
 

      Overview:  The Hebrew/Israelite Timeline; 

                   
1800 B.C.E.  Frequent guess as to the time of Abraham and Sarah and the 

beginning of what is known as the Patriarchal period.  The 

patriarch/matriarch “couples” are 1) Abraham and Sarah whose 

son is Isaac through whom Jews trace their heritage (Abraham and 

Hagar will be the parents of Ishmael through whom the Muslims 

trace their lineage); 2) Isaac and Rebekah whose sons are Jacob 

and Esau (though Esau is the elder of the twins, Jacob receives the 

birthright and father’s blessing and it is through Jacob that the 

covenantal line will continue; Jacob is renamed “Israel” by God at 

the end of the story of Jacob’s wrestling with the angel/God; 3) 

Jacob and Rachael one of whose sons is Joseph.  Jacob/Israel will 

have 12 sons by Rachael and her sister Leah and two other women 

– these 12 sons will become the 12 tribes of Israel in the history of 

Israel.  At the end of the Patriarchal period when Jacob dies, 

Joseph and his brothers and their families (the “tribes” of Israel) 

are living in Egypt.  Approximately 400 years will pass until the 

story of the Exodus.   

 

1280 B.C.E. Possible date of the Exodus from Egypt.  Moses, assisted by his 

brother Aaron has confronted Pharaoh (series of 10 plagues) to let 

God’s people go.  Moses then leads the Israelites out of Egypt, 

through the wilderness/desert where Moses receives the Ten 

Commandments and the Law from God to give to the Israelites.  

They are in the wilderness approximately 40 years according 

 to the Bible story till their arrival at the Promised Land.    Moses 

 will not be permitted by God to lead the Israelites into the Land.  

 

1250 B.C.E.  Frequent guess for Israelite entrance into the Promised Land 

   Joshua is the leader who brings the Israelites into the Promised 

Land.  Joshua leads the people during the acquisition of part (not 

all) of Canaan and then their occupation of the land.  At God’s 

direction Joshua apportions the land to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

    

   After Joshua’s death, the Israelites are led by a series of Judges 

   During what is known as the period of the Judges.  (We studied 

three of them:  Deborah, Gideon and Samson.)  During this period  

the Israelites under the leadership of the Judges continue and 

attempt to expand their occupation of the Promised Land with 

cycles of war and periods of peace.  

    

We then began begin to see the repeated phrase: “There was no  

king in Israel” and instead of the people doing what was right in 

the sight of God, the people do what is right in their own sight.  



We began to anticipate a new type of leadership (monarchy) 

emerging for the Israelites.  

 

1020 B.C.E. Approximate time of for the last of the judges, for Samuel 

(prophet, judge and “king-maker” for God) and Saul as King. 

   Samuel was the “prophet” who, at the direction of God anointed  

Saul.  Saul was the first king of the Israelites.  God withdraws his 

favor from Saul and instructs Samuel to anoint David as king. 

    

1000 B.C.E.  Approximate time of the beginning of King David’s reign.  David 

   consolidated Israel into a united kingdom, uniting both the  

northern areas (known as Israel) and southern areas (known as 

Judah) into one kingdom (Israel) and making Jerusalem its capital.   

 

After David’s death his son Solomon becomes king over the still 

united kingdom.  Solomon builds the first temple to God 

   in Jerusalem.      

 

922 B.C.E.  Common estimate of the death of Solomon and division of the  

“united” kingdom of Israel into the Northern Kingdom (called 

Israel) and the Southern Kingdom (called Judah).     

 

722/721 B.C.E. The fall and destruction of the Northern Kingdom to the Assyrians 

(led by Sargon II) and the forced removal and resettlement of   

 Israelites out of the northern kingdom. 

 

700-605 B.C.E. 700 B.C.E. marks the rise of the Babylonian empire.  The 

Babylonians defeat the Assyrians.  In 605 B.C.E. Nebuchadnezzar 

 becomes king of the Babylonians. 

 

597 B.C.E. First deportation of Judahites (residents of the Southern Kingdom) 

 to Babylon. 

 

586 B.C.E. Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Babylonians and 

second deportation of Judahites.   

 

550-520 B.C.E. Rise of the Persian Empire.  In 539 B.C.E. Cyrus II conquers 

Babylon.  In 538 B.C.E. Cyrus decrees release of Israelites to 

return to Jerusalem.  522 B.C.E. beginning of the reign of Darius I 

in Persia; In 520 B.C.E. second return of Judahites to Judah. 
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515 B.C.E. Completion of the Second Temple in Jerusalem.   

 


