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Welcome to worship at Faith Lutheran Church!
Wherever you are in your spiritual journey, you are welcome here. We invite you to journey with us as we explore the life of faith together. At Faith all are welcome in every aspect of our congregational life. We believe that worship is central to our life together and that in our weekly gathering around word and sacrament, God empowers us to live out our purpose to be “Gathered in Faith, Called to Serve.” All the baptized are welcome at the table of the Lord.  (White grape juice and gluten-free communion wafers are available at the altar rail. If you are unable to come forward to receive communion, a server will come to you, please indicate your desire to an usher). If you are a guest or first time worshiper, we invite you to sign the red attendance book so we can share some information with you.
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Hearing aid devices are available for use during the worship service. Please request one from an usher. Faith has a Hearing Loop, so turn on the T-Coils in your hearing aids. Please know that it is okay to remain seated during the service and music if you have any health concerns or difficulty standing. 
VOLUNTEERS SERVING TODAY-JULY 23RD, 2017 
Lector Cherry Meeks Communion Assistant John Thornbloom         
Altar Guild Sandra Brinker, Jane Hindall, Carole Inkrott, 
Doris Kinney, Cherry Meeks, Wayne Meeks, Judy Millard, Kathryn 
Blessing, Christine Earp, Peggy Ragan, LaVerne Gill, Lauma Brass.
Chancel Flowers are given by Silva Jensen and family, in loving memory
of Robert B. Jensen.
PRELUDE                           Panis Angelicus				César Franck
															       JJ Duets          
WELCOME 
       (CONGREGATION PLEASE RISE)
GREETING                                                                                                
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

HYMN                  		Sing to the Lord of Harvest                                694
        
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in steadfast love. Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another. Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
 
(CONGREGATION PLEASE BE SEATED)



FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
LECTOR
The first reading is from the 44th Chapter of Isaiah. 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 86:11-17

11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth;
  give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
  and glorify your name forevermore. 
 13For great is your love toward me;
  you have delivered me from the pit of death.
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a 
   band of violent people seeks my life;
  they have not set you before their eyes.
 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
 16Turn to me and have mercy on me;
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of 
  your handmaid. 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that 
  those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;
  because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 





SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
LECTOR
The second reading is from the 8th Chapter of Romans.  

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God. 
 (CONGREGATION PLEASE RISE)

THE GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th Chapter.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 

24Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

			      (CONGREGATION PLEASE BE SEATED)

SERMON						                          Rev. Dr. Robert Mursch  
                            
                             (CONGREGATION PLEASE RISE)

APOSTLES CREED
Gathered as God’s people, we join in the Baptismal Refrain of the Early Church:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.
Enliven your church with love for your world, O God. Give undivided hearts to Christians from Africa and the Americas, Asia and Europe. Make us one in faithful witness to your will. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renew the life of this earth, O God, even as it groans because of misuse and decay. Cultivate in us an eager longing for a healthy and life-giving earth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bridge the chasms that divide the nations, O God. Inspire a reconciling vision among the world’s leaders, and bring together people of differing commitments for the sake of the world’s most vulnerable people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Embrace those who suffer, O God. Give peace to all who are near death, hope to those who are depressed, shelter to the homeless, and healing to the sick… especially for those people and petitions we raise before you now. BRIEF SILENCE. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Embolden our witness to your love, O God. Send us out into the world with courageous hearts, persistence, and holy wisdom. Inspire us to tend to and delight in our children’s faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Raise up your saints, O God. Inspire us by the lives of all reformers and renewers of your church especially Birgitta of Sweden. Receive our thanks for the saints among us who have recently died. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE                           
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Send down on us, O Lord, the spirit of life and power, glory and love, that in this Holy Communion, we may be made one with him, and he with us, and that we may remain faithful members of his body until we eat together again in his Holy Kingdom. 
Come, Risen Lord, live in us that we may live in You.
Now with all the faithful who ever were and are, with all creation in all time, with joy we say:  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. All space and all time show forth your glory now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread. Our Lord is the host that brings us together. Thanks be to God.
           
       (CONGREGATION PLEASE BE SEATED)
THE EUCHARIST 
    		    	    (CONGREGATION PLEASE RISE)

THE BLESSING 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of peace. Amen. 

BENEDICTION
[image: ]May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING 
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. Thanks be to God!

            Your offerings may be placed in the plate beside the Altar or at the
                                  Narthex door before or after Worship.
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