Faith Lutheran Church

Second Sunday in Lent
8:00 & 10:15 a.m., March 1, 2026

in loving memory of Karen’s mother, Gail Brown, for her birthday.

Minister Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen

Presiding Minister Rev. Larry Wright

Assisting Minister Rev, Marianne Powrie

Director of Music Andi Zdrava

Lectors Sandy Gerber (8 am); Carol Johnson (10:15 am)

Communion Assistants (10:15 am)
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
WE STAND

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.
C: Amen.

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
(pause for reflection)

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.



P: Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the
wandering ones home. In & Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in
God’s house forever.

C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 666
(first and last verses during 8 a.m. service only)
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soull What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 1 will sing; to
4 And when from death 'm free, [I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when 1 was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who is the great 1 AM, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will
I'll sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?

soul, for my soul, Christ Jaid a - side his crown for my soul
sing, 1 will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, T will sing.
on, Il sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I’ll sing on.

Text; North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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We sing responsively
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord,
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us
to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that
by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

WE SIT

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a
L: A reading from Genesis.

1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

42 S0 Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 121 (to be spoken at the 8 a.m. service)
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my help comes from the L.ORD.

L: I lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
2 My help comes from the LORD,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 The LorD will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4 Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
C: Refrain



L: 5the LORD watches over you;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
¢ the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7The LORD will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.
C: Refrain

SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
L: Areading from Romans.

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh?

2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God. 8 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as
something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly,
such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 1 For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 5 For the
law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so
that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 7as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not
exist.

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE STAND
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We sing together
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
P: The holy gospel according to John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

P: 1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You
must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” 1© Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

u“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 3 No
one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son
of Man. 4 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son
of Man be lifted up, 5 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

WE SIT
SERMON Rev. Larry Wright

WE STAND



HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW 323
(first and last verses during 8 a.m. service only)
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I God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are  1ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - 1y to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
tron - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have  done, and jus - ti - fled by
Spir - it, Three in One! To you, O bless - ed
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him  be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that 18 the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - i - ty, be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
APOSTLES’ CREED

P: Together, we confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*”

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen.



WE SIT

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

A brief silence.

L: Faithful One, you renew us by grace. As you have inspired faith through the
work of church artists and hymnwriters throughout the ages, give your church the
means to praise your beauty today. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

L: Living One, you delight in this world. The sun and moon, the wind and the
water declare your goodness. Preserve this earth, and protect conservationists,
scientists, and all who labor in service to creation. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

L: Ruling One, you bless us to be a blessing. Open the hearts of all leaders to seek
the flourishing of every person and lend your help to all who wait for justice,
deliverance, and peace. We also pray for an enduring, just peace in Israel, Gaza,
Russia, Ukraine and all areas rocked by unrest. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

L: Compassionate One, you send your Son to save. Declare your word of
acceptance to any who feel condemned and lift up any brought low by hatred and
exclusion. Tend to all who are struggling with illness or loss, especially those on
our prayer list and those we name before you now, aloud or in our hearts. (patuse)
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

L: Guiding One, you watch over our going out and coming in. Bless newcomers
and new members in this assembly and accompany those who have recently left
this community to journey elsewhere. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

L: Eternal One, you neither slumber nor sleep. Be our keeper in life and in death.
Thank you for our beloved who have died, and for your promise which saves this
whole world by your love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C: Amen.



WE STAND

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Feel free to greet your neighbors with a word of peace.

WE SIT

OFFERTORY

6 The offering is collected at this time. You also can give online by scanning the
,ﬂf QR Code printed here or via the Online Giving page at faithlutheransrqg.com.

5 We deeply appreciate your support of Faith Lutheran’s ministries.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Amazing Grace John Coates, Jr. arr.
WE STAND
OFFERING SONG We sing together
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OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your

bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
We sing responsively
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The Lord be with  you, And al - so with you.
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PREFACE
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al-mighty and mercifol God, throughour Sav - jor Je - sus Christ
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
We sing together
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly ho-1ly Loxd Lord God of pow'r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-nma in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great
love you sent Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread, and all are welcome at
the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION SONG
We sing together
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sin of the world, grant us peace, grant  us  peace.
WE SIT

Everyone is welcome at the Lord’s table.

COMMUNION ANTHEM  He Is Here in the Breaking of the Bread
Lloyd Larson, Mary Kay Beall

WE STAND

TABLE BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s grace.

C: Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray. Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us
new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your
liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified
one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING
P: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling Spirit,

+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING SONG When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803
(first and last verses during 8 a.m. service only)

n [l !
)4 L [ |
{40 (# O ’ 7 —
I When I sur - vey the won - drous Cross on which the
2 For - bid it, Lord, that I should  boast save in the
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm of na - ture mine, that were a
n | !
A+ J i It
@I’ f G Jm
v —— _ _ _ —
prince of glo - 1y died, my rich - est gain |
death of Christ, my God; all the vain things that
love  flow min - gled down. Did e’er such love and
pres - ent far too small; love so a - maz - ing,
n [l i L] I
¥ | 1 1
G = —— g
count but loss and pour con - tempt on all  my pride.
charm me most, I sac -1 - fice them to  his blood.
sor - oW meet, or thorns com - pose 80 rich a crown?
SO di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all.
DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Andi Zdrava
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