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From the desk of Pastor Scott….
As some of you head with me to Israel and others lament the Bears not
being in the Super Bowl we roll into the month of February with some new
things on the horizon. 2019 is shaping up to be a unique year of opportunity
for our church.
We will be working into our new ministry model and living into our
mission/vision statements. But, we also have before us a special meeting on
Sunday, February 17th at 11:00am to learn the details of what it would take to

acquire the property immediately to our west, as the First Church of Christian
Science in Downers Grove moves from its site. Site inspections and financial
conversations leading up to the meeting will give us a much fuller picture of
what such an acquisition might mean for us both in terms of financial
responsibility but, also in ministry possibility.
I have heard so many times about missed opportunities and “what ifs”. What if
we’d purchased the building to our east? What if we’d kept Fishel Park back in
the 1930’s? How different would we be if we’d moved in the 90’s to 63rd
street?
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Continued…..
People often complain about lack of parking. Ministries and groups worry about lack of
space for ministries.
There is much to consider with such an action. We have limited resources and we are
just wrapping up a 1.175 Capital Campaign of our own (being in its 5th year in 2019). However,
once that land is sold and rezoned or redeveloped we may never get an opportunity such as this.
And I imagine not only how the land would enhance our own current value but, all the
possibilities for which the land, and perhaps some of those buildings, might be used by us for
ministry. I think it is vitally important. Should we acquire the land, to take the time to do a
space needs study and small group inputs? But first, we need to seek God in prayer about how
this may help us. Is this a step of faith that our community should take?
As we continue into the year I would encourage us to rejoice and have fun in our lives
together, continuing our fellowship dances and dinner for 8’s, building on engaging the
scripture through participation in our Luke/Acts Tuesday Bible studies (1:00pm and 6:30pm
co-led by Pastor Karen and Pastor Scott), having joy in worship and perhaps getting some new
creative ways to engage in our faith, in worship, and sharing in joy our lives together.
I am looking forward to a great start to an amazing year!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Scott

Adult Confirmation Classes:
Want to RENEW Your Commitment of faith? Have questions about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit?
Come join us RE-CONFIRMATION adult confirmation along with our current 8th graders for a short
term introspective look at Who is Jesus in our Lives? What is it to be a disciple? Refresh your faith. Join
across generations in your questions and walk with each other on this life’s faith journey in a way that is
engaging, fun, and challenging.

WHEN? Wednesday nights in February and the beginning of March. 4 classes in all.
February 7th -Holy Spirit
February 13 -Jesus as Savior
February 20th -Jesus and his teachings (Good Samaritan and Prodigal Son)
And March 13th -Journeying through the Wilderness of Lent

Each class begins at 7:00pm and ends at 8:15pm. Please let us know if you’d like to attend! We would love
to have you!

Updates & Events

The Giving Team Update – Stewardship & Leadership
By the time you read this, we would have had our Annual Meeting, hopefully approving our
budget, new structure and our Leaders. As of 1/21/19 when we went to press, we had reached 134
pledges totaling $426,356 versus our goal of 140 and $438,000 respectively, an amazing achievement
with outstanding pledges still to come in. Of the pledges received, 61 increased over last year (a
whopping 8.39%), 48 stayed the same and 4 decreased, with the remaining 20 either being either new
or returning (pledged in 2017 but not 2018). The total overall increase in pledged dollars was 15%, a
wonderful response to our "Beyond the Building” Campaign with some final tweaking to be
done. From a Leadership perspective, we were very pleased to have 7 exceptional volunteers step up to
lead the committees under the new Council (if approved), who will also become part of the Council
replacing the former Members at Large. We look forward to completing the committees and teams
with members and supporters as we embark on our "calling" initiative. The final success of this
campaign depends our your willingness and passion to not only provide financial support, but more
importantly, your time and talents to these important committees and teams to help us complete the
vision of our Church in spreading the Gospel of Jesus through the helping of others.
-The Giving Team

Grounds of Hope: We at Grounds of Hope want to continue to provide you with a warm,
engaging experience, a spiritual safe place to enjoy other people, relationships, coffee, music and
dialogues about God. Unfortunately, schedule conflicts and too many time demands have made it
difficult for us to continue to be here at the Two Way Street Coffee house every Wednesday.
Therefore, we will meet on the last two Wednesdays of the month, January through May. We hope
that this schedule will provide some continuity to our gatherings. Following is our schedule of dates
for February through May: February 20th, February 27th, March 20th, March 27th, April 17th, May
22nd, and May 29th. Please note, we will not be open April 24th, since that is Holy Week.
Fellowship Committee Bowling: Looking for something fun to do with your family and
friends? Fellowship Committee is planning an afternoon of BOWLING at Tivoli Bowling on Sunday,
March 10 from noon until 2:00 pm. The bowling alley is located at 938 Warren Avenue in Downers
Grove which is across from the Downers Grove train station. Cost is only $10 per person for the entire
2 hours and includes your bowling shoe rental. Signup downstairs after church on Sunday February
17th, February 24th, or March 3rd or you can leave your money in an envelope with your name in the
church office or in the collection plate before March 3rd.
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Women's Fellowship: We're going out for Breakfast! Friday, February 1st at 9:30 AM.
Honey-Jam Cafe Downers Grove
(630) 963-2233

3000 Oak Grove Dr, Downers Grove, IL 60515

honeyjamcafe.com

If you plan on coming please e-mail or call me. It is nice to have some idea of how big a table to get.
Two weeks later, is our annual Appetizers & Desserts for Dinner Party.
Joyce Nelson has graciously offered to host our party.
When: Friday night, 2/15, 6:30 pm
Where: Joyce Nelson
6129 Washington
Downers Grove 60516
630-963-0894

jcooknelson@sbcglobal.net

Give Joyce a call or email to let her know you'll be there, if you are bringing a friend (Men are
invited!) and whether you'll be bringing a dessert or appetizer to share.
If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Gutzke at (Home) 630-971-1382
(Cell) 630-632-3014 or by e-mail at peggy.gutzke@gmail.com

BLOOD DRIVE THANK YOU: Thank you Ron Moravec and Sue Larsen, for your help at the January 15th
Blood Drive Event. Thanks also to Pat Lockett for her delicious cookies for our treat table. Last, but not least,
we would like to thank all of our 17 successful donors for another successful event;
MARK YOUR CALENDAR – PLAN AHEAD: OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS APRIL 16, 2019.

Godly Play: I wanted to let you all know that Ms. Mona will be leading some trainings in the
month of February. This will help anyone who wants a little more info on the duties of a Host or that
would like to expand their volunteering into Storytelling!
February 10th after service in the Chapel 10:45-11:30 will be the Host Training
February 24th after service in the Chapel 10:45-11:45 will be Storyteller Training
Please let us know if you will be attending, we are so excited to have a bit of Q&A for volunteers expanding into Godly Play. Thank you all so much! - Sarah Forillo

The Sunday morning service is now being re-broadcast on Cable Channel 19 at 4:30pm every
Sunday to 35 Greater Chicago area networks! Thank you Len Potter for making this possible!

FCLC Fourth Annual Art Show
Artwork will be on display for all to see on
Friday, February 22nd

New this yearOn Saturday, February 23rd
artwork will be on display from
10:00 am-11:00am

then at 11:00am there will be a live auction for
eight of the pieces.
(Auction is open to parents and church members)

2019 Fellowship Dinner Gala
Christian Fellowship is hosting a dinner gala on Saturday, February 23rd
from 6-10 p.m. The event will be held at Carriage Greens Country Club in
Darien. Dinner will be family style, and a cash bar will be available. The cost
will be $50 per person. Please obtain a sign-up form from the Pilgrim or
any of your friendly Ministry Members after church in the Fellowship Hall.
Checks can be made out to the church with Dinner Gala in memo section.
Friends from outside the church are also welcome to attend. Sign-up deadline
is January 31st.

It’s Clean, It’s Green, It’s Renewable Energy!
Thanks to all of you who completed a card asking your municipal
leaders to “Please work with people who want good-paying clean
energy jobs and a brighter, greener future to bring renewable energy
and energy efficient measures to our town!”
We collected 58 cards, a significant contribution to the initial goal of getting 500
signed cards in the hands of mayors, village councils and other municipal leaders.
Depending on where you reside, the cards will be delivered to the leaders of the clean
energy group in your town. In Downers Grove, that is the Downers Grove Clean
Energy Task Force, a member of the DuPage Clean Energy Coalition
If you didn’t get a chance to fill out a card and would still like to do so, contact
Tom Eisenhart, teisenhart@yahoo.com. And, if you’d like to help out further, he can
provide additional cards to be filled out by your friends, neighbors and members of
local organizations you belong to.
In other clean energy news, The DuPage Clean Energy Coalition is partnering
with Faith in Place and Congregations Collaborating for Sustainability to hold an
event called “Pathways to Clean Energy for Faith Communities.” It will be hosted by
DuPage Unitarian Universalist Church in Naperville at 10 a.m. on Saturday, March 30.
The event will feature knowledgeable speakers sharing the latest benefits and
incentives for houses of worship to implement solar and energy efficiency, including
case studies of what communities of faith have already done in DuPage County.
Members of faith organizations throughout DuPage County are welcome.
Our very own Pastor Scott will be the featured speaker kicking off this event.
As March 30 draws nearer, the Caring for Creation team will provide details on
carpooling to the event.
Finally, the annual One Earth Film Festival will have an event in Elmhurst
on Sunday, March 3, 1 to 3 pm, at Elmhurst College. They will be showing Paris to
Pittsburgh, an important and inspiring film about local clean energy initiatives across
the country pushing to meet the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement. For more
details and tickets go to
https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/films-az-2019/paris-to-pittsburgh
Tom Eisenhart, for the Caring for Creation Team
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