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Little Rock Marathon becomes an 

AbbottWMM Wanda Age Group World Championship Qualifying Race 
Global tour of qualifying events includes the Little Rock Marathon 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – The Little Rock Marathon has joined Series XIII Abbott World Marathon Majors Wanda Age Group World 

Championships in 2021 as a qualifying race. 

 

Launching in Sept. 2018, the Abbott World Marathon Majors Wanda Age Group World Rankings aims to raise awareness of the sport 

of marathon running by highlighting the achievements of age-group marathon runners, that otherwise might go unnoticed. 

 

Participants in a qualifying race earn points according to their age, time and gender, aligned with the following age groups for men 

and women: 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80+.  The qualifying period for the second cycle of qualifying 

follows Series XIII of the Abbott World Marathon Majors which begins and ends with the Bank of America Chicago Marathon (Oct. 13 

2019 and Oct. 11 2020 respectively). The Series XIII AbbottWMM Wanda Age Group World Championships will be in 2021 with the 

venue to be announced later this year. 

 

“We are very excited about the response to the AbbottWMM Wanda Age Group World Rankings from marathons around the world. 

More than 125,000 runners aged 40+ participate in AbbottWMM races each year and this new system will allow even more runners 

to become a part of the AbbottWMM family,” said Tim Hadzima, Executive Director of Abbott World Marathon Majors. “Our system 

gives runners a chance to run all over the world and all across the calendar on a truly global stage. We want to give them a chance to 

gain recognition like never before. We are proud to be working with all our partners to take age group marathon running to the next 

level and showcase the achievements of these everyday champions.” 

 

“We’re thrilled to be part of the AbbottWMM Wanda Age Group Qualifying Series,” said Gina Pharis, Co-Executive Director of the 

Little Rock Marathon.  “Our goal is to aid all our athletes in achieving their race goals, take care of them while they are in Little Rock, 

and hopefully help them qualify for a world championship.” 

 

The 18th annual Little Rock Marathon will take place on Feb. 28 – March 1, 2020 in downtown Little Rock.  The Little Rock Marathon 

benefits Little Rock Parks & Recreation. 

 

For more information about registration and other details, please visit: http://littlerockmarathon.com/.   

### 

About Little Rock Marathon 

The mission of the Little Rock Marathon is provide a premier event open to athletes of all abilities, while promoting a healthy lifestyle through 

running and walking and raising money for Little Rock Parks & Recreation.  Since inception in 2003, more than $1,149,683.63 has been donated to 

Little Rock Parks & Recreation. Little Rock Marathon Race Weekend is held the first weekend in March each year and includes a marathon, half 

marathon, 10K, 5K run/walk, a children’s mile and a free two-day health and fitness expo.  With an estimated $6 million in local spending annually, 

more than 211,600 individuals have participated in a Little Rock Marathon race, event, or free training program.  This has been achieved through 

school-based programs, community outreach, partnerships with running/walking groups across the country and passionate grass roots promotion. 

About Abbott World Marathon Majors 
The Abbott World Marathon Majors (AbbottWMM) is a series of six of the largest and most renowned marathons in the world – Tokyo Marathon, 

B.A.A. Boston Marathon, Virgin Money London Marathon, BMW BERLIN-MARATHON, Bank of America Chicago Marathon and TCS New York City 

Marathon. For more information, visit www.Abbottwmm.com 


