrey 

  

02-02 Joyce Boddie 

02-09 Kandra Tobin 

02-16 Rosanna Myers 

02-23 Sylvia Smith 

  

02-02 Rikky Bakken 

02-09 John Mlnarik 

02-16 Ricky Bakken 

02-23 John Mlnarik 

  

ACO LYTES ASSISTING MINISTERS COFFEE HOSTS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS POWER POINT READERS 

SOUND & LIGHTS USHERS 

Jean Rinerson, Cheryl Garner 

TELLERS 

WORSHIP PREPARATION 

Ben/Kandra Tobin, Ernest Moore, Gail Castle 

Donna Zimmerman, Gail Castle 

Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by: 

NOTE: If you can help fill in some of the holes on the Coffee & Flower Charts, 

please sign up on the kiosk or call the church office . . . Thank you!! 

February Birthdays 

  

  

  

  

  

02-02 Marlene Swanson 

02-07 Rikky Bakken 

02-07 Mike Glantz 

02-10 JT DeHart 

02-14 Dennis Eliason 

02-17 Sal Rositano 

02-23 Kim Markie 

  

  

  

02-02 Hokanson family in memory of Marian Hokanson 

02-09 Dick/Libby Nelson in celebration of Megan’s birthday 

02-16  

02-23  

  



February Calendar

02/01 - Worship Team meeting 
9:30am 

02/10 -  Lord’s Pantry Board         
meeting 3pm 

02/18 -  Leadership Team meet-
ing 6:30pm 

02/26 - ELC Board meeting 

Mondays 9am - Prayer meeting 
in church office 

Meetings 

Sundays 11am: Sanctuary 

Mondays 10am: Luther Hall 

Wednesdays 7pm: Luther Hall  

      (with shared  
       supper 6:15pm) 

1st & 3rd Weds 11am: Worship & 

Fellowship (bring sack lunch) 

 

Small Groups 

Special Happenings 

02/01 - Men’s Breakfast 8am 

02/01 - Worship Team meeting 9:30am 

02/26 - Ash Wednesday Imposition of 

Ashes Service 7pm 

 

 

 

Newsletter submission deadline is the 
20th of each month! 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Happy Groundhog Day 

Happy Presidents’ Day 

Happy Flag Day 

Happy Shrove Tuesday 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now all glory to God, who is able, through His mighty 
power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely 

more than we might ask or think.”  
(Ephesians 3:20) 

 
UPDATE – February 2020 !! 
by Dan Rinerson, Campaign Chairman 

 
At the end of 2019, the cumulative total (5 years) of Forward in Faith funds that have been 
received was $463,000. That is an awesome amount in that time period!! Thank you for your 
faithful and generous support for this campaign! I truly hope that you have grown in your faith 
and stewardship - and that God continues to bless you as you trust him to provide for your 
needs! 
 

Our campaign was officially completed in April of 2018. Contributions have continued to come in 
and are now being used to make extra principal payments on the Thrivent loan. This loan covers the 
remaining costs owed for our renovation project. The loan balance at the end of 2018 was about 
$280,000 and now at the end of 2019 is about $222,300, a $57,700 decrease! The regular monthly 
payment continues to be paid from the income the church receives from Sprint. Please pray about 
how you can continue your Forward in Faith giving to help pay off this debt in a timely manner. 
 

Thank you to all who have continued giving faithfully over and above their 
original commitments!! 

 

Here is a report on the progress of loan payments as of December 31, 2019: 
 

NEW THRIVENT LOAN DETAILS: 
  

LOAN TYPE:   5-year fixed rate/10-year term/25-year amortization 
LOAN AMOUNT:  $300,000 - Effective date = 9/16/18 
INTEREST RATE:  5.25% 
MONTHLY PAYMENT:  $1810.56 (Principal & Interest) – First payment = 10/6/18 

 

LOAN PROGRESS:    STARTED YEAR 2 OF PAYMENTS IN OCTOBER 2019! 
 

DATE REGULAR PAYMENT EXTRA PAYMENT LOAN BALANCE 
Sept-2019 1810.56/Month Start Year 2 $235,832 
Oct-2019 YES $4,600 $230,459 
Nov-2019 YES $4,100 $225,598 
Dec-2019 YES $2,500 $222,282 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Forward in Faith - Stewardship! 
 

Malachi 3:10-12: Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there 
will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will 
pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take 
it in! Try it! Put me to the test! Your crops will be abundant, for I 
will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall 
from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s 
Armies. “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will 
be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.  
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    GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH  

    121 SOUTH WHITE ROAD  

    SAN JOSE,   CA 95127-2993 

  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION~FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE:  408-729-7563          GDLC Web Site: www.gdlcsj.com 

OFFICE HOURS:  Varies                                     CHURCH EMAIL:  gdlcsj.office@gmail.com 

CHURCH STAFF PHONE #’S 
    

Pastor:  J. Patrick Fitzgerald Pastor’s phone: 408-899-4343 
Music Director:  David Bakken Music Director:  408-858-9610 
Office Staff:  Stacey Dier Office: 408-729-7563   Fax: 408-729-7578 
Parish Nurse:  Donna Zimmerman Parish Nurse office:  408-729-7563   
Sunday School Director: Wendy Kromrey  

In cases of emergency, please call Pastor at -  

ELC Preschool Director:  Maria Nugent                   Preschool:  408-272-0321  
www.gloriadeipreschool.com - gdelcdirector@yahoo.com 

Lord’s Pantry Director:  Mary DeHart-Madson         Lord’s Pantry:  408-258-7563 

                                                                                        www.lordspantrygdlcsj.com - LordsPantry@aol.com 

DEADLINES FOR PUBLICATION 

Sunday Bulletin:  Each Wednesday by noon  

Monthly Newsletter: Due the 20th of each month. 

Chri

HELLO FEBRUARY! 

mailto:272-0321/gdelcdirector@yahoo.com

