
 

 

From the Pastor . . .  

This month let me share an article from Kent Hunter, Church Doctor Ministries (The Church Doctor Report, www.churchdoctor.org) that 
speaks to our current situation and of the future for the church well: 
 
Will Christians Learn the Most Powerful Lesson from the COVID-19 Pandemic? 
 
The Coronavirus Parable 
 
If you love the Lord and have any passion for lost people to know the Savior, maybe you will catch THE key takeaway that reflects the 
mission strategy of the Christian movement. If you’re like most Christians—if your church is like most churches—if you get this, it will radically 
revolutionize the power and potential of your spiritual influence and impact. The coronavirus is, perhaps, the most vivid outreach lesson you 
will get in your lifetime. (We all pray it will never happen again.) 
 
However, if you are a disciple, a learner, if you are eager—even passionate—to reach your unchurched neighbor for Christ, it is my hope and 
prayer this pandemic will revolutionize your thinking about sharing Jesus. My hope is that God will so impact your thinking, it will keep you up 
at night—until you get it. Until you change the way you do church. Until you do it the New Testament way. 
 
The pandemic has been awful. That is obvious. So much death. So much disruption. So much distraction. Is there any good that can come 
out of this? That depends on whether or not you have learned the most dramatic mission parable you will likely ever experience. What you do 
with it is not just your business. It is the Lord’s business! 
 
I pray I have your attention. No, I pray God has your attention. Look, what have you learned? This pandemic is all about a virus—an unseen 
powerful bug. It is a virus that goes viral. How? People catch it from other people. How? When they are up close and personal. The potential 
of this evil virus reflects the power of relationships. How do you stop it? Social distancing. Surely we all, now, get that! 
 
Now, think about another one of the most spectacular viral movements in all of history: the growth of the New Testament church. How did 
Christianity explode across the Mediterranean world in the first century? It is not rocket science! The faith went viral because the people in 
those days did not have refrigerators! They also did not have radios, televisions, the internet, or phones. 
 
Without refrigerators, people had to go to the marketplace every day—or at least several days a week. Christian historians and mission 
experts have already figured this out. When these first-century people received what was not some good news, but THE Good News about 
Jesus—the One who changes life and eternity—they “gossiped” the Gospel. The faith spread like wildfire. It went viral. It was a Good News 
pandemic. They gossiped the Gospel in the marketplace. So what is the key lesson staring every Christian in the face right now—all over the 
world? 
 
The power and platform of the mission is relationships. Not only that, but (and I don’t mean this unkindly) most Christians don’t realize that 
their church is the refrigerator. It is where you keep Christians fresh—keep them from “spoiling.” It’s a good thing! 
 
However, if you want your church to impact this world in a major way, you need to turn it inside out. The platform is relationships in the 
marketplace, not just in the refrigerator. I love the relationship glue with other Christians at church. It’s called fellowship. But that isn’t the 
mission platform that goes viral. People contagious with the love of Jesus need to “infect” people where they are. Being “church-centered” is 
spiritual social distancing. 
 
Here’s a mission prescription from The Church Doctor: 
 

1. Don’t invite unchurched people to church. Most secular people aren’t ready for worship. 
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2. Invite them to dinner at your home along with some other Christians from your church. Ask these Christians to bring some unbelievers, 

as well. Don’t feed them the Bible for dessert. Instead, let your Christian friends share what God has done in their lives. For people far 
from God, relational impact is more powerful than preached sermons. (At Church Doctor Ministries, we call these gatherings SEND 
Centers. A church of 200 in worship, for example, should have at least 4 SEND Centers out in the community.) 
 

3. When unchurched people show interest in your church, do not invite them to worship, bring them. Sit with them. Take them 
somewhere for a meal afterward. Let them debrief—talk about their experience. Let them ask questions. All of this is in the context of 
relationships. 
 

4. Do not rush new people into a “membership class.” Let them learn from you and those who are involved in your SEND Center. Keep 
the conversation going. Again, the power platform is relationships. 
 

5. Equip everyone at church to share their “God stories”—what God has done in their lives. Don’t call it “witnessing” or “evangelism.” 
Technically, God stories are “testimonies.” Nevertheless, call them “God stories.” Make God-story telling the culture of your church. Let 
it occur in the context of relationships. 
 

6. Don’t host weekday Bible studies at the church building. Better venues include parks, restaurants, bars, coffee shops, the city library—
the marketplaces of life. 
 

7. Hold vacation Bible school at a park pavilion, a local public school, the YMCA, or a vacant store. 
 

8. Provide weekly extension worship services, led by trained church members, at coffee shops, bars, theaters, funeral homes, the 
YMCA—and provide them at times other than Sunday morning. 
 

9. Hold regular worship services, led by church members, at nursing homes. Invite the relatives of the residents to join you for these 
worship services. Make worship outreach oriented. 
 

10. Honor police officers, firefighters, hospital workers, city government workers, at special celebrations held in public facilities. 
 

At some point, a member of your church will approach the pastor and ask, “We have this big facility—which, by the way, we all paid for—why 
don’t we use it for outreach? When that occurs, it will likely signal you are on the verge of a spiritual pandemic! 
 
Power to you! 
Pastor Pat 

 

 

      
 

 
                                                                                                              

We Pray For . . .  
 
- Healing for: Logan LaRash (heart), Erin (MS), Rosemary Livesay, Don Rinerson (heart issue), Elsy Hayne’s nephew (colon cancer), 

Wayne Beecher (rheumatoid arthritis), Rose Bakken, Naomi Moore, Ernie’s sister (dialysis),Susan Olson, Steve Goldammer’s brother-
in-law Mark Tammes (kidney disease), Aase’s husband Lou (electrolyte issue) and sister Eva healing following heart surgery, Therese 
Fransen, Laurie Price’s husband (tested for Covid19), Daniel’s stepdad Ken Arnold (stage 4 cancer), Michael (Daniel’s friend and 
Kevin’s roommate, diagnosed with Covid19), Norma Phillips friend Dennis (kidney biopsy), Don Phillips’ cousin Meg (stage 4 
pancreatic cancer), Raina’s cousin Steve (cancer), - we pray strength, healing & peace for all. 
 
 - Comfort of the Holy Spirit and peace for those who have recently lost loved ones: DeHart family (Sheri), Nuessle family (Bonnie and 
Ron’s brother), Mlnarik family (John’s mom), Betty Cavanaugh’s family (Kandra’s mom), Orlando Estioko family (Rose Bakken’s 
uncle), Jeanie Whyte’s family & friends, Martha Perez’ family, Bakken family (Joann and Dee), Fasching family (Carol), Correia and 
Carlson family (Naomi, Ledia’s niece), Williams family (Lorie, Troy’s mom), Schwartz family (Daniel’s grandpa), Ude family (Tine). 
 
- Our shut-ins: Virginia Fife, Ron Nuessle, Joan Rositano, Claudette Rezos, Lois Swanson, Arlette Grafft, Rosemary Livesay (not to 
mention all of us sheltering in place!) 
 
- Struggling families in our midst. Job and business stability (Cathy Duncan’s son-in-law Jeff) for many temporarily out of work, 
struggling keeping a business going, and wondering what comes next. 
 
- Anna, John’s girlfriend currently stuck in New York, with family for peace and provision                     (continued on page 5) 
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        2 Chronicles 21:18  After all this, the Lord afflicted  
        Jehoram with an incurable disease of the bowels. 
 

his verse came up when I 
found the word cancer in the 

book I use, Where to Find It in the 
Bible.  Apparently, cancers have 
been around a long time. It seems 
from this that Jehoram had colon 
cancer. Fortunately for us, God no 
long causes these diseases as 
punishment since Jesus died for 
our sins. They are still around, but 
not ordained by God. 

May is National Cancer Research 
Month, and the American 
Association for Cancer Research 
(AACR) would like your help in 
supporting a global awareness 
campaign about the importance of 
cancer research. Thanks to 
spectacular advances made by 
cancer research, more than 16.9 
million people in the United States 
and millions more worldwide are 
cancer survivors who are living 
with, through, and beyond their 
disease. 

Despite the significant progress 
that has been made, cancer is a 
growing public health challenge 
globally. The immense toll of 
cancer is felt not only through the 
number of lives it affects each 
year, but also through its 
significant economic impact. 
Working together, we can defeat 
cancer.  

NCI-funded researchers are 
working to advance our 
understanding of how to prevent, 
detect, and treat cancer. They are 
also looking at how to address 
disparities and improve quality of 
life for survivors of the disease. 

The list of common cancers below 
can be used to learn about some 
of the latest research in these 
cancers, including advances that 
may soon translate into improved 
care. 

 Breast Cancer 

 Colorectal Cancer 

 Leukemia 

 Liver Cancer 

 Lung Cancer 

 Melanoma and Other Skin 
Cancers 

 Pancreatic Cancer 

 Prostate Cancer 

 Thyroid Cancer 

 

 

 

HEALTH SUNDAY 

May 3rd 

If we are out of Sheltering in Place by 
then, I will be available for blood 
pressure screening in the Classroom 
in Luther Hall. Remember, if you don’t 
know you have a problem, you can’t 
help yourself!  Many problems, if 
caught early, can be treated much 
more easily than if they progress to a 
more dangerous level. 
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Donna Zimmerman R.N. 

Parish Nurse 

The month of May offers these 

health observances: 

Arthritis Awareness Mo., 

Healthy Vision Month, Hepatitis 

Awareness Mo., Mediterranean 

Diet Mo., Melanoma /Skin 

Cancer Detection and 

Prevention Mo., Multiple 

Chemical  Sensitivity Mo., 

National Cancer Research 

Month, National Celiac Disease 

Awareness month, National 

High Blood Pressure Education 

Mo., National Osteoporosis 

Prevention Mo., National 

Physical Fitness & Sports Mo., 

& Ultraviolet Awareness Mo. 

 

https://www.cancer.gov/types/breast/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/colorectal/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/leukemia/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/liver/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/lung/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/skin/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/skin/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/pancreatic/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/prostate/research
https://www.cancer.gov/types/thyroid/research


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Leadership Team Corner 

The Leadership Team met on April 21st. Here are 
some highlights: 

Healthy Churches Thrive - Leadership Team 
members and Pastor Pat are getting email from the 
Church Doctors Team, but we are on hold for a 
Congregational Meeting.  We’ll have news, hopefully 
later in May. 

Solar Project - The K-12 Energy Staff was out for the 
Site Survey, but has not sent any responses.   

ELC - Was shut down for a couple of weeks, but is 
open again as an “essential” business.  Right now, 
they only have 1 child but are having Online learning 
activities with many of the regular students who are 
sheltering-in-place with their families. 

 Needs - play yard water faucet clogged and 
leaking and windows need adjustments.  
We are seeking a handy person who could 
fix these minor problems.- No action yet. 

 Playground improvements are on the 
agenda - seeking a grant to pay for these.  

 Fencing around the front of the ELC 
building – We’ve started getting bids but the 
project is currently on hold. 

Lord’s Pantry – The Pantry is very busy. Currently, 
it’s an emergency food site for the eastside and is 
much needed at this current state of weakness. Mary 

has been in contact with the food bank and CDC 
everyday to ensure they stay up to date on all 
precautions needed for the pantry. This includes 
but is not limited to extra washing of hands, more 
frequent bleaching of items, etc. Our food supply 
has also been increased to help with the surplus 
of clients and the closure of smaller pantries.  

Parish Nurse – Donna continues to provide 
articles for Bulletin and Messenger. In March she 
served about 66 individuals through contacts at 
church, home visits, phone consults. During this 
time, she is doing mostly phone work, but 
continues to deliver Brown Bag program food to 
several of our shut-ins. 

GDLC Finances/Budget - During this shelter-in-
place, we are “stepping out in faith” and are 
continuing to provide normal salaries and benefits 
for our employees and staff. As part of this action, 
we have applied for and been approved for the 
Paycheck Protection Program forgivable loan 
through the Small Business Administration. We 
truly appreciate that you continue the support of 
our Kingdom work through your tithes and 
offerings in this scary financial time.  We have 
added additional convenient ways to provide your 
support during this time when you can’t put “your 
envelope into the offering bag.” 

 

May Birthdays 

 
5th Joan Beecher 
6th David Livesay 
7th Joan Rositano 
8th Don Martindale 
9th Darlene Eliason 
11th Aase Serra 
12th Robert Borregard 
17th Douglas Smay 
19th Dan Rinerson 
 Alex Serra 
22nd Jon Kromrey 
23rd John Mlnarik 
30th Peter Smay  

Acolyte 
05-03   Lessa Hawkes 
05-10   Katherine DeHart 
05-17   Ushers 
05-24   Ushers 
05-31   Ushers

 

 Acolyte 
05-03   Lessa Hawkes 
05-10   Katherine DeHart 
05-17   Ushers 
05-24   Ushers 
05-31   Ushers 

Power Point 
05-03   Wendy Kromrey 
05-10   Wendy Kromrey 
05-17   Wendy Kromrey 
05-24   Wendy Kromrey 
05-31   Wendy Kromrey 

Sound & Light 
05-03   John  Mlnarik 
05-10   Rikky Bakken 
05-17   John Mlnarik 
05-24   Rikky Bakken 
05-31   John Mlnarik 

Assisting Minister 
05-03   Jon Kromrey 
05-10   Joyce Boddie 
05-17   Donna Zimmerman 
05-24   Jane Hendricks 
05-31   Holly Hawkes 

Communion Assistant 
05-03   Gail Castle  
05-10   Jane Hendricks   
05-17   Sylvia Smith 
05-24   Sylvia Smith 
05-31   Sylvia Smith    

Tellers 
Donna Zimmerman, Gail 
Castle     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promises, Promises… 

How do I know I can trust you?  Why should I trust you this time?  I thought you loved me but you followed another. I 

waited for you and you never came. These are familiar words in a world where broken promises are common 

But there is One who will never break his promises. In this world where our relationships are clouded by betrayals 

and disillusionment there is a God whose every promise is sure. Hallelujah, He has risen indeed! 

I have been reading about God’s promises this week. I am often a slow learner when it comes to God’s word and his 

instruction. Thankfully the Holy Spirit is steadfast and continues to teach me even when I am stubborn in my 

thoughts. Today I was captured by these words with the thought that God will not forget me nor abandon me.  

 I have made you; you are my servant; Israel, I will not forget you.  I have swept 

away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. Isaiah 44:21, 22 

NIV   

Hallelujah, He has risen indeed!!  I hope you will take the time to read and meditate on 

such a wonderful promise as is found in Isaiah 44:21-23. 

Further thoughts to read and explore on this same theme of promises: 

1 Corinthians 1:9, God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of 

His Son, Jesus, Christ.  

Hebrews 10:35, Do not therefore abandon that confidence of yours; it brings a 

great reward. 

I encourage you to use the Daily Texts for daily scripture readings and prayers. 

Ann Fitzgerald 

 

The Lord’s Pantry  

Do you have grocery bags? 

The Lord’s Pantry is in need 

of plastic or paper bags. 

They can be dropped off at 

the pantry during normal 

business hours. 

M-F 8:30 to 3:00 pm 

Thank You!! 

(prayer requests con’t) 

- Raina’s son Matthew, for courage and patience with the current routine. 

- Strength & rest to the caregivers who assist in the care of others. 
- The ELC as they continue to provide class for a student and online 
materials for those sheltering in place. 
- The Lord’s Pantry, keeping the volunteers safe, sane, and sympathetic. 
- The ministries that we support with our benevolence dollars. 

- World Vision and other relief agencies in their emergency health efforts 
with Covid19, and frontline medical personnel and first responders. 
- Provision and safety for the homeless. 
- Gloria Dei for direction and motivation in our “Healthy Churches Thrive” 
consultation. Come Holy Spirit! 
- Our nation, to heal our divisions with truth, justice & honesty. 
- Christ the Life Lutheran Church as they move into a new chapter in their 
lives with Pastor Jenks’ move. 
- For the world as we deal with the pandemic – help heal us, Lord; bring 
comfort to those who suffer, compassion to those who have lost loved ones, 
and help world leaders make smart and timely decisions. 
- Gilda and Julien Carlsen, for their continuing care. 
Lord in your mercy! Hear our prayers! 

 


