
But I believe that the desire to please you 

does in fact please you. 

And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 

Thomas Merton 

 

It's hard to sit down and write something this month for the newsletter. Everything feels so unsettled and I don't see 

that ending any time soon. Normally this month I'd be writing about our observations of Lent and Holy week. I would 

have pasted in a beautiful picture of the Maundy Thursday garden, perhaps shots of the parish community gathering 

for the St. Patrick's lunch and the youth peeling that seemingly endless pile of carrots. But our observations of Holy 

Week were like nothing I have ever experienced, and all my programming has been trial and error. There is a fair 

amount of trial and error involved in any education program, of course, but this has been in its own category. Telling 

stories to my phone feels really weird. Trying to engage teenagers on an online platform? You can't throw Hershey's 

kisses at a zoom meeting. I mean, you could, but it wouldn't have any effect (perhaps only making the dog sick, if he 

found them and ate them later). All of these activities have their precious moments, of course, and I've started telling 

stories with Sam, which helps me feel a little closer to the experience of being with a group. I'm slowly working my 

way through sending notes to our kids. But this is really hard, and it's not the same as being with a group, and I mostly 

feel like I'm trying but I have no idea if I am doing the right thing or the best thing.   

 

To summarize: what I can say about children and youth programming this season is that we have tried. And that we 

will keep trying. And that we do desire to please You, God, and we hope that desire does in fact please you. Amen. 

Alleluia! He is Risen, and He is with us, even if it doesn't look or feel right. 

 

I leave you with some pictures from our unusual Lent and our unusual Holy Week:  

 

 

                                
        Jerusalem, as created on my dining room table by                Zoom Church 

         Sam and Adam, prior to the cat knocking it over 
 

                                                                   
                           Second Saturday in March             Alleluia! Easter anyway.  


