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The reason for extensive use of poetry in the OT. 

 Poetry is more easily remembered than prose. 

 Putting words into a rhythmic pattern provides an additional device for aiding memory for a people 

like the Jews who had to depend on it as the most common method of preserving and passing along 

traditions. 

 

Two books in the OT were devoted exclusively to preserving Israel’s greatest poetry: 

 Song of Songs (also known as the Song of Solomon) 

o Deals with a secular theme – human love. 

o But to the Jews love is not a secular theme – they believed that all of life and its relationships 

were the concern of the Lord. 

 The Psalms 

o Represented Israelite worship, both on the personal as well as the community level. 

o All areas of life were subjects, from going to war to praising God. 

o In it were placed poems expressing the full range of Israelite feelings, from violent expressions 

of hatred to their most joyous sense of praise for God’s blessings. 

 

The Song of Songs 

 This book has been a source of uneasiness and its placement in the OT canon has been debated, 

since no mention of God in the book 

 Judaism and Christianity solved the concerns by interpreting it allegorically 

o For Jews, the “husband” was the Lord and Israel his bride. 

o For Christians, Jesus was the “husband” and the church was the bride. 

 This book is one of the five Festival Scrolls in Jewish tradition 

 Nature of the book 

 A collection of love songs celebrating the joys of physical lovemaking; its lesson was that sex was 

God’s gift to humankind – could be used properly or abused, but this did not lessen its value or 

beauty. 

o The poems cover a wide span of years; were brought together in the post-Exilic period. 

o The book is attributed to Solomon and he was thought of as one of the main characters. 

 The literary structure of the book: It can be divided into seven sections.  (See p. 322 of the textbook 

for identification of the 7 sections. 

 Note some of the passages set out on p. 322-324 of the Textbook.   

 

 

 

 

The Book of Psalms 

 

 According to the Textbook, no other book in the Bible is as well known since no other book mirrors 

human emotions better. 

 The Psalms were Israel’s expression of feelings to God. 

 They were primarily messages to God, not messages from God. 

 David is called the Psalmist, but the psalms actually came from different periods of Israelite history. 

 Before the present book of Psalms there were a number of smaller collections of psalms that were 

then merged into the larger collection we call the book of Psalms in the post-Exilic period 



 David is called the Psalmist in both Jewish and Christian traditions; However, although he wrote 

some of the Psalms he did not write them all. 

 The   Psalms are like a modern church hymnal as it is a collection that came into existence over a 

long period of time.  The Psalms were the hymns of the people. 

 The Psalms have five divisions 

o Psalms 1-41.  Psalm 1 serves as an introduction to the book. 

o Psalms 42-72 

o Psalms 73-89 

o Psalms 90-106 

o Psalms 107-150. Psalm 150 serves as the benediction for the whole book. 

o Most of the Psalms that came from David appear in the first two sections, in Psalms 1-72. 

Scholars have classified the Psalms.  Here is one usual classification of the Book of Psalms: 

 Hymns of Praise (key word was Hallelujah).  They typically have 3 parts 

o A call to praise God 

o The reason to praise God 

o A renewed call to praise God 

 Communal Laments 

o Prayers of petition to God to bring deliverance to the community in times of such disasters as 

war, famine, or epidemic.  They usually contained the following elements, although not always: 

 A cry to God for help 

 A description of the situation that brought on the appeal 

 A prayer for deliverance 

 Sometimes an oracle from a prophet or an expression of confidence that the Lord would 

answer 

 Individual Laments 

o These were the largest class of Psalms 

o They had the same basic format as communal psalms 

o They were used in services in which individuals asked God to deliver them from personal 

disaster 

o Within this class of Psalms were a sub-class called Psalms of Confidence.  See Psalms 4, 11, 16, 

23, 27:1-6, 62, 131 

 Individual Songs of Thanksgiving 

o Used by an individual to praise the Lord for deliverance from trouble 

o They included: 

 An introduction 

 A narration that told of his trouble, his cry to God, and his deliverance. 

 An acknowledgment of his deliverance 

 An announcement of an offering of thanks 

 The Royal Psalms 

o Used for special occasions in the religious services for the king 

o Later, when Israel had no king, these psalms began to be interpreted as applying to God’s 

anointed king of the future, the Messiah. 

 The Other Psalms 

o Included 5 other classes 

 Songs of Pilgrimage 

 Community Songs of Thanksgiving 

 Wisdom Poetry 

 Two types of liturgies:  Torah liturgies and Prophetic liturgies 

 Mixed Poems 


