
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Year C 

RCL 

Acts 9:36-43 
John 10:22-30 
Psalm 23 

The Collect 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his 

voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson 

Acts 9:36-43 

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was 

devoted to good works and acts of charity. At that time she became ill and died. When they had 

washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 

heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come to us without 

delay." So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 

upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that 

Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down 

and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then she opened her eyes, and 

seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and 

widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in 

the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

The Response 

Psalm 23 

Dominus regit me 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 



4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

The Gospel 

John 10:22-30 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus 

was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 

plainly." Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 

my Father's name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 

sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has 

given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The 

Father and I are one." 

 

Optional parts of the readings are set off in square brackets. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, 

and used by permission. 

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 
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