Faith Lutheran Church

We warmly greet members
and visitors in Jesus’ name!
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Dec. 18, 2022, 10:15 a.m.

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him
Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew's account of the annunciation and birth of
the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we
pray, YO come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O
Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas.
On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one
born to save us from the power of sin and death.

Welcome to worship at Faith Lutheran Church
Gathered faithfully to love and serve God and all others

7750 Beneva Road, Sarasota, FL 34238 | (941) 924-4664 | www.faithlutheransrg.com



All the baptized are invited to the celebration of Holy Communion, trusting that
Christ is present in this sacrament for the forgiveness of our sin and the
strengthening of our faith.

The flowers on the altar today are given by
Marianne Powrie.
Awaiting the coming of Emmanuel, God with Us.

Presiding Ministers: Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen
Rev. Larry Wright
Lector: Jane Sanks
Director of Music/Organist: David V. Patrick
Cantor: Tom Tryon
Vocals: Voices of Faith Choir
Crucifer: Alma Dornemann
Greeters & Ushers: Thomas & Amanda Bright, Jerry Cooper, Eloise

Dettmer, Dottie Gustavson, Grace Kaarre, Alf
Kirkeeng, Gail Lidinsky, Judy Millard, Jan Phillips,
Scoftt Rice, Joan Searles, Dave Wardach

Videography: Andrea & Sergio Gamboa

Altar Guild: Carole Inkrott, Judy Millard, Janet Phillips,
Steve & Peggy Ragan

Congregation Council: Ann Greenwood (President), Scott Rice (Vice
President), Peggy Ragan (Secretary), Janet
Petersen (Congregation Treasurer), Amanda
Bright, Sandra Brinker, Eloise Dettmer, Grace
Kaarre, Gail Lidinsky, Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen, Joan
Searles, Anita Wooton

Office Administrator: Cate Teague
Sunday Sexton: Thomas Bright
Lead Cantor/Music Librarian: Tom Tryon
Artist in Residence: Dr. Joseph Holt

Noted throughout the service - P: Presiding Minister L: Lector C: Congregation
Faith has a T-Coil-enabled hearing loop for those whose hearing aid(s)also are enabled.
NOTE: This service is being live-streamed. While we try to avoid filming congregants, it may
happen at times.



PRELUDE Pastorale Arcangelo Corelli
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN CANTICLE OF THE TURNING ELW 723
Verses 1 & 2

Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a- way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications. Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form ibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



ELW Holy Baptism
PRESENTATION

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, parents and siblings gather with the ministers
at the font along with any children present for worship. The assembly stands
and faces the font.

The presiding minister may address the children at the font before addressing
the assembly in these or similar words:

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children
of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God
and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in
the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of
God.

Sponsors Judith Melander and Alice Korby present the candidate:
We present Rosie Judith Troilo for baptism.
The presiding minister addresses parents, Febo and Helen

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have your daughter baptized into Christ?

Response: We do.

As you bring Rosie Judith to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilifies:

to live with her among God's faithful people,

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures,

and nurture her in faith and prayer,

so that she may learn to frust God,

proclaim Christ through word and deed,

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help Rosie Judith grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Judith and Alice, do you promise to nurture Rosie Judith in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of
baptism and in communion with the church@

Response: We do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Rosie Judith and pray for her in her
new life in Christ

C: We do.

The assembly stands.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors who will respond on
behalf of the baptismal candidate. The assembly may join in the responses.

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church.

Three Renunciation Questions

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?@



Response: | renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God@¢

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirite

C: | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the
font, the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving:

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and

earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

C: Blessed be God now and forever.



P: By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those
whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud
and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.
C: Blessed be God now and forever.

In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son
has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to
the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kihngdom
and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

C: Blessed be God now and forever.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given
new life. Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and
bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BAPTISM

Water is poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:
Rosie Judith, | baptize you in the name of the Father,*

Water is poured on the candidate's head a second time:

and of the Son,

Water is poured on the candidate's head a third time:

and of the Holy Spirit.



C: Amen.

The Congregation responds emphatically

C: You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Allelvia!l

The presiding minister continues:

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to

eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister
prays for each:

Sustain Rosie Judith with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C: Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the
baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is

made, the minister says:

Rosie Judith, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever.

C: Amen.
WELCOME

A lighted candle may be given to a sponsor of the baptized as a
representative of the congregation says:

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.



The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. A representative of
the congregation leads the assembly in the welcome.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

C: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world.

The presiding minister intfroduces Rosie Judith to the congregation. Following
the intfroduction, the service continues with verse 4 of the gathering hymn.

WE STAND

OPENING LITURGY

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN CANTICLE OF THE TURNING ELW 723
Verse 4
See next page
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Canticle of the Turning
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit
C: And also with you.
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GLORIA
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P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive
your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

WE SIT

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16

L: A READING FROM ISAIAH

0The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying,

TAsk a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.

2But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.

3Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary
mortals, that you weary my God also?

14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.

1SHe shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good.

16For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good,

the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

1
1
1
1

Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM REFRAIN: Psalm 80
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Let your face  shine up-on us, and we  shall be saved.

Psalm 80:7

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

'Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up on the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
SRestore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
40O LorD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
Refrain
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
¢You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
/Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

7Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,

the one you have made so strong for yourself.
1BANnd so will we never turn away from you;

give us life, that we may call up on your name.
1"Restore us, O LORD! God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
Refrain



SECOND READING: ROMANS 1:1-7

L: A READING FROM ROMANS

'Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart
for the gospel of God,
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures,
3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh
4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,
Sthrough whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,
¢including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
’To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be sainfs:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Chirist.
C: Thanks be to God.

WE STAND
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Q: i i | i |
o—a—r —— Fr— ‘-
J | —
Al le lu ia, al - le Iu - 1a,
() pmm— [ —
)’ A N pmm—] | | | |
G e e e e 7
) |
al - le Iu ia al - le - Iu 1a

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



P:

18BNow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.

Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.

20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.”

22Al this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

2"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife,

25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;
and he named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

WE SIT
SERMON Rev. Larry Wright
WE STAND
HYMN OF THE DAY O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL ELW 257
Verses 1,2 & 4

See next page



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - 1a - el.

5 O come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer;
O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. composite
Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



WE SIT

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P. As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’'s presence, let us pray for a world that
yearns for new hope.

A brief silence.

L: God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church.
Give discernment and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay
leaders. Take away our fear, so that we serve and love, confident that you are
guiding us. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous
variety of life. Unite humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect
creatures and habitats in peril due to rising seas and warming temperatures.
God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and
justice for all people. We pray for the work of international organizations that
promote peace and human rights, especially Amnesty International. God, in
your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants,
refugees, and those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and
families experiencing hunger, homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any
who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks
for gathering us in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who
cannot be present. Watch over those who travel. Heal the sick and speed their
recovery, especially those on our prayer list and those we name before you in
silence or aloud [PAUSE FOR RESPONSES]. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.



God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God
forever. Shine upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise
and bring us also info your blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P. God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, join our
prayers with those of all your children. In Jesus' name we pray.
C: Amen.

WE STAND

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

Feel free to greet your neighbor with a word of peace.
WE SIT

OFFERTORY Come To Us Now, Emmanuel Nancy Price and Don Besig
Voices of Faith Choir

The offering is collected at this time. Online giving also is available at
www.faithlutheransrg.com. We sincerely appreciate your generosity in support of Faith
Lutheran’s ministries. When the offering plates are brought forward, the congregation stands
and sings.

WE STAND
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OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray.

C: Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty
ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us
messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

P: Please Be Seated
RECOGNITION AND BLESSING OF CHERISHED CHURCH PERSONNEL
The pastor addresses the congregation and then offers the following prayer.

P: Let us pray.
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.

You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.

We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of things seen and
unseen.

You stretched out the heavens like a tent; you divided the day from the night;
you appointed times and seasons for work and rest, for tearing down and
building up.

You blessed your people through all generations and guided them in life and
death: Abraham and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all the prophets;
Mary, mother of our Lord; Peter, James, John, and all the apostles; and all the
saints and withesses in your church of ages past, in whom your Spirit spoke and
moved.

We give you thanks, O God, for Pastor Larry, Kay, Cate, Tommy, Sergio, David,
Tom, Hannah and Kiran who labor in your vineyard here at Faith Lutheran, and
we ask you to bless the fruits of their work. Help them to know our appreciation
and feel our prayerful support. Grant them continued strength and joy in their

service to you.

We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.



P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

0
D" A
%—,—o—’ e o e © T L, e ® o o
St el S~ ~—r
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
9]
)" A
Y oo o [ ——— ————
) SN—
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0
Y
@b [ —— ——— 2 o F 4
J T - = -
Let us give thanks the Lord our God.
9]
" A
% e — ———— e ® o o 0
J Bs s —— ~
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




PREFACE
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From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming
again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we
are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with
your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of
bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness
of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance
with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy
church, now and forever.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.



COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

WE STAND

TABLE BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
God’s Grace.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P: Let us pray.

C: Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy,
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and sitrengthen us by this holy mystery.

Guide us toward your promised future,

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

P: God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the

grace of the Holy Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING SONG LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING ELW 631
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE TRUMPET PROCESSIONAL IN G DAVID LASKY

From sundaysandseasons.com. | Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000587. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.

All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.




FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship Services
Sundays at 8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.*

In-Person & *Live-Streamed at
www.faithlutheransrg.com/live-service

Sunday, Dec. 11, Online views: 54
Sunday, Dec. 11, Attendance: 150

Next: Sunday, Dec. 25, 2022

Christmas Day

Isaiah 62:6-12
God comes to restore the people

Psalm 97
Light dawns for the righteous, and
joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11)

Titus 3:4-7
Saved through water and the Spirit

Luke 2:1-20
The birth of the Messiah revealed to
shepherds

This Week at Faith
Monday, Dec. 19
11T a.m. Finance Committee

Tuesday, Dec. 20

10 a.m. Men of Faith, chapel

12:00 p.m. Mary Circle Meeting

4:30 p.m. Confirmation Class,
church library

Wednesday, Dec. 21
10 a.m. Christmas Caroling
Meet in Fellowship Hall

Thursday, Dec. 22
1 p.m. Stitch ‘n’ Chatter
6 p.m. Jazzercise, gym

Friday, Dec. 23
8:30 a.m. Jazzercise, gym

Saturday, Dec. 24

4:30 p.m. Musical Prelude followed by
Candlelight Service

6:45 p.m. Musical Prelude followed by
Candlelight Service

Sunday, Dec. 25
?2:10 a.m. Adult Forum,
conference room
92:15a.m. Choir Rehearsal, choirroom


http://www.faithlutheransrq.com/live-service

WELCOME VISITORS!

We are so glad you have joined us for worship. Please let us know that you
visited by filling out a Visitor Card, located on the table near the entrance.
Kindly give the card to an usher or place it in the offering plate.

Let Us Pray

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive
your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Adult Forum Meets TODAY, Dec. 18

Adult Forum will meet TODAY, Sunday Dec 18t with Lesson 4
. “City of the Great King-The Temple” of “That the World May
. Know"” video series. We will meet in the conference room

- between the two morning worship services from 9:10 —
92:50am. We will not meet on Sunday Dec 25th and Jan 1st.
We will begin meeting again on Sunday Jan 8th. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Yearl!

Pack your bags! We're going on a journey with Ray Vander Laan, a Biblical
scholar. A quest to uncover Scripture and its meaning across history. Filmed on
location in Israel and throughout the Middle East, the Faith Lessons Digital series
is an adventure in biblical learning. You will discover why Jesus turned the world
upside down with his compelling call to follow Him. The insights you gain will
transform your reading of the Gospels and inspire a deeper faith commitment.

Christmas Carols
Meet at 10 a.m., Wednesday, Dec. 21, in the fellowship

hall at Faith to join a happy throng of singers that will 2 e ey
carol at the homes of less-mobile members to spread F'yi W 1‘
Christmas cheer. & O 4




Christmas Poinsettias

Help decorate our Sanctuary for Christmas while
honoring or remembering a loved one or special
occasion by dedicating one or more Christmas
Poinsettias for $14 each. Last day: Monday, 12/19

Men of Faith Meet Tuesday in the Chapel

Men, please join us at 10 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 20, in the chapel for another
exciting study of the book of Judges. Consider inviting a friend or two, as well.

No prior Bible study experience necessary, and each study is its own unit, so join
us any time!

G.L.F.T.S. (Growing In Faith Through Scripture)
On Hiatus until Jan. 17

With the holidays fast approaching, the G.I.F.T.S.
(Growing In Faith Through Scripture) Women's Bible Study
will not meet until Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023. The group will
resume studying "Be Still and Know" by Deb Burma at 9:30
a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17, in the conference room. We look
forward to continuing our exploration of Psalm 46. May
Christmas Joy fill your hearts.




Readers Club

Readers Club meets at 2 p.m. on the last Monday of
% the month in the church library.

0o
e readers will skip December due to Christmas.
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Jan. 30, they will discuss Haven Point by Virginia
Hume.
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For more information, contact Kathy Schilio,
schimo@yahoo.com. Please join!

Voices of Faith Choir Rehearsals

Choir rehearsals take place at 9:15 a.m. Sunday mornings, in
the choirroom. All are welcome! Whether you are seasonal
or full time; an experienced singer or a novice; a soloist or a
shower-singer; a church member or a visitor, you are
welcome to join the Voices of Faith Choir. We have a place
for youl!

Confirmation Class

Our class time is 4:30-5:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

This comprehensive confirmation program is more than just a
class. It seeks to provide experiences and opportunities in which
the individual can grow in faith as a Christian (i.e., worship,
relationships with peers and mentors, small group experiences,
and ministry opportunities).

Bereavement Group Shares Strength and Hope

*Please note that the Bereavement Group will be
suspended on 12/21 due to Christmas Caroling. We
will resume on 12/28. Faith’'s Bereavement Group
meets at 1 p.m. Wednesdays in the chapel. All are
welcome. If you or a friend can use some help
bearing the burden of grief, this group is for you.
There is strength in community. Help spread the word of hope.
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Let’s Pray!

Looking for a time to pray with members of our Faith
family? Join us at 11:00 a.m. Wednesdays in the
chapel. We will pray for ourselves, our loved ones,
those in need, our church community, the larger
community that we serve, our nation and the world.
We will conclude with Holy Communion.

Bring your concerns and your desire to connect with our loving heavenly
Father! Can’t attend in person? Please join us via Zoom.

Join Zoom Meeting: Meeting ID: 871 4720 3661, Passcode: 041291

NOTE: If you need the sacrament brought to your house, please let us know or
take consecrated elements home with you on Sunday if you are in town.

Altar Flowers: A Beautiful Way to Honor People and Events

Please consider donating altar flowers in honor of a Altar
special occasion, in memory of a loved one or to glorify FZOLU@TS
God. The price is $30 for one vase or $60 for two vases.
The next available Sunday is Jan. 8.

After the second service on Sunday, you may take your
flowers home or donate them to a person or place of
your choice. Indicate your wish on the flower donation
board in the fellowship hall or on our webpage.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund Needs Your Help

sharin Qi Pastor Eric often is in conversation with members of the
msguic\lii\irocvjm congregation or the community about specific needs and aid
sharifig Vg:{_l T ;g they might require. The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund provides

him the means to help financially, when necessary.

Thank you for the strong congregational response thus far! If
you are able, please consider a donation so vulnerable
members of our community can continue to receive emergency assistance.

Following Hurricane lan, requests for assistance have grown substantially.




Consider Sharing Soup for Joan’s Soup Freezer

Joan’s Soup Freezer in the kitchen needs to be restocked. Please
consider making a little extra soup to share, put it in a freezer-
safe container marked with the type of soup and the date it was
prepared, then place it in the kitchen freezer that is labeled
“Joan’s Soup.” All are welcome to take soup from that freezer
for yourself, friends or anyone who is struggling or not feeling well.

Faith’s Food Pantry Needs Ready-to-Eat Options

We continue to work with All Faiths Food Bank to begin
Ju A food pantry operations. In the meantime, we still are

£ & collecting food for All Faiths. Please consider donating
D PANTRY any nonperishables for others who may need them. A

hanl For Supporti

feease o e dodd ol y) - |grge barrel in the narthex is waiting for your donations.
) Following the two recent hurricanes, many in our

community are in need of donated food.

Committee Seeks Four People for Council of Faith

It is fime to prepare a slate of people who will serve on the
Congregational Council of Faith for the next three years.

Four seats need to be filled at a time when there is
excitement in the progress that the past year has brought
to the renewal of our church.

Please give prayerful consideration to help Faith continue God's work by
serving on the Congregational Council. It can be a blessing to many people,
including yourself. If you feel called to serve, please inform one of the
nomination committee members listed below. And if you are asked to serve,
please say a little prayer before responding.

The nomination committee look forward to presenting a slate of candidates to
be voted on at the Annual Meeting in February.

Eloise Dettmer — eadettmer@aol.com — 941-021-7381
Sandy Brinker — sbrinker?73@verizon.net — 941-966-3209
Grace Kaarre — graceret?9@aol.com — 941-468-6850
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Deepen Your Faith by Becoming a Church Deacon

Contact Pastor Eric if you are interested in delving deeper into
your faith and becoming a church deacon. We already have
three members who will join in study through Diakonia Florida-

. Bahamas Synod’'s School of Lay Ministry. The group likely will
meet Saturday mornings beginning in January at Faith.
Questionse visit diakoniafl.org or contact Deborah
Dornemann, 941-914-7553.

Adult Bible Study to Resume Its Winter Session

“Signs and Wonders”
A study of Jesus' Miracles

Ever wonder about the stories of Jesus' miraclese Believers
are very familiar with Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000, and the
stilling of the storm. What do we make of these accountse
Actual happeningse Metaphorical stories? Let's explore
these questions together. Perhaps the big question is not
“did this happen?’” but “what does it mean?2” Both
questions deserve our faithful deliberation and
interpretation!

Our theologian in residence, Dr. Amy-lill Levine, will by DVD lecture and student
book provide grist for our mill, featuring 6 selected miracle stories. Our Faith
Endowment Fund will provide a student book for each who registers for the
class.

Please call the Church Office [941-924-4664] and have Cate sign you up for the
course. The deadline for registration is January 3.

Pastor Larry will lead this Six-Week study beginning Wednesday, January 11t,
and continuing each Wednesday through February 15th. Each one-hour session

begins at 9:30 a.m. and meets in the second-floor classroom in the Community
Center across from the elevator.

Welcome All. Refreshments! Great discussion! Fellowship!

WHAT‘'S NOTTO LOVE?
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Please remember in your prayers this week:

Jeff & Nancy Arntsen

Kevin Beard, friend of Jim Winemiller
Tommy Bright

Charles Budreau

Dee Burlingame

Michael O. Cannon, father of Kay Cannon
Cheryl Cook

Joan Cotton

Eloise Dettmer

Megan Fairlie

Family & Friends of Marlene Falconer
Elizabeth Farmer

John Gallo, friend of April Shettler

Andrea Gamboa

Elaine Graham

Dottie Gustafson, friend of Patricia Lawrence
Jon Hale

Alyssa Hansen, cousin of Lisa Olsen

Jeff Hansen, nephew of Joan Searles
Kevin Hooks, son-in-law of Anita and Jon Wooton
Mary Janice Holt

Jesus & Rita Jimenez

Family & Friends Howard King,
friend of Powrie’s and others

Paul & Debby Maresch

Kathryn McLaughlin

Judi Melander

Ed Miller

Kristin Mohammed

Jeremy & Yvonne Mullins

Family & Friends of Dennis Pappalardo
Doris Anne Prieur-Lucia

Fritz Rappold

Family & Friends of Deacon Sue Rice
Gabriel Rockwell

Beverly & Floyd Ryder

Family & Friends of Dick Sanks

Ken Schell, brother of Mike (Gwen) Schell
Rev. John Spittal

Dieter Smirnow

Cathy Stubenvoll

Michelle Terrell, niece of Kay Cannon
Colette Thornbloom

Evie Webb

Marlene Wiest

Jon Wooton

Jeremiah 29:12 "Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, | will hear you."

Contact the church office if:

e You or someone you know would like a communion visit, hospital or home visit, or to be

contacted.

e You know of someone who would appreciate receiving a card in the mail.

e You would like to serve as a Eucharistic Minister.

e You have an addition to the Prayer List. Please send an email with the individual's name
to officeadmin@faithlutheransrg.com. Please send updates when prayers are answered.
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ABOUT US

Gathered faithfully to love and serve God and all others.

OUR VISION

To be an ELCA congregation that displays the frue, unending love of Christ. To promote peace,
social justice and grace throughout all we do.

THE ELCA

Faith Lutheran Church is part of the greater Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). We are
ecumenical, saved by grace and love Jesus.

7750 Beneva Road

Sarasota, FL 34238

941-924-4664
officeadmin@faithlutheransrg.com
www.faithlutheransrg.com

SUBSCRIBE TO RECEIVE THE LATEST NEWS AND UPDATES

Would you like to receive the latest news and updates from Faith Lutheran?
Subscribe to our weekly Friday Update on our website at www.faithlutheransrg.com
or email us at officeadmin@faithlutheransrg.com.
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