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Faith Lutheran Church 
Gathered faithfully to love and serve God and all others. 

 

April 15, 2022 | Good Friday Tenebrae Service 

To impress on the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequence of sin and 
the magnitude of our Savior’s sacrifice, the ancient church held a special service in 
the last days in Holy Week called Tenebrae. The word means “darkness.”  
 
In this service the extinguishing of the candles reminds us of the events that led to 
the darkness which covered the earth when Jesus hung on the cross. The black 
parament on the cross reminds us of mourning heart of God when Jesus died. During 
a time of silence, the central Christ candle is removed, signifying the death of our 
Savior. The silence is broken by a sharp sound, a final harsh noise symbolizing the 
slamming of the door of the tomb.



Thank You for Serving Today: 

Presiding Minister:  Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen 
Lector: Joan Searles 
Greeting & Ushering: Thomas & Amanda Bright, Jerry Cooper, Eloise 

Dettmer, Grace Kaarre, Alf Kirkeeng, Gail Lidinsky, 
Judy Millard, Scott Rice, & Joan Searles 

Videography:   Lars Olsen, Andrea & Sergio Gamboa 
Interim Music Director    
& Organist:   David Patrick 
Vocal Quartet: Ben Anderson, Hannah Boyd, Kiran Kimbell and 

Thomas Tryon 
 
Noted throughout the service: P: Presiding Minister L: Lector C: Congregation 

Faith has a T-Coil enabled hearing loop for those whose hearing aid(s) are also enabled. 

 
Gathering Remarks 
 
Prelude   Aria        Paul Manz 
 
Light of the World John 1:1-4, 9-11  
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and  without him not one thing came into being. What has come 

into being 4in him was  life, and the life was the light of all people. 9The true 
light, which enlightens everyone,  was coming into the world.  
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did  not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept  him.  
 
Hymn    There in God’s Garden     ELW 342 
    Verses 1 & 2 



 
 

 
 



Reading Isaiah 53:3-6  
3He was despised and rejected by others;  

a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;  
and as one from whom others hide their faces   
he was despised, and we held him of no account.  
4Surely he has borne our infirmities  
and carried our diseases;  
yet we accounted him stricken,  
struck down by God, and afflicted.  
5But he was wounded for our transgressions,  
crushed for our iniquities;  
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,  
and by his bruises we are healed.  
6All we like sheep have gone astray;  
we have all turned to our own way,  
and the LORD has laid on him  
the iniquity of us all.  

 
The Sermon                 Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen 
 
Hymn    There in God’s Garden          ELW 342 

Verses 3, 4, & 5 
 
The First Reading  The Watch Matthew 26:36-45  
36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 

disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." 37He took with him Peter and the 

two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, 

"I  am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me." 39And 
going  a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is  

possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want." 40Then  
he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "So, could 

you  not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay awake and pray that you may not come 

into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 42Again he 
went away for the second time and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 

drink it, your will be done." 43Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

were heavy. 44So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 

saying the same words. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to them, "Are you 



still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners.  
 
Anthem   In Thy Final Hour     Patrick M. Liebergen 

The first candle is extinguished. 

The Second Reading  The Betrayal Matthew 26:47-56  
47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large 
crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people.  
48Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; 

arrest him." 49At once he came up to Jesus and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed 

him. 50Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you are here to do." Then they came and 

laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his 
hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 
52Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the 

sword will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 

he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would 

the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?" 55At that hour Jesus 
said to the crowds, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though 
I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me.  
56But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled."  
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
 
Hymn of Meditation    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded      ELW 351 

Verses 1 & 2 
  



The second candle is extinguished. 

The Third Reading  The Denial Matthew 26:57-75  
57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house 

the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58But Peter was following him at a distance, 
as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in 

order to see how this would end. 59Now the chief priests and the whole council were 

looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to death, 60but 



they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came 

forward 61and said, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and to 

build it in three days.'" 62The high priest stood up and said, "Have you no answer?  

What is it that they testify against you?" 63But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, "I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God." 64Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, from now on 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the 

clouds of heaven." 65Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 
66What is your verdict?" They answered, "He deserves death." 67Then they spat in his 

face and struck him; and some slapped him, 68saying, "Prophesy to us, you Messiah! 

Who is it that struck you?" 69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A 

servant-girl came to  him and said, "You also were with Jesus the Galilean." 70But he 
denied it before all of  them, saying, "I do not know what you are talking about." 
71When he went out to the  porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the 

bystanders, "This man was  with Jesus of Nazareth." 72Again he denied it with an oath, 

"I do not know the man."  73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to 

Peter, "Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you." 74Then he 
began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I do not know the man!" At that moment the 

cock crowed. 75Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: "Before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
Hymn of Meditation    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded   ELW 351 

Verses 3 & 4 

The third candle is extinguished. 

The Fourth Reading  The Guilt Matthew 27:1-5  
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred 

together against Jesus in order to bring about his death. 2They bound him, led him 
away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor.  
3When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought 

back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4He said, "I have 
sinned by betraying innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See to it 

yourself." 5Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he 
went and hanged himself.  
 
 



 
Hymn of Meditation    Were You There?      ELW 353 

Verses 1 & 2 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

The Fifth Reading  The Judgment Luke 23:12-25  
12That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; before this they 

had been enemies. 13Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the 

people, 14and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was perverting the 
people; and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man 



guilty of any of your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back 

to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16I will therefore have him 
flogged and release him."  
18Then they all shouted out together, "Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for 

us!" 19(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken 

place in the city, and for murder.) 20Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them 

again; 21but they kept shouting, "Crucify, crucify him!" 22A third time he said to them, 
"Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of 

death; I will therefore have him flogged and then release him." 23But they kept 
urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices 

prevailed. 24So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25He 

released the man they asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection 
and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they wished.  
P: He is being crucified.  
C: Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
Hymn of Meditation    Were You There?      ELW 353 

Verses 3 & 4 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

The Sixth Reading  The Crucifixion Luke 23:26-31  
26As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 
from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind 

Jesus. 27A great number of the people followed him, and among them were 

women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned 
to them and said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. 29For the days are surely coming when they 
will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the 

breasts that never nursed.' 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall 

on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' 31For if they do this when the wood is green, 
what will happen when it is dry?"  
P: He is being crucified.  
C: Lord, have mercy on us.  
 
Hymn of Meditation    Were You There?         ELW 353 

Verse 5



 

 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 

The Seventh Reading The Commendation Luke 23:39-47  
39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are 

you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, saying, 
"Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve 

for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43He replied, "Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise."  

44It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon, 45while the sun's light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn 

in two. 46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I 

commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. 47When the centurion 
saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, "Certainly this man was 
innocent."  
P: He is being crucified.  
C: Lord, have mercy on us. 
 
Anthem   Amazing Grace    setting by John Ness Beck 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 

Silence for Meditation  
As the last light leaves us,   

we know the potent truth of the death of   
Jesus—the light of the world. 
 

The Paschal Candle leaves the Sanctuary. 



 

 

Bidding Prayer  
P: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.  
C: Amen.  

Silent prayer.  

P: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. 
By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world.  Help 
it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of 
salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen.  

P: Let us pray for Pedro and Elizabeth our bishops, for Eric, Larry and Bob our 
pastors, for Sue our Deacon, for David and Joe our Music Ministers, for Ben, 
Hannah, Kiran and Thomas our cantors and all servants of the church, and for 
all the people of God.   
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.  
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders.  
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us 
in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have called us.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

P: Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.  
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith 
and understanding of those preparing for baptism. Give them new birth as your 
children, and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all 
who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.  

C: Amen.  



 

 

P: Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and 
your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and 
elected as your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

P: Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to 
you under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us 
more faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

P: Let us pray for those who do not believe in God.  
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know 
you and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love 
and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge 
you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

P: Let us pray for God's creation.  
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold  
all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  

P: Let us pray for those who serve in public office.  
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In 
your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy 
justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  



 

 

P: Let us pray for those in need.  
Silent prayer.  
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to 
those who have lost heart. Heal the sick (especially those on our prayer list), 
comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of 
liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the 
prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 
receiving your help in their need. We especially pray for the people of Ukraine 
and ask for a lasting and just peace to replace the violence and horrors of war.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken softly by all)  
Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   
and forgive us our trespasses   
as we forgive those who trespass against us;   
and lead us not into temptation   
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Versicle and Response  
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.  
C: Oh, come, let us worship Christ.  
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.  
C: Oh, come, let us worship Christ.  
P: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.  
C: Oh, come, let us worship Christ.  
P: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.  
C: Oh, come, let us worship Christ.  

 



 

 

P: By your holy cross you have redeemed the World.  

The Tomb is Sealed. 

In silence we complete worship this evening, meditating on the mystery of the 
crucified savior.  

 
There is no benediction, since this service is only one part of the three-day 

celebration of the cross and resurrection, reaching its climax in the Easter Vigil.  After 
the service is concluded, you may remain in prayer and reflection as long as you 
desire. When you are finished, please observe a moment of silence and avoid 
unnecessary conversation this evening. 
 
Postlude   Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring     J.S. Bach 
 

 

 

 

Please join us tomorrow and Sunday as we wait for and celebrate the Resurrection 
of Jesus. 

Saturday, April 16 at 7:30pm: Easter Vigil Part One 
Meet at the fire in the parking lot near the church entrance. 

Easter Sunday: 
7am Easter Vigil Part Two in the Memorial Garden 
8:30am Easter Breakfast 
10:15am Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
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