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From the desk of Pastor Scott…. 

 This past week a special meeting of the congregation, having been    

given four weeks notice, was held on February 24th, 2019.  This was a historic 

meeting to discuss whether or not our congregation should attempt to          

purchase the property currently owned by the First Church of Christ, Scientist 

next door at 1101 Curtiss Street.  Moderators and ushers determined that 

there was quorum of at least 100 members present.  

In their opening comments the Moderators stated that we would be              

considering two questions:  the first was to authorize the church leadership to 

enter into negotiations with the aforementioned Church of Christ, Scientist 

about the purchase of their property as they move to a new location.  The      

second was an advisory question asking those assembled their preferred      

financial means to obtain the property given an accepted bid.  

The Moderators asked the assembly that if there was no objection, we would 

discuss the two questions in the same deliberation, and when discussion was 

completed, we would vote by secret ballot on the two questions. There was no 

objection. (This was essentially a "suspension of the rules" to allow two  

questions to be debated together.) 

November March 
Pilgrim 



Continued….. 
 

 The two motions were made and seconded. It was pointed out that the question to      
purchase property would, under our Church Operating Procedures, require a three-fourths     
majority affirmative vote, Discussion ensued. Discussion was then formally closed by vote to 
end discussion and a paper secret ballot was taken. 
The motion was to purchase the property at 1101 Curtiss Street with the initial offer of $585,000 
with counter offers not to exceed $700,000.   164 votes were cast, 5 of which were absentee      
ballots. The vote totals were 149 yea, 14 nay with 1 abstaining.  The motion to acquire the      
property was approved by more than the required three-fourths affirmative vote. 
It was then suggested by several members that we consider raising the maximum negotiation 
amount if needed to acquire the property. 
A motion was made and seconded to increase the "not to exceed" amount in the motion just   
approved from $700,000 to $850,000. Discussion ensued. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to close debate. This motion received the required two-thirds 
affirmative vote. The Moderators determined that a quorum in excess of 100 members was still 
present. 
 
-- The motion to increase the “not to exceed” amount was approved by a show of hands.  The 
final count was more than the three-fourths affirmative vote needed- measure passed.   
 
It was noted that the church cabinet had an independent contractor go through the property 
and do a capital assessment of the land and buildings.  This was shared with the congregation 
via email report on Wednesday February 20th under land survey.  The cost of repairing and 
bringing the buildings up to code neared $500,000.  Church leadership deemed this was not re-
alistic and presented that those buildings would need to be torn down.  
It was also noted that the church has hired an independent appraiser, and before a first offer will 
be made to the church next door, it will be gauged by the results of that appraisal.  This           
information will be shared with the congregation when we have it.  
 
What does this all mean?  I heard some questions from the meeting that I’d like to address. 
 
First, are we putting in a parking lot?  While parking has been a long-standing complaint, I pray 
and hope that we see this opportunity as a chance to think critically and prayerfully as to how 
we use existing space, and how additional space could be used to serve our community.  Some 
might be parking.  But what if in due diligence and prayer we considered a community           
center?  A gymnasium?  A food pantry and more expansive PADS and Hopes Front Door 
site?  What if First Congregational Learning Center had its own space?  Or Two Way Street     
became a new re-envisioned ministry site and coffee house outside of our current building much 
as Trinity Lutheran has successfully done?  My point is, we should not paint ourselves into a 
corner as to how this land might be used, but take the time and effort to identify greatest needs 
in our community.  
 
Second, a vote to negotiate does not equal a property obtained.  It takes two to tango, and in 
these negotiations our neighbors must also feel the price we offer is a price they can accept. 
 
Third, regardless of whether or not they accept our offer, we will try to find a way to invite First 
Church of Christ, Scientist to use some of our space for worship and meetings search for a new 
home site. We will to try embody the love of God we profess and be true Christian neighbors.  



Continued….. 
 

 Fourth, one of the most pointed questions was, in pursuing this opportunity do we need 
to suspend other priorities such as hiring of a second pastor?  Currently the church has included 
in our 2019 budget $15,000 toward that position.  An anonymous donor has come forward to 
push for this priority, designating a period of 5 years to support a second pastor of experience.  
This will significantly increase our ability to bring in a second pastor.  We will commit to      
seeking out a second minister to meet the ministry needs of this church community in the     
2019-2020 year. 
 
Fifth, if the appraisal comes in at less than our offer range, we will adjust our offer accordingly 
as we seek to both be good stewards of what we mutually work towards as a church and also 
seek to take advantage of an opportunity that may not come our way again. 
 
Lastly, I want to stress to you that as with all things, and all major decisions within the church, 
we continue to be church together.  I pray that whether everything goes as well as the vote 
could have foreseen and we acquire the property and all is amazing, or whether our offer is 
shunned and the property sold to high rise developers, that we remain committed together to 
our work in Christ.       
 
Though we did not all agree on the acquisition vote, the congregational form of leadership 
heard all perspectives.  All opinions and thoughts were deliberated and considered.  I am glad 
that we share a system where each member is valued in such a way.  
 
I pray God’s guidance as we seek in faith to move forward and to live out the vision we share. 
 
Thank you for being the church you are.                
 - Pastor Scott  
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The Giving Team Update – Stewardship & Leadership 

 We want to thank the Congregation for their amazing support of our "Beyond the Building" 
campaign, which also emphasized pledging to provide better budgeting for our socially driven         
programs and outreach.  As a result, this is the first time in recent memory that we actually exceeded 
our pledge goal and didn't go in with a "wish" pledge budget.  In 2018, we had a "wish" budget of 
$414,356 based on 125 pledging $396,976, or a wish gap of $17,380 (over 4% of our budget).  Our         
non-pledged budget was $69,975.  

For 2019, we ended up with 140 pledge units (our goal) for a pledge total of $443,556 (exceeding our 
goal of $438,000 by $5,556) or an increase of 8.5% for those 63 who increased their pledge over 
2018.  Of major significance were the 23 new or returning (pledged before but not in 2018) pledges that 
accounted for $29,664 of our overall $62,209 increase over 2018. Finally, only 5 pledges were decreased 
and 49 remained the same.  Our non-pledged budget is $72,500 or $2,525 (3.6%) over 2018.  What an 
amazing result. 

In putting this final report together, we want to thank our bookkeeper Kim Rutter for all her efforts in 
providing us weekly numbers and results that helped to keep us on track and providing needed     
transparency.  We also want to recognize the contributions of our team member and good friend Nick 
Costanzi who left us recently. Thanks Big Nick of Downers Grove for all your contributions to        
Stewardship/Leadership and the Church over the years as an important participant in a myriad of 
leadership positions.  We will miss you!                                
                                                                               -The Giving Team 

 

Grounds of Hope:  We at Grounds of Hope want to continue to provide you with a warm,       
engaging experience, a spiritual safe place to enjoy other people, relationships, coffee, music and      
dialogues about God. Unfortunately, schedule conflicts and too many time demands have made it 
difficult for us to continue to be here at the Two Way Street Coffee house every Wednesday.  

Therefore, we will meet on the last two Wednesdays of the month, January through May. We hope 
that this schedule will provide some continuity to our gatherings. Following is our schedule of dates 
for March through May: March 20th, March 27th, April 17th, May 22nd, and May 29th.  Please note, we 
will not be open April 24th, since that is Holy Week. 

 

Fellowship Committee Bowling: Looking for something fun to do with your family and 
friends?  Fellowship Committee is planning an afternoon of BOWLING at Tivoli Bowling on Sunday, 
March 10 from noon until 2:00 pm.  The bowling alley is located at 938 Warren Avenue in Downers 
Grove which is across from the Downers Grove train station.  Cost is only $10 per person for the entire 
2 hours and includes your bowling shoe  rental.  
Signup downstairs after church on Sunday          
February 17th, February 24th, or March 3rd or you 
can leave your money in an envelope with your 
name in the church office or in the collection plate 
before March 3rd.  
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SAVE THE DATE! 

TRIVIA NIGHT!! 
For our summer youth mission trip to Miami. 

Friday evening, 

April 12th, 2019! 

 Dinner & Trivia Night tickets go on sale: 

 Sunday, March 17th for $25 per person for  

tables of  8, which includes dinner and trivia. 

 Anyone willing to donate large tickets items such as tickets to 
a sporting or theater event, sports memorabilia or vacation 

spots, please contact Dena Provenzano at  

denapro@comcast.net 

- Raffle basket donations are due to the west entrance drop off 
table on Sunday, March 17th.  

- Wine donations may also be turned in before or after worship 
on Sunday mornings.  

Thank you for loving and supporting our youth for Mission Trip 
2019! 

 

Dena Provenzano 

630-660-7445 



 

Vacation Bible School is coming!  We will be running VBS June 17th-21st, 9am-12:30pm.  
More details as well as opportunities to volunteer will be shared.  Please contact Sarah Forillo if  
you have any questions.  Sforillo@uccdg.org 
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Women's Fellowship: Due to the calendar conflict we had to reschedule the Appetizers & 

Desserts for Dinner Party. Joyce Nelson has graciously offered to host our party. 

When: Friday March 1st, 6:30 pm 

Where: Joyce Nelson’s House 

6129 Washington 

Downers Grove, IL  60516 

630-963-0894      jcooknelson@sbcglobal.net 

Give Joyce a call or e-mail to let her know you'll be there, if you are bringing a friend (Men are        

invited!), and whether you'll be bringing a dessert or appetizer to share. 

 

A week later we will be 

Going out for Lunch! 

Friday, March 8th - 11:30 AM   

Bakers Square Restaurant & Bakery   

2020 W 75th, Woodridge, IL 60517 

(630) 241-0609 

http://www.bakerssquare.com/ 

If you plan on coming please email or call me. It is nice to have some idea of how big a table to get. 

 

Friday, 3/22- 9:30AM 

Stitch and Chat, church parlor     

You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat.  This is a very casual 

gathering.  Come if and when you can, even if for only a few minutes.    

 The Sunday morning service is now being re-broadcast on Cable Channel 19 at 4:30pm every  

Sunday to 35 Greater Chicago area networks!   Thank you Len Potter for making this possible! 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Buildings and Grounds: B&G is looking at possibly replacing the front 
steps to our main Curtiss Street entrance. The foundation to the current steps is 
collapsing and the recent cosmetic repairs are not lasting as long as in the past. 

 

Plans are being developed to clean the carpets and polish the terrazzo floors      
before Easter. The terrazzo will likely be done on Good Friday when FCLC is 
closed. 

 

Bids are being secured to replace the current steel fire doors into the west           
entrance of the parlor. Suburban Lock has done all they can do with the current 
doors and hardware and recommends replacement. New doors will look similar to 
those in the hallways of the education building, including small windows. 

-Tom Williams 



 

 

 

 

PADS: Our next PADS fundraiser is at City BBQ on Wednesday March 6. Yes, it ’s 

on Ash Wednesday and yes, someone didn’t check the calendar before booking the 

date. Please join us if you are able. These funds help us purchase clean underwear that 

is distributed every Monday night by Al Winiecki. We are one of the very few PADS 

sites with this action. Dine inside or carry out from 10:30-10 pm. City BBQ located on 

Ogden Avenue between Main and Saratoga. Please bring a copy of the flyer to support 

our efforts. Let’s help keep Al in  

clean underwear!          

   -Tom Williams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   First Congregational Church 3/6  

 

Our PADS guests and volunteer team would like to thank the Downers Grove Student Council 

for providing the dinner, packing the lunches and setting out the pads on February 11. This is 

the second consecutive year we have appreciated their support. 

The DGS Football team is returning on April 8 to provide the same services as the Student 

Council. The team was here in December, also.  

A group of young professionals from Exelon will likely be doing the same on April 22. These 

young folks are helping fill the void created when long time Chuch supporters either are clos-

ing their doors or cannot find enough volunteers to continue their commitment to Dupage 

PADS and our neighbors.  

On both April 8 and 22, we will need volunteers to cover the overnight shifts and groups to 

provide breakfast on Tuesday morning. Please contact Tom Williams if you have interest. 





                                              
             Tom Eisenhart recently shared this article with the members of the     
Caring for Creation Team, and we’d like to share it with the entire congregation. 
This is the February “Talking Points” article from the web site                
BlessedTomorrow.org, a faith organization that promotes climate change  
awareness. 
If Americans are hearing anything about climate change, it is likely the bad 

news. Our planet and oceans are warming faster than predicted, causing billion-dollar weather 
disasters, a myriad of health impacts, climate refugees and more, with little time to turn it around.  
We need to do as people of faith do and ground ourselves in faith, providing hope to our        
neighbors and inspiring them, especially those in positions to shift policies and outcomes, to act 
in everyone’s best interest by acting on climate. The following Talking Points will help.                  
If someone approaches you in a panic about the dire state of our climate, here is what to say: 
 
1. There is a lot of bad news on climate change, and it is concerning, but we still have 

time to do something about it and God is with us.  We can make real progress now 
while there is a small window of time by answering God’s call to care for creation. 

 
2. When you look past the headlines, you’ll see there’s as much good news as bad.          

Climate change is a fixable problem, and solutions are here and now, all around us. 
 
3. There’s no doubt that we CAN solve climate change — the question is WILL we. We 

have the solutions and mounting national resolve to implement them, but we need to show 
Americans they can make a difference, and that solutions come with personal benefit. 

 
4. We have the technology, resources, and window of time to transition to a clean  energy 

economy, but we need to move quickly.  The choice is ours to make.  We have the    
technology to power our homes and communities with clean energy and eliminate our climate 
impact, but we need local and national leadership on solutions to make this   transition at scale 
and with speed. 

 
5. When we transition to a clean energy economy, the benefits to our health,                  

communities, and prosperity will be vast and enduring.  Smart investments in clean 
energy protect our health, attract new business, create jobs, preserve God’s creation, and build 
stronger communities for our families and future generations. 

 
6. We all need to act now — each of us can make a big difference.  We can get our            

families, places of worship, workplaces, and communities to switch to clean energy, find     
practical ways to eliminate our impact, use our votes to elect officials who have a keen           
understanding of the problem, and use our voices to implore their resolve to fix it. 

 
7. Start now!  Together we can find and act on sensible solutions now.  

 
© ecoAmerica 2019. The contents of this report may be shared and used under a Creative Commons 
Attribution Non Commercial No Derivatives 4.0 International License. | ecoAmerica.org 
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