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NEWS BRIEFS
Same-sex spouses
not invited to event
Same-sex spouses of clergy
are not invited to the gathering of
Anglican Communion of bishops
known as the Lambeth Conference
set for next year, according to a
Feb. 15 blog post released through
the Anglican Communion News
Service.
Communion secretary general
Dr. Josiah Idowu-Fearon authored
the post sharing news of the decision, which was made by Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby,
head of the Church of England.
Invitations to the decennial
event had been sent to all bishops,
said Idowu-Fearon in the post,
noting that the Anglican church’s
position on marriage is defined as
“the lifelong union of a man and a
woman.”
“Given this, it would be inappropriate for same-sex spouses to
be invited to the conference,” said
Idowu-Fearon, who said human
sexuality would be among the
topics discussed at the 2020 conference.
“The Communion has always
had what [Welby] calls “push and
pull” on issues, and this [decision]
should not be a distraction — it is
something to be celebrated,” said
Idowu-Fearon. “The Conference
is not a meeting of like-minded
people; it is space in which we
can gather to express difference.
And so everyone who is invited
should come.”
— ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
Special to the Democrat-Gazette
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SPECIAL EVENTS
m The Caroline Blackman Mis-

sionary Society of Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church, 600
Cedar St., North Little Rock, will
host a Spring Bazaar, selling various items from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
today. Admission is free; lunch is
$8. (501) 374-9948.
m The Cabot Wild Game Expo will
take place in the gym and annex
of Cabot High School, 401 N. Lincoln St., Cabot, at 6 p.m. today.
The expo is hosted by First Baptist Church Cabot, 204 N. Third St.;
and Mount Carmel Baptist Church,
163 Mount Carmel Road, Cabot. A
vendor fair begins at 1 p.m. Tickets
are required, $20 for adults and
free for children 8 and under at
cwgexpo.com. (501) 843-5472.
m First Christian Church, 14411
Taylor Loop Road, will hold “Fat
Sunday” after its 10:30 a.m. service
Sunday with Cajun food, games,
prizes, music and children’s activities. (501) 225-5656.
m First Lutheran Church, 314
E. Eighth St., will hold an Ash
Wednesday Communion service
at 7 p.m. Wednesday. During Lent,
the sanctuary will be open from
noon to 1 p.m. Wednesdays for
prayer and meditation. (501) 3721023.
m Geyer Springs First Baptist Church,
12400 Interstate 30, will host a performance by Grammy Award-winning Bill Gaither and the Gaither
Vocal Band at 7 p.m. March 15.
(501) 455-3474.
m Grace Presbyterian Church, 9301
N. Rodney Parham Road, will
begin a four-week series led by
Hendrix College professor Robert
Williamson on his book The Forgotten Books of the Bible at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday. gracelr.org or (501)
225-3274.
m Greater Center Star Missionary
Baptist Church, 800 W. 33rd St., will
celebrate the ﬁfth anniversary of its
pastor, Kenneth Traylor, at 3 p.m.
March 10 with guest Bishop Kenneth Robinson. (501) 374-7109.
m Greater New Hope Baptist Church,
1723 W. 44th St., North Little Rock,
will celebrate the second anniversary of Luther Green Jr. as pastor
at 3 p.m. March 10 with guest Larry
Johnson. (501) 758-4651 or (501)
376-9631.
m Primrose United Methodist Church,
3006 W. Dixon Road, will hold its
annual rummage sale from 7-11
a.m. today. Proceeds will beneﬁt
the church’s missions. (501) 8883854.
m Quapaw Quarter United Methodist
Church, 1601 S. Louisiana St., will
host a free Mardi Gras Gumbo and
Karaoke party from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall.
(501) 375-1600.
m Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church,
1000 N. Mississippi St., will host
a pancake breakfast benefiting
the church’s youth programs from
8:45-9:45 a.m. Sunday, with a suggested donation of $5 per person
and $15 per family; and will hold
Ash Wednesday services at noon
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday with
holy Eucharist and imposition of
ashes.
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The Rev. Anne Holcomb (left), a retired pastor and member of Quapaw Quarter United Methodist Church in Little Rock, gives Communion in the form
of tiny cups of grape juice during the 2018 Little Rock Marathon along with the Rev. Keith Coker, Quapaw Quarter’s pastor (center). The church will
offer “Communion on the Run” for all who wish to partake on Sunday from 8-10 a.m. at the intersection of 16th and Main streets in Little Rock during
this year’s marathon, according to Holcomb.

Running with the Lord
Quapaw Quarter United Methodist to minister to
marathoners, spectators with ‘Communion on the Run’
FRANCISCA JONES
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

J

udith Faust first heard
the United Methodist
Church’s slogan “Open
hearts. Open minds. Open
doors.” in 2005 at Quapaw
United Methodist Church, where
she’d taken her mother for a worship service.
“I thought, ‘Boy, if I’m going
to be part of a church, that’s the
sort that I want to be part of,’”
said Faust, who has worshipped
at Quapaw Quarter ever since.
Faust recalled that her mind
wasn’t as open last year when
the Rev. Keith Coker, Quapaw
Quarter’s pastor, proposed offering Communion — the symbolic Christian rite of taking in the
body of Christ — to spectators of
the Little Rock Marathon.
“I remember thinking — and
no doubt saying — ‘Well, I can’t
imagine that runners in the middle of a marathon would stop
to take Communion,’” Faust
said. “[Coker] said maybe they
wouldn’t, but spectators would
… and we ought to be out there

[on the route].”
Now she and other church
members and clergy are preparing to offer spiritual and physical sustenance to spectators and
runners at the Little Rock Marathon for the second consecutive
year Sunday in what the church
has dubbed “Communion on the
Run.”
The outdoor ministry comes
just days after the global United Methodist Church’s vote to
uphold its ban on same-sex marriage and ordination of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
clergy. Quapaw Quarter is a
Reconciling Community, which
means it supports full inclusion
of LGBT people in the church.
Ahead of the Tuesday decision,
Coker said life in the church
would continue with its activities, which include helping the
homeless.
Coker said one of the places
from which he drew inspiration
for “Communion on the Run”
was the “Ashes to Go” initiative
undertaken among Christian denominations that takes the ob-

servance of Ash Wednesday —
the first day of Lent, known as
a time of fasting and penitence
leading up to Easter — to the
public through what he said was
a drive-thru basis.
“We had the realization that
the marathon was happening on
a Communion Sunday, and that
would [make for] many people
downtown,” Coker said. “Since
we’re 50 yards off the route, we
thought, ‘What a perfect thing to
do.’”
The Rev. Anne Holcomb, a retired associate pastor for Quapaw
Quarter and current member,
said in the United Methodist denomination anyone is allowed to
partake in Communion, and that
in the part of the country that includes Arkansas, Communion is
usually taken on the first Sunday
of each month.
In a sanctuary setting, participants are given a piece of bread
to dip in a chalice of grape juice,
but on the marathon route Holcomb — who will again offer
Communion along with Coker
as clergy — and volunteers did

their best to handle tiny plastic
Communion cups that were difficult to manage on what was a
rainy, windy Sunday last year.
“Technically you’re not supposed to give one without the
other,” Holcomb said of the bread
and grape juice. “But some people
are like, ‘Oh, no, I’m gluten-free,’
or ‘Oh, I can’t drink grape juice,’
… so you just try to do it from
a theological point — you just
gotta throw a blessing out there.”
Geneva Lamm, executive director of the Little Rock marathon, said there are “quite a few”
churches on the marathon route
offering support. Mount St. Mary
and Episcopal Collegiate School
will both have aid stations.
“We asked [churches] to come
out and pray for everybody, and
we asked them to try to help us
celebrate the runners and pray
for them,” Lamm said. “We’ve
told them it’s a way to reach
anyone that’s unchurched, [and]
I think some have been very re-
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New Mormon temple invites Romans for a look
ELISABETTA POVOLEDO
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ROME — Home to the Vatican,
the pope and St. Peter’s Basilica,
Rome is unchallenged in its claim
to be the global center of the Roman
Catholic Church.
But the city also plays host to the
largest mosque in western Europe,
the largest Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall on the continent, and, as
of this year, the biggest center in
Europe belonging to the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Occupying a 15-acre site near
Rome’s outer ring road, the enormous temple atop a hill, nearly 10
years in the making, was hard to
miss during its construction, arousing the curiosity of Romans, regardless of their faith.
Which may explain why so many
Italians — more than 50,000 — visited the temple during an extended
open house before its formal dedication this month. After that, only
church members in good standing
will be able to enter, although everyone is welcome on the grounds,
officials said.
“It’s interesting to discover other
faiths; it opens you up to the world,”
said Antonella Gamberoni, a Rome
librarian who visited on a recent

afternoon.
In this predominantly Roman
Catholic country, members of the
church are known as the freshfaced, clean-cut youths who speak
Italian with a distinctly American
accent and who are politely (or not)
ignored on street corners or when
they go knocking door to door to
proselytize.
But Gamberoni said she wanted
to dig a bit deeper to understand a
different set of beliefs better.
“Rome is a universal city, and
that’s important,” she said.
Rome’s historical connection to
the early apostles Peter and Paul,
who are both believed to have died
here, was one reason the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
was so keen to establish a temple
in the city.
“We usually build a temple in
a capital city if it is conveniently located for the members,” said
Alessandro Dini-Ciacci, the official
responsible for the church in Italy,
which counts about 26,000 members. “Rome had that, plus the added bonus of being a hub of ChrisThe New York Times/ELISABETTA POVOLEDO
tianity.”
This is the new temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in
Temples of the church are where Rome. Occupying a 15-acre site near Rome’s outer ring road, the enormous
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temple atop a hill, nearly 10 years in the making, was hard to miss during its
construction, arousing the curiosity of Romans, regardless of their faith.
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Nun faces men in black at Vatican sex-abuse summit
At the end of the movie
Spotlight, the screen went
black before a message appeared noting that in 2002
alone, The Boston Globe’s
investigative reporting team
published nearly 600 stories
about sexual abuse by Catholic clergy.
The next screen noted,
“249 priests and brothers
were publicly accused of sexual abuse within the Boston
Archdiocese.”
But there was more. The
first time Sister Veronica
Openibo of Nigeria saw this
film — which won the Oscar for Best Picture for 2015
— she was stunned to see
four screens packed with the
names of 223 American dioceses and nations in which
major abuse scandals had
been uncovered.
“Tears of sorrow flowed,”
she said, speaking at the Vatican’s global summit on clergy sexual abuse. “How could

ON RELIGION

TERRY MATTINGLY
the clerical church have kept
silent, covering these atrocities? The silence, the carrying
of the secrets in the hearts of
the perpetrators, the length of
the abuses and the constant
transfers of perpetrators are
unimaginable.”
Didn’t any of these priests
and bishops, she asked, go
to confession? Didn’t they
wrestle with their sins while
talking with the spiritual directors who guide their lives?
Later, she went further, asking why these clergy were
allowed to remain in ministry after committing these

atrocities. Why weren’t they Some did and some did not,
defrocked? ON RELIGIONout of fear or cover-up.”
“We proclaim the Ten
Opening the much-anticiCommandments and parade pated gathering, Pope Francis
ourselves as being the custo- stressed that the “holy People
dians of moral standards, val- of God … expect from us not
ues and good behavior in so- simple and obvious condemciety,” said Openibo, who on nations, but to prepare conseveral occasions turned to crete and effective measures.”
speak to Pope Francis, seated
At the end of the confernearby. She is the first Afri- ence, he warned his flock that
can to lead the Society of the fighting abuse would force
Holy Child Jesus and one of them to confront the powers
three women who addressed of Hell.
the nearly 200 bishops at the
“Brothers and sisters, torecent summit. Openibo was day we find ourselves before
the only person from Africa’s a manifestation of brazen, agbooming churches chosen to gressive and destructive evil.
speak.
Behind and within, there is
“Hypocrites at times?” she the spirit of evil, which in
asked. “Yes. Why did we keep its pride and in its arrogance
silent for so long? How can we considers itself the lord of
turn this around for a time to the world and thinks that it
evangelize, catechize and ed- has triumphed,” Francis said.
ucate all the members of the “In these painful cases, I see
church, including clergy and the hand of evil that does not
religious? Is it true that most spare even the innocence of
bishops did nothing about the little ones. … Behind this
the sexual abuse of children? there is Satan.”

However, while agreeing
that the church must act, the
pope said specific plans and
penalties would come later,
prepared by Vatican officials
and the circle of papal advisers who planned the summit.
These are complex issues,
he argued, and children face
many kinds of abuse in the
secular world as well as in
the church. To address these
issues, Catholic leaders must
rise above the “ideological
disputes and journalistic
practices that often exploit,
for various interests, the very
tragedy experienced by the
little ones,” he said.
Openibo was more blunt
when describing actions
Catholic leaders must take to
achieve transparency. Using
a litany of biblical references,
she called for “zero tolerance”
when dealing with clergy sexual abuse. She asked if each
diocese could be challenged
to “gather men and women

of integrity: laity, including
religious, and clergy” into
commissions charged with
facing the legal and financial
realities linked to this crisis.
After all, “the Spirit of the
Lord is upon each of us here”
to protect children and “seek
justice” for surviviors, said
Openibo. Catholic leaders
cannot focus on “protecting
our own or keeping silent.”
By taking the “necessary
steps and maintaining zero tolerance with regard to
sexual abuse, we will release
the oppressed. … Let us not
hide such events anymore because of the fear of making
mistakes. Too often we want
to keep silent until the storm
has passed! This storm will
not pass by.”
Terry Mattingly is the editor of GetReligion.org and Senior Fellow for
Media and Religion at The King’s
College in New York. He lives in Oak
Ridge,Tenn.

Fate of war-memorial cross rests with Supreme Court
ADAM LIPTAK
THE NEW YORK TIMES

BLADENSBURG, Md. — In the
back room of the Colmar Manor
American Legion post, about a mile
from a 40-foot cross honoring soldiers who died in World War I, the
veterans were worried. They feared
the Supreme Court would order the
cross to be removed.
“It would be like a slap in the
face,” one of the veterans, Stan Shaw,
said in February. “These men gave
their lives for our country and you
can’t build a memorial? If they tear
it down, it would be a desecration.”
The cross sits on public land, on
a highway median in Bladensburg,
Md., in the suburbs of Washington.
After dodging heavy traffic to reach
it, Fred Edwords, a former official of
the American Humanist Association
and one of the plaintiffs in the case,
explained his objection.
“We have nothing against veterans,” he said. “But this cross sends a
message of Christian favoritism and
exclusion of all others.”
This week, the Supreme Court
will hear arguments over the meaning of the Bladensburg World War I
Veterans Memorial and whether the
cross that is its centerpiece violates
the separation of church and state.
The case, one of the most closely
watched of the term, will give the
court an opportunity to clarify its
famously confused jurisprudence
on government entanglement with
religion.
The court’s last encounter with a

cross that served as a war memorial
was in 2010, and its decision effectively blocking the monument’s removal was badly fractured, with six
justices writing opinions.
“A Latin cross is not merely a
reaffirmation of Christian beliefs,”
Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote in
a plurality opinion. “It evokes thousands of small crosses in foreign
fields marking the graves of Americans who fell in battles, battles
whose tragedies are compounded
if the fallen are forgotten.”
Justice John Paul Stevens rejected that view. “The cross is not a
universal symbol of sacrifice,” he
wrote in a dissent. “It is the symbol
of one particular sacrifice, and that
sacrifice carries deeply significant
meaning for those who adhere to
the Christian faith.”
The court’s personnel has
changed since then. Kennedy and
Stevens have retired, and Justice
Antonin Scalia died in 2016. But the
court is likely to remain divided,
much as members of the communities near the Bladensburg cross are.
The memorial was built with
private money and completed in
1925. At the dedication ceremony,
a member of Congress drew on
Christian imagery in his keynote
speech. “By the token of this cross,
symbolic of Calvary,” he said, “let
us keep fresh the memory of our
boys who died for a righteous
cause.”
A plaque at the base of the memorial, weathered and partly ob-

The New York Times/SARAH SILBIGER

Fred Edwords, a former official of the
American Humanist Association and
one of the plaintiffs in a U.S. Supreme
Court case, wants the Peace Cross
removed from the World War I Veterans memorial in Bladensburg, Md.

scured by bushes, lists 49 area men
who lost their lives in the Great
War, and the pedestal names their
attributes: valor, endurance, courage and devotion.
A state commission took over
the memorial in 1961, and it has
spent more than $100,000 to repair and maintain it. More money
is needed, as the cross has deteriorated due to water damage and is
partly covered by a tarp.
The memorial was in one way

ahead of its time, making no distinctions between white and black
soldiers.
“The county back then and the
whole state of Maryland was very
racist,” said Mike Moore, one of
the veterans at the American Legion post. “To have that statement
of remembering blacks and whites
in the same memorial even though
they were segregated in the war,
that’s a huge statement to how important this is to the way we live in
this county.”
The plaintiffs say they do not
want the cross torn down. “They
simply want it removed to private
property or modified into a nonreligious memorial (such as a slab
or obelisk),” they wrote in their
Supreme Court brief in the case,
American Legion v. American Humanist Association, No. 17-1717.
In a brief supporting neither
side, two prominent law professors — Walter Dellinger of Duke
and Martin S. Lederman of Georgetown — proposed a middle ground.
In general, they wrote, large Latin
crosses on public land run afoul
of the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause, which forbids the
government from favoring one religious denomination over another.
“To commemorate soldiers of a
multitude of faiths with a sectarian
symbol — especially one, such as
the cross, that represents a promise
of redemption to those who have
accepted Christ and eternal damnation to those who have not — is

Look

So some visitors came
away less impressed by the
design than by the church’s
family-centric message,
which is stressed during the
tour.
“There’s a strong sense

of family, of respect,” Maria
Giordano said after taking the
tour. “We’ve lost this in Italy.”
The new temple, the 13th
in Europe, will serve Italy, as
well as Malta, Greece, Cyprus, Albania and parts of

Romania. A new temple in
Lisbon should open this summer, and some three dozen
are under construction globally as the church continues
to spread its message through
its missionary work beyond
the United States.
It now has half a million
members in Europe and 17
million worldwide. But citing church statistics, some reports suggest that the explosive growth of past decades,
particularly in Latin America
and West Africa, has slowed
in recent years.
In Italy, a first attempt to
open a mission, not long after the church’s founding in
upstate New York in 1830, was
short-lived. The church was
re-established in Italy in the
1950s, and it has grown from
a handful of converts to the
current 26,000.
While relations among
various Christian denominations aren’t always idyllic in
a country where as much as
90 percent of the population
is Catholic, Dini-Ciacci spoke
of positive interactions with
the Vatican.

Run

people were like, ‘The body
of what? What am I doing? I
just thought it was a snack,’”
Holcomb said. “We’ll just give
them a spiritual snack — and
half a banana, too.”
This year, the church will
have nailed down some of
the finer details — like having
volunteers farther down the
trail holding garbage bags for
runners to throw away their
banana peels.
“It was a hoot,” Faust said
of the leavings. “Nobody had
thought about that ahead of
time. You could look down
the street and it was just a trail
of banana peels with runners
going through it. It had the potential to be a good cartoon.”
Quapaw Quarter intends to
set up again at the intersection
of 16th and Main streets, and
Coker said a Communion service will begin at 8 a.m. Those
passing by afterward can receive the “blessed elements”

of Communion if they wish,
and snacks will be available.
For Faust, Communion on
the Run also means reinforcing the church’s presence in
the neighborhood. Quapaw
Quarter voted in December
2017 to sell the 91-year-old
Gothic Revival-style building it worships in, and since
then has been looking at other properties in the area. And
although one of the church’s
members helped secure a
$60,000 grant since then that
helped repair the church’s
tower, Faust said the church
would need more money to
make the remaining repairs
necessary to maintain the
building.
“Some friends and allies …
thought we were closed and
thought we were gone,” Faust
said. “Whatever [happens],
Quapaw Quarter isn’t going
away.”
Faust also said that while

v Continued from Page 4B

three main rites — baptism,
marriage and religious instruction — are performed,
and they are usually designed
with a nod to the local culture.
Here, the complex, which
includes the temple, a guesthouse and a visitors center,
is organized around a landscaped piazza, with a cascading fountain splashing
through it.
“In Rome we had to have
a big plaza, like the Forum,”
Dini-Ciacci said.
A decorative pattern
throughout the temple is inspired in part by Michelangelo’s design for the Piazza
del Campidoglio, at the summit of the Capitoline Hill in
Rome.
“Italians responded to the
Michelangelo motif,” said
Gordon Walker, one of several Latter-day Saints from
the United States who went
to Rome to volunteer during
the open house. “I spoke to
some who told me, ‘This is
our temple, because it represents Rome.’”
His wife, Carlene Walker,
a former Republican member
of the Utah state Senate, said
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The church will also host the
half-day retreat “Becoming
Wholehearted” with Tom Elliott
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. March
9. Cost for the retreat is $35
for materials and a midday
snack. Register at lovesaintmarks.eventbrite.com or (501)
225-4203.
m Second Presbyterian Church,
600 Pleasant Valley Drive, will
hold its Ash Wednesday service at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
(501) 227-0000.
m St. James United Methodist Church, 900 N. University
Drive, Pine Bluff, will hold
its Women’s Day with guest

The New York Times/ELISABETTA POVOLEDO

The visitors center is dominated by a copy of the Resurrected Christ, a 1838 statue by the Danish
sculptor Bertel Thorvaldsen for the Copenhagen Cathedral, at the new Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints in Rome.

the center’s chief architect,
Niels Valentiner of VCBO
Architecture in Salt Lake
City, “had taken great pains
to make it Italian.”
Accustomed to the sensorial spectacle of Rome’s
churches, many packed with
painterly masterpieces by Michelangelo, Raphael and Caravaggio, some Romans may
find the temple’s understated
interior decor wanting.
Ouida Lee at 3 p.m. March
10. The theme is “150 Years
of Anointed Women.” (870)
536-6366.
m Trinity Presbyterian Church,
4501 Rahling Road, will hold
a pancake supper at 5:15
p.m. Wednesday, and an Ash
Wednesday service afterward.
trinitypreslr.com or (501) 8685848.
The deadline for Religion calendar submissions is 5 p.m. Monday for Saturday publication. Addresses are in Little Rock unless
otherwise indicated. Items must
have an address and a phone
number and be open to the public. To submit a news release, fax
(501) 372-4765 or email the information to:

religion@arkansasonline.com

to effectively compel nonbelievers
to be associated with religious doctrines contrary to their own religious beliefs,” the professors wrote.
But crosses are perfectly appropriate, they continued, on the
gravestones provided by the government for fallen Christian service members. “For that reason, the
Bladensburg Peace Cross may pass
constitutional muster by virtue of
an idiosyncratic characteristic of
that monument — namely, that it
memorializes 49 former residents
of Prince George’s County” in Maryland “who were, in all likelihood, all
Christians.”
Edwords, who is challenging the
cross, said that “it’s probably true
that they were all Christians.”
But he added that the looming
cross, especially when illuminated
at night, sends a message about
religious favoritism rather than remembrance.
“When you’re driving at night,
you don’t see devotion and valor
and all that stuff; you just see a giant cross floating in the darkness,”
he said. “And that leaves the impression that the city of Bladensburg is
a Christian enclave.”
“Now I grant that people who
grow up in a Christian environment
often don’t think things like that,”
he said. “Their Christian privilege
makes it to where they can’t easily see how it looks. But for people
like me — and Jews and Hindus and
Muslims and Buddhists — this tells
them they’re outsiders.”

v Continued from Page 4B

ceptive over the years.”
Last year’s Communion
on the Run drew about 300
participants, said Bobbi Pitts,
a Quapaw Quarter member
who, along with her husband,
Jim, were in charge of distributing granola bars and sliced
bananas, and making more
than one trip to replenish the
fruit.
Communion on the Run
originally was intended for
spectators, but Faust said
the group was surprised
and pleased when runners
stopped to take Communion,
or pluck a piece of bread or a
cup of grape juice in passing.
“For some people who …
go to church and know how
it works, it [was] like, ‘Thank
you, because I was going to
miss it at my church.’ Other

“There is mutual respect,
with doctrinal differences,”
he said.
The Rev. Brian Farrell, secretary of the Vatican’s Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity, went to the
temple 019 cq FJ in January
and described the visit as an
“opportunity to learn something about the history and
life of the church.”
Farrell said that while “no
formal interchurch dialogue”
existed, there were “many
areas of social ethics and
personal morality on which
Catholics and Latter-day
Saints agree.” He added, “In
some places, especially in
parts of the United States,
there are good instances of
solidarity and cooperation.”
Among the many American volunteers in Rome for
the opening, some, like Elliot Nelson, had worked as
missionaries in Italy in their
youth. When he came 40
years ago, the church was still
embryonic, and a far cry from
today’s outsize temple.
“We hoped and prayed for
this for a long time,” he said.
the church’s continuation is
important, the top priority of
Communion on the Run is
about recognizing a need to
be out and ministering to the
public.
“We have to come out of
our our customary safe houses of worship if we’re really
committed to sharing God’s
grace with our people, and so
we should look for ways to do
that.”
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