
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Sunday closest to September 7 

Proper 18 

Year C 

RCL 

   

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 1 

Luke 14:25-33 
   

The Collect 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 

confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set before 

you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of 

theLORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, 

walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you 

shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you 

are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray 

to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 

shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call 

heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 

the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and 

length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your 

ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 

The Response 

Psalm 1 

Beatus vir qui non abiit 



1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, 

nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, * 

and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

everything they do shall prosper. 

4 It is not so with the wicked; * 

they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, * 

but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

The Gospel 

Luke 14:25-33 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 

yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow 

me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit 

down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when 

he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 

saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to 

wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with 

ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, 

then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 

So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 

possessions." 

 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, 

and used by permission. 

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
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