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From the desk of Pastor Scott….  

 The fall reminds me of change, as cold winds blow 

out the warmth of summer, the daylight grows dimmer, 

birds begin flocking south and the chill of winter begins to 

set in.  In many ways the mood of the season resonates 

with my spiritual mood.  The changes in the world, culture,  

and man's treatment of our fellow human beings seems  

also to be dimming.  I have attended many conferences 

within our denomination and within the wider body of 

Christ, church leadership everywhere seems  

fearful.  Churches are dwindling in membership.  Aging 

buildings, expanded during the height of church power in 

the 1950s and 1960s feel vacant and empty while the cost of 

maintaining such space seems more than the shrinking 

flocks can manage.   

November 
November Pilgrim  
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Continued… 

 Our eyes are often on the institution, the sacred place we know, and doing everything 

in our power to care for it.  Sometimes, I wonder if all that worry and energy isn't  

misplaced. The real struggles are in our daily lives and often beyond the walls of the 

church: broken marriages, a speed of life that is outpacing our ability to adapt to it, an 

age where everything is dissected, often twisted, and human dignity, opinion and value 

are cast aside.   

  As the winds of all that feel chaotic and broken swirl about me on a near daily  

basis, I also see hope. Hope that sometimes it is easier to remember what you do stand 

for and who Christ is in our lives when the dissonance of the world is often such a con-

trast.  Hope that proclaims that Light shines in the darkness and the darkness shall 

never overcome it.  Hope that when we feel down and out, overwhelmed, as if we are 

losing the battle, that God holds us, no matter what.   

 I see messages of hope in the over 5 million dollars in medical debt assumed by 

fellow UCC churches like Trinity and St. Paul's downtown, liberating nearly 6,000  

people to live their lives without that cloud hanging over them.  Such a step makes me 

wonder what else our churches might do as well. Can we magnify and reveal the love of 

Christ in extraordinary, surprising and generous ways by showing it and reveal the love 

of God in Christ by showing it through the kinds of habits, actions and speech we use 

and carry with us each day as followers of Jesus?  How else might we lift the community 

around us with the mission and blessings God has given us? 

 Some major opportunities lie before us: New property on the horizon, a new 

ministry structure, which I hope is not just a realignment and streamline, but also one 

that begins to rethink how we engage one another in ministry, and new staff to help us 

along the journey.   

 This is both a scary time and an exciting one. It is a time of apprehension of what 

lies ahead and anticipation.  But know this: At the end of everyday this truth remains... 

Christ is Risen. The power of darkness and death never supplants the power of joy and 

the love of God Almighty among God's people. And so, I remain hope filled, for my 

hope and yours comes from the Lord, Maker of Heaven and Earth.   
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The Stewardship Ministry is continuing to build on previous themes such as Generous 
Spirit, Generous God, Be Part of It All and Beyond the Building which recognize how we 
thank God and support each other with all our gifts (time, talent and finances).  Our 
team consists of Jill Aparo, Phil Sumida, Greg Skiba, David Hersemann and  
Dave Williams, supported by Tom Williams and Treasurer Larry Bryant. 

 

“Rooted in Faith, Growing to Serve In Love” is our theme for 2020 which will help 
guide us as we enter a new, exciting and inspiring phase of our church ministry with the 
purchase of The Christian Scientist property next door and our search for a full time  
Associate Minister that will not only test our faith, but also provide us with new  
opportunities to serve in love to each other.   

The campaign kicks off with our Giving brochure that will reflect on this past year and 
suggest ways to grow in faith, service and love.  The brochure and giving card will be 
handed out on the first two Sundays of November during church, and then mailed out to 
the rest of the congregation in time for Consecration/Giving Sunday on November 17, at 
which time we make our commitment to the life of the church for 2020 and beyond.  
During this time, church members will be providing brief testimonials of what the 
church means to them and their story of faith, service and love.  The demands facing us 
are not just financial (costs associated with the new property, Associate Minister and 
maintenance of our own building with the replacement of the front steps), but also pose 
the challenge of being dedicated and passionate people filling our Ministries and Teams 
which are essential to serving and growing. 

As we wind down the Capital Campaign that was initiated in 2014 which focused on our 
physical plant, we now look forward on how we can better serve our God and our  
neighbors in our community and beyond, with the new property, the adding of clergy 
with interim Associate Minister Michelle McNamara and the expected successful com-
pletion of our search for a full time Associate Pastor.  The congregation has been amazing 
in increasing pledges and giving of time and talents, that have allowed us to flourish, and 
will continue to do so as a church that is “Rooted in Faith, Growing to Serve in Love.”  
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Continental Breakfast November 2019 Schedule: 

3rd- Faith Formation, incl. Christian Ed. And Youth 

10th- Women’s Fellowship 

17th- Congregational Care 

24th- Stewardship & Finance 

 

 

 Women's Fellowship:    

Women's Fellowship is meeting for breakfast. 

Friday 11/8 at 9:30 a.m. 

Honey-Jam Cafe 

3000 Oak Grove Dr., Downers Grove  60515   

(Across Butterfield from Portillo's) 

630-963-2233 

honeyjamcafe.com 

If you plan on coming please email or call me. It is nice to have some idea of how big a 
table to get. 

Questions?  Contact me, Peggy Gutzke   

Home: 630/971-1382  Cell:630/632-3014  peggy.gutzke@gmail.com 

 

Stitch and Chat  in the Parlor on Friday, November 22, from about 9:30-11:30 AM. 

You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat. 
This is a very casual gathering.  Come if and when you can, even if for only a few 
minutes.  

Questions?  Contact me, Peggy Gutzke   

Home: 630/971-1382  Cell:630/632-3014  peggy.gutzke@gmail.com 

 

Church Table Cloths: As many of you know, there are table cloths that are  
available to groups to use on the tables in Fellowship Hall or the Parlor. These table 
cloths are located in the closet in the Parlor. Anyone can use these table cloths, but we 
ask that they be cleaned and returned to the closet. Please do not leave the table cloths in 
the PADS laundry room. If you have any questions, please contact Linda Schranz at  
lsmedia52@gmail.comn or Barb Hammack at barbhamm@symbolix.com.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 
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FCLC would like to thank everyone who participated in trunk or treat 

this year.  We had a fantastic turnout and it worked out just like planned 

to have the community celebrate with us too!  During this fall season 

FCLC would like to say, THANK YOU to all of the generous  

support, love and care everyone has sent our way.  

 

 

Building and Grounds: On behalf of Building and Grounds, thank you to Cris 

Niels and her ministry for the new and improved church signs, and also Dennis  

Lewis for installation. Thanks also go to Bob Orsula and Eric Nelson for patching and 

painting where old signs had been removed.  

 

Congregational Care – Annual Coat Drive: Congregational Care is going to take 

our annual FALL COAT DRIVE in a different direction this year. Our committee has 

discussed the desire to provide more  support to our PADS clients and families. Some 

of us met with Tom Williams and we are aware of the ongoing needs (in the  

winter months) of the PADS clients.  

 

We are requesting donations in three ways this fall:  

Actual coats, gift cards (purchased through MANNA) and personal checks made out to 

UCCDG. (Please remember to write PADS on the check's memo line.) Tom Williams 

and David Hersemann will provide Congregational Care with specific requests for  

children's and adult's coats, boots and other warm clothing necessities. Tom and David 

will administer and manage both the gift cards and the donations to provide for the  

clients' urgent needs this winter. Please check the Sunday Bulletins for specific  

information on dates and times that coats and donations will be collected. 

Thank you for your support!  - Congregational Care Committee 

 

 The Sunday morning service is now being re-broadcast on Cable Channel 19 at 4:30pm every  

Sunday to 35 Greater Chicago area networks!   Thank you Len Potter for making this possible! 
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PADS Fundraiser: Thanks to everyone who supported our Bears preseason tickets 
with parking pass raffle. The winner was Winston Purchase who works at the Post Office 
with Mike Katrein who sold the winning ticket!  

Enter to win 4 Bears tickets: Bears vs Dallas Cowboys on Thursday, December 5 at  
7 p.m. Seats are in section 107, row 2 and a parking pass is included. $10 per ticket to  
enter and tickets will be available through Sunday, November 10. Please see  
Eric Nelson, Bob Katrein, Dave Williams, or Tom Williams. 

 

PADS: Please join us at City BBQ for our final fundraising event in 2019 on Tues-
day December 3. Carryout and dine in orders qualify for a 25% rebate to our PADS pro-
gram. We have raised over $1,000 from these events. Thank you for your continued sup-
port! 

Once again, we will endeavor to provide a personal Christmas gift or gift card to our most 
frequent PADS guests. We will begin collecting gift ideas on November 4. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Tom Williams or write a check payable to the church  
noting ‘PADS gift’ on the memo line. Santa and Mrs. Claus will visit on Monday, 
December 16. Questions? Contact  Tom Williams at dontomas23@aol.com 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 



 
 





 

 

First Congregational UCC * 1047 Curtiss Street            

Downers Grove, IL 60515 Phone: (630) 968.0358  

Email: office@uccdg.org  Website: www.uccdg.org     

Broadcast: www.uccbroadcastministry.org  

www.facebook.com/uccdg  

FC Learning Center: www.fclcdg.org 
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