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From the desk of Pastor Scott….
Ecclesiastes 3:1 There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
Maybe you know that verse best from the old
Yardbirds song which borrows its texts as the song’s
lyrics. But, the writer of Ecclesiastes in this section of texts is
reflecting on the meaning of his life. What is it I should
pursue? Who should I become? Where should I put my
life’s efforts and resources?
New Years has a blended mix of hopeful anticipation,
“I hope 2019 is better than 2018,” some mutter. While others
are sorry to let the old year slip away, feeling it has been such
a great one. But, as the year grounds to an end, we look back
on years gone past. As the ball drops and countdowns begin,
we hear Auld Lang Syne (for the sake of old times) has a melancholy to it… Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never
brought to mind? How many friendships have we let
slip? How many are gone home to God? How many years
has it been? Old relationships, people whom we’ve loved,
and who we’ve shared this moment with in years past. For
some, New Years brings all those hope-filled resolutions, the
tinge of regret, and lament of things once held and now
gone.
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Continued…..
New Years is a holiday with something every Christian needs built inREFLECTION. Stopping in our ever frenzied busy lives to think about our mortality, to
consider our lives work and direction, and in the grace of Jesus, resolve to begin anew, to wipe
the slate clean, to begin to be more fully the people God calls us to be.
That is the beauty of the New Year. It is the beauty of God’s grace. It says to us: “It’s never too
late.” We are never so far gone, so far derailed from who we hoped we’d be before God that God
would forget about us.
It is the promise in every spring bulb after a winter, the promise of every caterpillar
turned butterfly after they cocoon, and the hope of every new resurrection moment, where
grave clothes of mourning are discarded, and the fresh robes of new beginnings and new life are
worn if we allow it. What a refreshing gift, to let Jesus speak the words to our lives…Behold, I
make all things….new.
Happy New Year my friends! May God bless you and inspire you this 2019!

The Giving Team Update – 2019 Beyond the Building campaign
On Sunday, November 18th, we celebrated our annual Commitment Sunday by turning in our
Giving Cards committing our time, talents and finances to our 2019 “Beyond The Building” campaign.
Since that time, the Congregation has been prayerfully responsive with increased giving and support, and
we are hopeful to have met our goals by the time you read this. At press time, we had received 109
pledges representing $355,066 or 82% of our goal. Of the 109 pledged, 51 increased, 35 stayed the same, 4
decreased and 19 are new or are returning (pledged in 2017 but not in 2018). Increases over prior year
pledges were exceeding 7%. With only $90,000 of our goal remaining, we were on target to make or
exceed it, if those that pledged in 2018 and hadn’t responded yet came through.

As far as 2018,the budget called for pledges of $414,356 (58%) and unpledged contributions of
$69,775 (10%) of our total budget of $709,508. We were right on target subject to the Christmas Offering
($10,000), while at the same time, we had been able to control expenses even after a surprise early snow,
keeping us on target to make budget at year-end.

If you haven’t responded yet regarding your time, talents and finances, its not too late. Please be
sure to return your Giving Card, or you can also e-mail your intentions to bookkeeper@uccdg.org, so we
can finalize our 2019 budget and program plans for the annual meeting in January. We have so much to
be thankful for as individuals and as a congregation, providing us with a wonderful opportunity to
continue to build upon our proud history of social activism and helping others. Your voice and support
are needed more than ever in today’s tumultuous times to go “Beyond The Building”.

From Your Giving Team - Jill Aparo, Mike Coletto, Nick Costanzi, Steve Johnson & Dave Williams

Updates & Events

Grounds of Hope: We at Grounds of Hope want to continue to provide you with a warm,
engaging experience, a spiritual safe place to enjoy other people, relationships, coffee, music and
dialogues about God. Unfortunately, schedule conflicts and too many time demands have made it
difficult for us to continue to be here at the Two Way Street Coffee house every Wednesday.
Therefore, after the Christmas break, we will meet on the last two Wednesdays of the month, January
through May. We hope that this schedule will provide some continuity to our gatherings.
We will continue to meet weekly on Wednesdays through December 19th. We will then take a hiatus
and return on Wednesday, January 23rd and Wednesday, January 30th. Please continue to join us, and
to share this fellowship with your friends and companions.
Following is our schedule of dates for January through May:
January 23
January 30
February 20
February 27
March 20
March 27
April 17
May 22
May 29
Please note, we will not be open April 24, since that is Holy Week.

Warrenville Youth Detention Center: A very warm heartfelt thank you to everyone who
donated to the Holiday Wish List for Warrenville Youth Center! Your donations were delivered to the
Youth on December 20th. I wish we could have taken a picture so, you all could see the happiness on
the faces of the young people who received your generous gifts. Everyone is so thankful. Our church
also donated 35 Bibles to the center in late November. We printed a list of Bible verses for when you
are in trouble called "Emergency Bible Numbers". The youth at the center have a deep thirst to know
and love God. They were all very grateful for this.

Updates & Events

Women's Fellowship: We're going out for Lunch! Friday, January 4th at 11:30 AM at Bohemian
Crystal- 639 N. Blackhawk Dr. Westmont, IL 60559 (630)789-1981
If you plan on coming, please email or call me. It is nice to have some idea of how big of a table to
get. Two weeks later we'll stay at the church for Stitch and Chat in the Parlor on Friday, January
18th, from about 9:30-11:30 AM. You don't need to bring anything to stitch but, can just hang out and
chat. This is a very casual gathering. Come if and when you can, even if for only a few minutes.
If you have any questions, please contact Peggy Gutzke at (Home) 630-971-1382
(Cell) 630-632-3014 or by e-mail at peggy.gutzke@gmail.com

BLOOD DRIVE: January 15th, 2019, from 3pm to 7pm. This marks the 37th year First
Congregational has participated in a Blood Drive. We count on YOU to make each of these events
successful. Your donation helps 3 people. It’s easy and safe to donate. All donors will receive a
coupon for a FREE entrée from Noodles & Company when you purchase a Coca-Cola Freestyle
beverage (while supplies last). You can make an appointment at www.heartlandbc.org or contact
AnnaMay Miller at 630-964-2004 starting at 5pm the week before the event. WALK-INS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME. Thank you for your support!

UCCDG Staff: We had a wonderful time celebrating at our Christmas Staff Party in
December. Below is a picture of the staff with their gifts after a successful White Elephant gift
exchange.

The Sunday morning service is now being re-broadcast on Cable Channel 19 at 4:30pm every
Sunday to 35 Greater Chicago area networks! Thank you Len Potter for making this possible!

Updates & Events

Ten Oils of Ancient Scripture: Would you like to learn how these Ancient Oils were used in the
Bible and how we can still use them in our lives today? Ancient Oils are mentioned throughout the
Bible because for thousands of years they were a part of people’s daily lives. They were used in
their homes, foods, rituals, synagogues and temples. Most of the 10 oils can be used to enhance prayer
or meditation but, the majority of them can be used in everyday activities such as hair/skin care, sleep,
and to support a heathy immune system. These oils are very versatile and everyone can benefit from
what they can do for the body, mind, and spirit. Join me Saturday, January 19th at 3pm in the Parlor to
learn about these oils! Take home a sample of each of the 10 oils for $20 ($5 of each sale will be donated
to PADS). Contact Alex Coletto to RSVP or with any questions at: alexcoletto7@gmail.com
A note from Alex: My hope for this class is to educate people on the use of essential oils throughout
their prayer and how these same oils can be used in their daily lives. These oils can bring a deeper level
of meaning to ones prayers and can be inhaled to promote feelings of positivity, inner strength,
creativity, and help release blocked emotions of sadness. Essential oils have changed my life in a
positive way from enhancing my health and wellness, to promoting a healthy night’s sleep, to removing harmful toxins from my hair and skin care routine, and I even use them to clean my home.
Helping others change the same things and more in their lives is what I truly enjoy doing.

PADS Fundraiser:
Thank you to everyone who helped provide Christmas gifts and gift cards for our PADS
neighbors. Over 65 individuals benefitted from your generosity. This included eight families
and 17 children.
Thank you to the Downers Grove South Football team who provided and served dinner
on December 10th and to our Church Office Staff who did the same on December 17. Thanks
to Linda Raisin and her breakfast crews who provided morning meals on December 4, 11, and
18. Thanks to Scott, Fred, Peggy, Paul, Dave, Laurie, Mary, Rosalie and Mark who provided
overnight supervision.
Thank you to our ‘regular’ every week volunteers both on Monday evening and Tuesday
morning. You know who you are.
Special thanks to Santa , Mrs. Claus and all their elves, both young and old, for a
great evening on December 17. Thank you Laurie Olsen and Kim Rutter for your coordination
of the Manna accounts.
-Tom Williams and David Hersemann

Happy New Year!
FCLC is getting ready for a fantastic 2019!

Keep your calendars open for our Fourth Annual FCLC Art Show in
February . We are inviting FCLC families and church members to join
us and see how talented our children are. There will also be artwork this year that both
parents and church members will be able to bid on. This should be a fun day for everyone.
All proceeds are used to buy art supplies for the program.

DuPage United:
Our Uniting With Our Peers: On Joining DuPage United

- David Burke

“To believe is to care. To care is to do.” – UCC motto
On the “Advocate for Justice” section of the United Church of Christ website
(www.ucc.org/justice_cbco), Congregation-based community organizing (CBCO) is
defined as “community organizing rooted in faith bodies that come together in answer to
God’s call to love our neighbors, stand with the marginalized, and work with God for a
more just society.” The page goes on to list numerous CBCO organizations that UCC
Congregations across the country have joined in an effort to address the needs and
injustices present in their communities, including the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF).
The IAF is the oldest and largest network of community organizations throughout the
U.S., England, Germany, Australia, and Canada, and it has a unique Chicago-based origin
story. The IAF was founded in 1940 by community organizer and writer Saul David
Alinsky, Roman Catholic Bishop Bernard James Sheil, and businessman and founder of
the Chicago Sun-Times Marshall Field III. Today, the IAF works with religious and civic
organizations to strengthen citizen leadership, to develop trust across community dividing
lines, and to take action on issues identified by local community leaders.
DuPage United has been our county’s IAF affiliate since 2003, and their major
accomplishments include
·
Protecting and expanding tuition-free ESL Courses at College of DuPage
·
Taking the lead in getting funding reinstated for the DuPage County Human Service
Grants Fund, which has provided over $7 million to non-profits to assist with food, shelter,
and other basic needs.
·
Working with other IAF affiliates, including the Fox River Valley Initiative, Lake
County United and United Power for Action and Justice to organize assembly meetings
with candidates for Illinois political offices and hundreds of community leaders across
counties to establish a mature, reciprocal and productive relationships with our state’s
leaders
As a scribe and a moderator during our visioning sessions in 2018, I came to
understand that our church members are passionate about being an engaged congregation,
active in service and in the public square. Having been on the Ministry of Mission, Justice
& Witness for the last 3 years, 2 of which I served as Chair, I feel with certainty that we as
a church have a great opportunity before us in becoming a member institution of DuPage
United. Though we work hard and are very much a church of leaders, there is no doubt that
through our past interfaith exchanges and ecumenical collaborations, such as the Syrian
Refugee Co-sponsorship with St. Luke Presbyterian Church, we have been able to serve in
ways that might not be otherwise possible given our means alone.

DuPage United Continued:
We already share an interest in many of the same civic and humanitarian issues as DuPage
United. Where we at UCCDG have served those with housing and income insecurity through our
work with and support of DuPage PADS, Hope’s Front Door, and Bridge Communities, DuPage
United has ongoing and cooperative workgroups on the issues of affordable housing, treatment
and care for the mentally ill, and workforce development. After the tragedy in Parkland earlier this
year, we hosted a community discussion panel to unpack the issue of gun violence in our schools
and in our towns. DuPage United is part of the "Do Not Stand Idly By" initiative, which works
with law enforcement officials and firearms industry stakeholders to expand discussion reducing
gun fatalities through technological advancements in firearms and scrutinizing the supply
channels for legal and illegal gun sale transactions, which are not always mutually exclusive.
By joining DuPage United to work on the above issues as well as others, we will connect
with other member institutions in the UCC, such as First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn, as
well as partners right in our own back yard of Downers Grove, such as First United Methodist
Church of Downers Grove. Both of these churches are members of DuPage United. We would
also be connecting with other non-Christian faith organizations in our community, such as
Congregation Etz Chaim of Lombard and the Islamic Center of Villa Park. After spending the last
year learning about DuPage United, building a relationship with their leaders, and attending their
leadership meetings, I feel that we will fit right in and do good work as a member institution of
Dupage United. I also believe that we will become renewed and reinvigorated in our Mission
work through the organizing tools available for Dupage United member institutions.

Postword –Pastor Scott
We are called to be a United and Uniting Church. This means to do our utmost in being a
light in our community and building bridges of reconciliation and peace in Christ with our
neighbors. DuPage United builds upon that spirit of ecumenical collaboration and community
building. We can be more visible as people working towards God’s kingdom by working with
others and we can accomplish more than one solitary congregation might do alone.
Joining DuPage united also fits strongly with our new church vision:
Connect people with God and one another to serve, live, and love ─ guided by Christ. But it also
is a strong action item for our church values; namely to embrace diversity and value all people, to
hold sacred God’s creation, to advocate for peace and justice and to serve our local, national and
global communities. If we in our vision are working toward a more just, compassionate world,
united by God’s love, I believe that DuPage United is a natural partner in those endeavors, and I
hope you will join me in that belief.
At the annual meeting later this month it will be put before the entire congregation as to
whether or not joining DuPage United is a step of faith we seek to take together. It requires a
commitment of time and some financial support. I pray that we will join with others in our
community in our efforts to work towards the building of God’s kingdom on earth as it is in
heaven.

2019 Dance Lessons

For those who’d like to hit the dance floor in style at the Christian Fellowship
dinner gala or some other event, but need to dust off their dancin’ shoes a bit, we will be
offering six weeks of group dance lessons on Friday evenings in the Fellowship Hall
starting January 11th from 7-8 p.m. Cost is $80 per couple for the six weeks. Sign-up on
the lower half of the Dinner Gala form which is in the Pilgrim or can be obtained from a
friendly Ministry Member after church in the Fellowship Hall. Checks can be made out
to the church with Dance Lessons in memo section. Deadline for sign-up is December
31st. If you have questions, please see Lynn Niemi.
2019 Fellowship Dinner Gala
Christian Fellowship is hosting a dinner gala on Saturday, February 23rd from 6-10
p.m. The event will be held at Carriage Greens Country Club in Darien. Dinner will be
family style, and a cash bar will be available. The cost will be $50 per person. Please
obtain a sign-up form from the Pilgrim or any of your friendly Ministry Members after
church in the Fellowship Hall. Checks can be made out to the church with Dinner Gala
in memo section. Friends from outside the church are also welcome to attend. Sign-up
deadline is January 31st.

Take Action on Clean Energy!
As the federal government fails to take action on climate change
that threatens all of us, businesses, state and local governments,
and nonprofit organizations have stepped up efforts to transition towards energy
efficiency and clean, renewable energy.
One of these efforts is the DuPage Clean Energy Coalition (DCEC). Formed
earlier this year, the Coalition is comprised of community member groups from
across the county. DCEC is working to raise awareness about opportunities to
move to renewable energy and smart energy use in DuPage County. The group
working specifically to advance smart energy solutions in Downers Grove is the
Downers Grove Clean Energy Task Force.
On Sunday, Jan. 6 and 13, you will have the opportunity to voice support for
renewable energy in your hometown. Caring for Creation members will have a
table during coffee hour where you can complete a card that asks your municipal
leaders to “Please work with people who want good-paying clean energy jobs and
a brighter, greener future to bring renewable energy and energy efficient
measures to our town!”
Our goal is to help contribute significantly to getting 500 signed cards in the
hands of mayors, village councils and other municipal leaders.
Interested in learning more about how you can get involved in advocating for
renewable energy? The Downers Grove Clean Energy Task Force will hold a
‘Green Drinks’ event at Emmett’s on January 15 at 7p.m. Come out and become
part of the green energy movement!
For more information, contact Tom Eisenhart at teisenhart@yahoo.com

Tom Eisenhart, for the Caring for Creation Team
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