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Are you tired?  Worn out?  Burned out on religion?  Come to me.  Get away with me 

and you’ll recover your life.  I’ll show you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and 

work with me-watch how I do it.  Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I won’t lay 

anything heavy or ill –fitting on you.  Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live 

freely and lightly. ― Matthew 11:28-30  the Message 

Give me the wisdom God to know what must be done.  Then give me the courage to do 

it. ― Anonymous 

I imagine Lent for you and for me as a great departure from the greedy, anxious anti-

neighborliness for our economy, a great departure from self-indulgent consumerism 

that devours creation.  And then an arrival in a new neighborhood, because it is a gift 

to be simple, it’s a gift to be free.  It’s a gift to come down where we ought to be. 

― Walter Brueggemann   

  … God is still speaking  

 

 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here. 
 
 

Mission: Connect people with God and one another to serve, live, and 

love - guided by Christ.  
 

Vision: A more just, compassionate world, united in God’s love.  
 

Values: As an open and affirming United Church of Christ, we seek to:  

 Lead with love 

 Nurture faith as a lifelong journey 

 Engage with Scripture 

 Embrace diversity and value all people 

 Hold sacred God’s creation 

 Advocate for peace and justice 

 Serve our local, national and global communities 

 Share joy, hope and kindness 
 

 

Invitation: Come change the world with us! No matter who you are 

or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

If you are visiting and want more info, please contact  

Pastor Scott (630-968-0358 or pastorscott@uccdg.org)  

or Mary Vercellino at mvercellino@sprynet.com. 

 

Our services are online and televised. If you do not want your child to be on 

screen, please refrain from sending them forward during the children’s time 

or have them sit directly in front of the pews in the front. 
 

A SPECIAL WARM WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 

mailto:pastorscott@uccdg.org
file:///C:/Users/lmcfarland/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UDFCZV80/mvercellino@sprynet.com
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Today’s message is  Coming Out of the Shadows. 

Altar Flowers are in celebration of Sue Larsen’s 80th Birthday from FCLC, 

Staff and Board.  
 

PRELUDE –  Justin Kono 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE – Pastor Scott 
 

*OPENING SONG – #252 Lord Who Throughout These Forty Days  

(v.1, 4 & 5) 

        
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (Responsive) –  Pastor Michelle 

God of wonders and new possibilities, open us today to be fed through 

amazing encounters with You.  Speak to us, Still Speaking God, to the 

places in our lives which need new life and healing. 

Encourage us to live into the dreams and hopes you have for us.  Move 

us away from places of fear. Even as the world around us seems more 

callous and chaotic, grant us the courage within the whirlwind to 

proclaim Your capacity to fashion the miraculous from the monstrous, 

and to create a masterpiece within each one even as we feel mired in the 

clay. Amen 

HYMN #492 - Spirit Of The Living God v. 1  by Iverson and Baughen 
 

LENTEN CONFESSION  (Responsive) – Pastor Scott  

In this ever changing world why do we want to settle for the same old same 

old? We try and convince ourselves that everything is fine and we have no 

need for new life, new encounters with You, new promptings of Your Spirit.  

We confess we have turned your invitation for renewal into a mark of 

our own achievements. We are sometimes so set in our ways that we 

cannot hear nor see You nor our neighbor.  

Sometimes our faith is so set in our being right that we have no mercy 

for others we’ve deemed wrong.     

Sometimes we use our time, our money, and our energy on things that 

do not honor You God, nor feed our spirit.   

Speak a word of truth to us God.  Like Nicodemus before us challenge 

us.  Open us to the truths that we don’t wish to hear so that we may be 

born anew.  

Daily You stand ready to welcome us into a surprising new life, 

creating, unfolding- all a gift birthed of Your Spirit.  Help us to begin to 

open our whole lives to You.  Amen. 
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SILENCE  

ASSURANCE OF GRACE – Pastor Michelle 

*CHILDREN’S SONG – Jesus Loves Me (1st verse) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE – Pastor Scott 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
*CHILDREN’S SONG – Jesus Loves Me (2nd verse)     
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

This week’s Godly Play is The Parable of The Mystery of Easter. 

Preschool – fourth grade meets in the Chapel. 

Fifth and sixth grade meets in the Youth Room. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING – Dick Hill    

Adaption of  John 3:1-17   

~ written by Mark Diller Harder, St. Jacobs Mennonite Church, January 

2010. Posted in the From Our Churches archive on the Mennonite Church 

Canada Resource Centre 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY –  To Know You  by Nordeman sung by the band 

 
SILENT MOMENT OF REFLECTION   

 

TODAY’S MESSAGE IS  Coming Out of the Shadows – Pastor Scott                                                          

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  – Pastor Michelle  

Silent Prayer 

 

  
   

John Hall’s mother Anne, Diane Karson, Joan 

Stockmal, Ann Mullen, Weimerslag family, 

daughter Jennifer and son in law John.  Patti Miller 

and family.  Gaye Smith recovering from hip 

surgery. Everyone affected by the Coronavirus. 
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OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD – Pastor Michelle 

Sharing Our Gifts with the Offertory 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY – Smithereens by Annie Lennox sung by the band 

 

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS WITH PRAISE                

Thanks O God for boundless mercy 

From Your gracious throne above 

Thanks for ev'ry need provided 

From the fullness of Your love 

Thanks for daily toil and labor 

And for rest when shadows fall 

Thanks for love of friend and neighbor 

And Your goodness unto all. AMEN. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION – Pastor Michelle 

 
*CLOSING HYMN – #373 Change My Heart, O God (2x)  by Espinosa 

 
*BENEDICTION – Ancient Words by Deshazo 

As a temporary precaution in response to preventing the spread of the 

Coronavirus we will not be holding hands during the passing of the peace, 

singing of ancient words, or Pastoral greetings at the end of service. If you 

are visiting with us, we invite you to join us in song and in spirit. 

 
*POSTLUDE –Shine by Collective Soul  sung by the band 
 

*Please join us in these prayers and songs. 

 

Thank you to this week’s greeters and ushers. 

Greeters: Adrienne Colvert, Debra & Ralph Anderson 

Ushers: Gail Jaroski, Dave Swartz, Nancy and Jan Hessler 

Head Usher: Jim Hallman 

Counters: Heather Bilcer, Cliff Mazzone; Lead Counter: Adrienne Colvert 

 
 

OUR TIME OF WORSHIP TOGETHER HAS ENDED.  

NOW MAY OUR CHRISTIAN SERVICE BEGIN!  

 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall (Level 1) for Continental Breakfast served 

by FCLC. 
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 READERS NEEDED FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE: 

Readers needed to give voice to the Disciples for worship on Maundy 

Thursday. Peter, John, Judas, as well as the unnamed disciple, modern day 

disciples and others will be voiced during worship at 7:30 pm on Thursday,  

April 9. If you are interested please contact Pastor Michelle at 

mmcnamara@uccdg.org. 

 

Continental Breakfast March 2020 Schedule: 

March 15– Mission and Justice 

March 22– Outreach and Membership 

March 29– Building and Grounds 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

FCC BOOK CLUB MEETING DATE CHANGES: 

The next book club meeting will be Tuesday, March 31. Please mark your calendar 

for these changes. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Linda 

Schranz at Lsmedia52@gmail.com or call/text 630-464-0426.  

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Stitch and Chat 

Parlor on Friday, March 20, from about 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

You don't need to bring anything to stitch, but can just hang out and chat.This is a 

very casual gathering.  Come if and when you can, even if for only a few minutes.  

Questions? Contact Peggy Gutzke  H: 630-971-1382  C:630-632-3014    

peggy.gutzke@gmail.com 

 

LENTEN GATHERINGS:  

Wednesdays, March 4 - April 1, 6 p.m. 

Two Way Street Coffee House 

These special Lenten Gatherings will begin with music and a short worship time (6 - 

6:45 p.m.), followed by a potluck dinner and a chance to talk about the Lenten 

journey (6:45 - 7:30 p.m.). Please bring a dish to share. 

 

B.S.A. TROOP 55 EVENTS: B.S.A. Troop 55 will be collecting any old athletic 

shoes. The drive will be held from March 1– 31 

The collection box will be placed on the 4th floor landing. 

Help us meet our goal of collecting 809 pairs of shoes! 

 

B.S.A. Troop 55 will be selling Butterbraids.  

The cost is $14.00 per Butterbraid. There are many different flavors including: 

Apple, Cream Cheese, Raspberry, Caramel Rolls, Strawberry Cream Cheese, Four 

Cheese and Herb and Cinnamon. They also carry cookies this year.  

Samples will be available March 15th in Fellowship Hall following the service. 

Any questions? Please contact Karen Gatewood, Troop 55 Secretary   

630-964-2903 

mailto:mmcnamara@uccdg.org
mailto:Lsmedia52@gmail.com
mailto:peggy.gutzke@gmail.com


 7 

WE NEED YOU!  

To provide us with information. The Property Usage Committee will hold an 

information input session on Sunday, March 22, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. We will have an enhanced brunch following our worship service and begin the 

meeting precisely at 11. This is your opportunity to let us know your ideas and 

vision for the use of the property next door. Mark your calendar for March 22. 

 

SUMMER CHURCH CAMPS: Tower Hill Camps, Michigan 

Godstock Tenderfoot  

July 23 – 25, for grades K-2 

Get a taste of going to summer camp with two nights away from home. Experience 

all that camp has to offer: swimming, campfires, s’mores, hiking, crafts, great food, 

new friends – all with a God-centered theme. 

 

Godstock 

July 19 – 25, for grades 3 – 9  

Godstock is the fastest week of the summer according to an informal survey of 

campers. Climb Mount Baldy (the real one in Michigan) then fly down the backside 

and get covered with the best tasting sand in the Midwest. Enjoy Christmas in July, 

THE Godstock Games, and the Big Friday Night Dance. These days can be fun, 

serious, maybe even a little educational, making new friends and building 

friendships that last a lifetime. Godstock is learning how to live as a Christian in 

today's world.  

 

Questions? Pastor Michelle at mmcnamara@uccdg.org or 630-568-0358 ext. 226 

Sign up at http://ilucc.org/outdoor-ministries  

 

 

ONGOING 
 

Associate Minister Search Committee: The Search Committee is finalizing the 

Associate Minister job description, and taking a deep dive into drafting our Church 

Profile. We thank Pastors Scott, Michelle and Karen for their time spent with us, 

and the valuable input they are uniquely situated to provide for moving forward 

with the search process. Next up, we will work with the Chairs of various Ministries 

and Teams this spring. Stay tuned for continued updates!  Virginia Hopley, Search 

Committee Chair 

 

GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

REPACK: Join church members each Wednesday evening from 6:00 – 9:00 pm for 

a food repack session. The Greater Chicago Food Depository is located at 4100 W. 

Ann Lurie Place, which is just off the Stevenson Expressway at Pulaski Road.  For 

more information, contact David Hersemann at dah5@comcast.net or Laurel 

Carlson at lacduke@comcast.net JOIN THE CARPOOL! - Each Wednesday, 

we meet at 4:45pm at the Jewel store located at 63rd Street & Main Street.  Tell Eric 

Nelson ( Nelson4dg@sbcglobal.net ) that you will be there and would like a ride. 

 

mailto:mmcnamara@uccdg.org
http://ilucc.org/outdoor-ministries
mailto:dah5@comcast.net
mailto:lacduke@comcast.net
mailto:Nelson4dg@sbcglobal.net
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ADULT COLORING: Studies have shown that coloring reduces stress, anxiety 

and provides relaxation. In addition to those benefits, our Adult Coloring group also 

provides fellowship. Come join us on Tuesdays, 10 am to 12 pm in the Library. 

Even if you have not colored before you are welcome. We always have extra 

supplies for visitors! 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

 

INVITATION TO BECOME AN USHER: The new usher schedule will be 

released in Mid-March for April through September, 2020.  Ushers are scheduled to 

serve approximately one out of every six Sundays.  We would love to welcome a 

few new ushers on board. This is a great opportunity for new members to get 

involved and meet new friends. If you are interested in becoming an usher please 

email Dirk Gutzke at gutzke.dirk@gmail.com 

 

GREETERS NEEDED: A new greeter schedule will be released in April that will 

come out for May - August 2020.  Greeters are usually only scheduled for twice a 

year, or it could be less if enough people volunteer.  We have had some greeters quit 

due to health reasons or moving, so we would love to have some new greeters on 

board.  Plus, this is a great way to meet people, whether you are new or not.  All it 

takes is about 20 minutes before church, and you're done.  Please contact Skyla Hall 

at skyjo96@sbcglobal.net or on her cell at 630-258-0076 if you have any questions 

or are interested in becoming a greeter. 

 

FAITH FORMATION: You'll get much more than you give by being part of our 

Sunday School team! Spend an hour each week looking at the lesson plans we 

provide and then enjoy an hour with our inquisitive, enthusiastic and fun children. 

You can work with children in the nursery or in the preschool through sixth grade 

classrooms. We invite you to observe and watch how our children can wonder and 

grow.  If you are interested, please contact our Sunday School Coordinator Sarah 

Forillo at sforillo@uccdg.org or 630-968-0358 x223. 

 

MENTORS NEEDED FOR BRIDGE COMMUNITIES: Would you like to help 

a homeless family? Bridge Communities is a grassroots, nonprofit organization 

committed to transforming the lives of homeless families in DuPage County. Their 

program of housing, mentoring and empowering families focuses on moving them 

towards a goal of self-sufficiency over a two year period. The First Congregational 

UCC of Downers Grove has been in partnership with Bridge Communities for over 

20 years. We will be needing mentors for a new family this coming summer. 

Mentors work with the family weekly to help them budget, save money, use 

resources, and be supportive. Mentor Training is on Saturday, February15th at Gary 

Methodist Church in Wheaton from 8:15-3:00. This is a very informative session 

where you can determine if this is something you would like to do. If you have any 

questions or would like to know more go to https://www.bridgecommunities.org or 

contact Char Wild 630 985-4416. 

 

mailto:gutzke.dirk@gmail.com
mailto:skyjo96@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sforillo@uccdg.org
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SHOP WITH SCRIP: The Stewardship Team has been avidly staffing the 

Fellowship Hall table and really enjoying meeting all the supporters!  Please let us 

know what other cards you would like.  We continue to look for someone to take 

the lead on this important fundraiser; if you are interested, please send an email to 

David Hersemann (dah5@comcast.net) or Phil Sumida (sumtchr@gmail.com). 

 

BUY GIFT CARDS FROM SHOP WITH SCRIP: Raise money for our church – 

at no cost to you! Buy gift cards three easy ways: 1). Buy (or order) a physical card 

in Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour.  

There is a link to all the cards that will be available in Fellowship  Hall in our E-

news. 

On the Shop With Scrip website, you can 2). Add more money to physical cards. 3). 

Buy an e-card.  

The enrollment code for UCCDG is 92A2CLLA55623. Watch the YouTube video 

that demonstrates how to use the site (link in E-news). 

Questions? Email Phil Sumida at sumtchr@gmail.com or David Hersemann at 

dah5@comcast.net or stop by the Shop With Scrip table during Coffee Hour.  

 

MISSION MINISTRY: Consider joining our prison ministry team at the Illinois 

Youth Center (Warrenville)!  Each Thursday evening, two members of our team 

teach a “life skills” class to help better prepare the youth for life outside the juvenile 

justice system.  You can volunteer as often as you are able. Please contact Gaye 

Smith at eyesgirl@comcast.net or (630) 712-9148 for more information.  

 

CONSCIOUS BEAN COFFEE: This is the direct trade coffee served during 

coffee hour that travels from San Lucas Toliman, Guatemala.  We purchase the 

coffee for North Central College Enactus a student run organization.  It is available 

during coffee hour in one-pound bags or KCups.   

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS: Did you know that the flowers displayed on the Chancel 

are donated by church members in joy, celebration or remembrance of a loved one? 

The cost to donate is $35.00 and there is a sign-up calendar on the bulletin board on 

the Sanctuary level, south entrance. When you donate a floral arrangement, you are 

encouraged to take it home with you following service so that you may enjoy it. We 

do ask that you return the vase, so that we can recycle them with the florist. Any 

questions, please see Linda Schranz or Barb Hammack. 

 

CHURCH TABLECLOTHS: As many of you know, there are tablecloths that are 

available to groups to use on the tables in Fellowship Hall or the Parlor. These 

tablecloths are located in the closet in the Parlor. Anyone can use these tablecloths 

but they must clean the tablecloths themselves and return them to the closet. Please 

do not leave the tablecloths in the PADS laundry room. If you have any questions, 

please see Linda Schranz or Barb Hammack. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

AMAZON SMILE: When you shop @AmazonSmile, Amazon will donate to First 

Congregational United Church of Christ.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2361106 

mailto:dah5@comcast.net
mailto:sumtchr@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/174FMvK2pEF4J-bIGE6CWXILb5a7IxIINZNSyl2Ssgmc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPSLvTHSe1w
mailto:sumtchr@gmail.com
mailto:dah5@comcast.net
mailto:eyesgirl@comcast.net
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2361106
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Sun., March. 8, 2020 

8 – 9 a.m. Stewardship Meeting – 503 

8 – 9 a.m. Youth Giving Meeting – Library 

8:30 – 9:15 a.m. Junior Choir Rehearsal – Coffee House 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 

10:45 – 11:30 a.m. Bells Rehearsal – Music Room 

11 a.m. – 12 p.m.Associate Minister Search Committee- 503 

11 a.m. – noon Property Committee Meeting- Library 

 

Mon., March. 9, 2020 

6 a.m. Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous – Coffee House 

6 p.m. PADS Guest Arrive – Fellowship Hall 

7 – 8:30 p.m. Troop 55 Committee meeting-503 

 

Tues., March. 10, 2020 

6 a.m.  Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous – Coffee House 

10 a.m. Adult Coloring Group – Library 

3 p.m. Deadline for Bulletin 

6:30 p.m.  Building & Grounds Committee meeting – Room 503 

7 – 9 p.m. 2nd Tues Song Circle-Two Way St Coffee House 

 

Wed., March. 11, 2020 

6 a.m. Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous – Coffee House 

9 – 11 a.m. Bible Study (at members' homes) 

6 – 9 p.m.Greater Chicago Food Depository Wed. Night Repack – offsite 

6 – 7:30 p.m. Lenten Bible Study –  2WS 

7 – 8:30 p.m. Confirmation – Library/Youth Room 

7:30 – 9 p.m. Alanon meeting – Chapel  

 

Thurs., March. 12, 2020 

6 a.m.  Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous – Coffee House 

7 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Music Room 

 

Fri., March. 13, 2020 

6 a.m.  Acceptance Group of Alcoholics Anonymous – Coffee House 

7 p.m. Two Way Street Concert – Coffee House  

 
Sat., March. 14, 2020 

8 – 10:30 p.m. Barn Dance – Fellowship Hall 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
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An Open and Affirming Congregation 

  1047 Curtiss Street, Downers Grove, IL 60515 • 630-968-0358  

   www.uccdg.org  
 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 

The Rev. Scott Oberle, Senior Pastor .......................... pastorscott@uccdg.org 

Rev. Michelle McNamara, Interim Assoc. Pastor .......... mmcnamara@uccdg.org 

Cathy Sanders, Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation ... casanders3@aol.com 

Kelley Calpin, Director of Music Ministries  ......................... kcalpin@gmail.com 

Maria Carini, Assistant Director of Music Ministries ............ mcarin1m@aol.com 

Rachel Carreras, Administrative Secretary ........................... adminsec@uccdg.org 

Sarah Forillo, Sunday School Coordinator ............................... sforillo@uccdg.org 

Bill Hammack, A-V Specialist .............................................. bill@symbolix.com 

Dave Humphreys, Community Liaison .......... dave@davehumphreys.com 

Tim Kendall, Two Way Street Coffee House…………...tim@twowaystreet.org 

Justin Kono, Director of Praise Band  .............................. j.akira.kono@gmail.com 

Carl Lorek, Custodian/Maintenance Supervisor ......................... Carll@uccdg.org 

Len Potter, Broadcast Ministry ................................................ lenp@potterpro.com 

Kimberly Rutter, Bookkeeper ........................................... bookkeeper@uccdg.org 

The Rev. Dr. Robert D. Schieler, Pastor Emeritus 

 
First Congregational Learning Center 

Our program serves children from 6 weeks through 5 years of age. 

Kim Choate, Director - kchoate@uccdg.org 

Phone: 630-206-4910 • www.fclcdg.org •  
 

Office hours: Mon. – Thurs., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; Fri. by appointment. 

E-mail: office@uccdg.org 

In pastoral emergencies, Pastor Scott can be reached at 630-432-0380. 

 

Our Church App  
Download our new app on your iPhone or Android. Search for our church 

name and look for the app with our logo.                         

 

 

twitter.com/uccdg  facebook.com/uccdg                            donate 

 

 
Watch Sunday Services on local TV  

Shown at 11:30 a.m. Sunday on Comcast channel 6 and AT&T channel 99. 

View the service online at www.uccfn.org. 

mailto:pastorscott@uccdg.org
mailto:casanders3@aol.com
mailto:kcalpin@gmail.com
mailto:mcarin1m@aol.com
mailto:adminsec@uccdg.org
mailto:bill@symbolix.com
mailto:j.akira.kono@gmail.com
mailto:Carll@uccdg.org
mailto:lenp@potterpro.com
mailto:bookkeeper@uccdg.org
mailto:kchoate@uccdg.org
http://www.fclcdg.org/
mailto:office@uccdg.org
http://www.uccfn.org/

