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April 17, 2022  

Easter Vigil Sunrise Service | Liturgy of Holy Baptism  
 

The Vigil of Easter  

Lumen Christi 

Thank You for Serving Today: 

Presiding Minister: Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen 

Welcome to this Easter Vigil, the central liturgy of the Christian year. The night on which 
Christ arose from the dead is the occasion for our ritual participation in that resurrection 
event, our passing over with Christ from death to life.  

The Easter Vigil developed from the ancient Night Watch, in which the faithful would 
gather in churches on the night of Easter to baptize those who had been prepared during 
the Lenten season and to await the hour when Christ arose from the tomb. The Church’s 
most ancient Easter service is now being restored among us to give fuller expression to 
our celebration of the resurrection event. It is a service rich in contrast (darkness and light, 
death and life, chaos and order, slavery and freedom) and in symbolism. Through this 
liturgy we are powerfully reminded of who we are, sacramentally renewed in that 
Christian identity. We are people who in Holy Baptism have passed from death to life. 
Through our Baptism we join the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

 

 



Four Movements Comprise This Liturgy  

The Liturgy of Light: centers around the large Paschal candle, which is marked to represent 
Christ, the Light of the world. In darkness the people follow the Light of Christ (Lumen 
Christi), even as the pillar of fire led Israel to the promised land. The light of the risen Lord 
is then spread among the people as the individual candles are lit. Then the ancient Paschal 
proclamation, the first joyous song of Easter, is intoned.  

The Liturgy of the Word: a time for hearing, meditating upon, and responding in song to 
the story of all God has done for God’s people from the beginning. We are reminded that 
God’s story is our story.  

The Liturgy of Holy Baptism (sunrise) in which we not only celebrate with those who this 
night make their Passover from death to life in the life-giving waters, and with those who 
reaffirm their baptismal faith and join themselves with this Christian community, but in 
which we also renew our baptismal promises.  

This is the night in which   

Heavenly things are  

United to those of earth  

And things divine to  

Those which are human  

Alleluia + Alleluia + alleluia 
 

The Liturgy of Holy Baptism  
The Reading Romans 6:3–11  

L: A reading from Romans. 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life.  

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once 
for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  



L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God  

Procession to the Font 

Hymn    Borning Cry       ELW# 732 



Affirmation of Baptism  

P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise 
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father;   

We give you thanks, for in the beginning  

your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift 
of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. By the waters of the 
flood you condemned the wicked  

and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led 
Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea. out of slavery into 
the freedom of the promised land.  

In the waters of the Jordan your son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Spirit.  

By the baptism of his own death and resurrection   

your beloved son has set us free from bondage to sin and death, and has opened 
the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the 
kingdom of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who have been baptized may be given new 
life.  

Continue to wash away the sins of all those who are cleansed by water and bring 
them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. To you be given praise and 
honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,   

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

C: Amen  

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
Church, the faith in which we baptize.  

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? C: I do.  

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? C: I do.  

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C: I do.  

P: Then hear us, O God.  



During the Litany that follows, the people are sprinkled with the Baptismal Water as a 
remembrance of their own baptism. It is appropriate to make the sign of the cross when 
sprinkled, just as this sign was made upon us at our baptism.  
 
Easter Litany  

A: Be gracious to us.  

C: Hear us, O God.  

A: You loved us before the world was made:  

C: Hear us, O God.  

A: You rescued the people of your promise:  

C: Great is your love.  

A: You spoke through your prophets:  

C: Great is your love.  

A: You gave your only Son for the life of the world:  

C: Great is your love.  

A: For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
C: Great is your love.  

A: And was born of the Virgin Mary:  

C: Great is your love.  

A: Who by his cross and suffering has redeemed the world:  
C: Great is your love.  

A: And has washed us from our sins:   

C: Great is your love.  

A: Who on the third day rose from the dead:  

C: Great is your love.  

A: And has given us the victory:  

C: Great is your love. 
A: Who ascended on high:  

C: Great is your love.  

A: And intercedes for us at the right hand of God:  
C: Great is your love.  

A: For the gift of the Holy Spirit:  

C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church:  
C: Thanks be to God.  

 



A: For the great cloud of witnesses into which we are baptized:  
C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For Sarah and Abraham, Isaac and Rebekah:  

C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For Gideon and Deborah, David and Esther:  

C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For Moses and Isaiah, Jeremiah and Daniel:  

C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For Miriam and Rahab, Abigail and Ruth:  

C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For Mary, mother of our Lord:  

C: Thanks be to God.  

A: For John, who baptized in the Jordan:  

C: Thanks be to God  

A: For Mary Magdalene and Joanna, Mary and Martha:  
C: Thanks be to God  

A: For James and John, Peter and Andrew:  

C: Thanks be to God  

A: For Paul and Apollos, Stephen and Phoebe:  

C: Thanks be to God  

A: For all holy men and women, our mothers and fathers in faith:  
C: Thanks be to God  

A: For the noble band of prophets: 
C: Thanks be to God  

A: For the glorious company of the apostles:  

C: Thanks be to God  

A: For the white-robed army of martyrs:  

C: Thanks be to God  

A: For the cherubim and seraphim,  

Michael and the holy angels:  

C: Thanks be to God  

A: Be gracious to us:  

C: Hear us, O God  

A: Deliver your people:  

C: Hear us, O God  

 



A: Give new life to these chosen ones by the grace of baptism:  
C: Hear us, O God  

A: Strengthen all who bear the sign of the cross:  

C: Hear us, O God  

A: Clothe us in compassion and love:  

C: Hear us, O God  

A: Bring us with all your saints to the river of life:  

C: Hear us, O God.  

Holy Gospel John 20:1-18  
A: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord.  

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." 
3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were  
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that 
he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.  

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  13They said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him." 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" 
(which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said 



these things to her.  

A: The Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.   

Sermon                  Rev. Eric Olaf Olsen 

Prayers of the Church  
P: Washed and renewed in the mercy of God that endures forever, we pray this night for 

the church, the world, and all creation.  

A brief silence.  

A: You bring us from death to life with Christ. Fill and enlighten the newly baptized 
(especially); enliven all the baptized so that your church may be a sign of 
resurrection in the world. Hear us, O God  

C: Your mercy is great.  

A: At creation you brought forth order and life. Bring life anew to all creation: sky, earth, 
and seas; sun, moon, and stars; plants and  animals. Teach us to treasure and defend 
what you have declared to be good. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  

A: As you delivered your people, deliver all from bondage. Bring an end to war and 
brutality. Raise up leaders who listen for wisdom’s voice.  Cause righteousness to spring 
up among the nations. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.  

A: Your power extends to the depths of the grave. Bring hope and peace to all who are in 
the depths of sorrow or the fires of suffering. Heal all who are sick and comfort the 
grieving, especially those on our Prayer List. Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.  

A: In the first light of dawn Jesus’ resurrection was revealed. Guard all who keep vigil in 
the night: tending to the sick or ensuring public safety, working, or worrying. As they 
await the morning, may hope dawn upon them. Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: You drew the amazed, the terrified, and the weeping to the empty tomb. Gather us with 
your people of all times and places to wonder at your power and rejoice in your love. Hear 
us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  

Here other intercessions may be offered.  

P: To you, Living God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the 



one with whom we have been raised to new life, Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  

C: Amen.  
 
Peace  
P: The peace of the risen Christ be with you.  

C: And also with you.  
 
The Offering   
 
Offertory Prayer  
P: Let us pray.   

C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P.Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 
transforming death into life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 
P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In this very night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 



we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation To Holy Communion 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 
 
 



Communion Hymn At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing   ELW 362
 

 

Table Blessing 

P:  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace 
now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

 



Benediction  
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.  
C: Amen.  

P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  

P: The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.  

C: Amen.  

 

Hymn   Jesus Christ Is Risen Today      ELW 365 



Dismissal  
P:  Alleluia Christ is Risen! 
C:  Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sending Hymn:   We Know that Christ is Raised    ELW 449 
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