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DURING THIS TIME OF COVID, WE DON’T KNOW WHEN OUR NEXT IN-PERSON MEETING WILL
BE, BUT WE ARE TENTATIVELY PLANNING ON GOING TO BRISTOL IN THE FALL OF 2021
AND TO WARNER IN THE SPRING OF 2022.

CELEBRATION XI rescheduled to March 17, 18, 19, 2023…
DoubleTree Hotel in Manchester NH. Visit: www.UCCWomensCelebration.org
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER—VANUATU 2021
YOUTUBE: SEE NHCUCC WEEKLY NEWS FOR MORE INFORMATION.
THIS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THREE WEEKS STARTING
AT 10:00 A.M. ON FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021.
THANK YOU MIKE MARSHALL OF THE LACONIA UCC FOR SETTING UP
THE YOUTUBE VIDEO FOR THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER.
WHAT IS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER?
WHO WE ARE
WORLDWIDE MOVEMENT OF CHRISTIAN WOMEN
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER is a worldwide, ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions who
come together to observe a common day of prayer each year, and who, in many countries, have a continuing
relationship in prayer and service. It is initiated and carried out by women in more than 170 countries and
regions. It is symbolized by an annual day of celebration observed on the first Friday in March to which all
people are welcome. It brings women of different races, cultures, and traditions together in fellowship,
understanding, and action throughout the year. Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that prayer and
action are inseparable and have immeasurable influence in the world. The motto of World Day of Prayer is
“Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action.”

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2021—VANUATU
The theme, “Build on a Strong Foundation,” is based on Matthew
7:24–27. In the teachings of Jesus, he talks of the love of God, our
neighbor, and ourselves meaning if we want to be forgiven, we need
to forgive; if we want to be understood, we need to understand; and if
we desire love, we need to first love. Jesus says everyone who hears
my words and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his
house on rock.
If we practice these teachings in our homes, communities, and nation, our world will be transformed. When we
build a strong foundation in our lives and experience a pandemic as with Covid-19 or unrest in our communities
like the protests of Black Lives Matter, it may feel as if our world is on sandy ground, but the women of
Vanuatu assure us that our lives and God’s creation is built on a strong foundation.

BUILD ON A STRONG FOUNDATION
• World Day of Prayer • Fri., March 5, 2021 • 10:00 a.m. •

NHCUCC State Women’s Fellowship WDP Program.
YouTube: See NHCUCC Weekly News for more information
• Prepared by the WDP Committee of Vanuatu • Published by World Day of Prayer USA •
• www.wdp-usa.org • 212.870.2466 • Art by Juliette Pita

About World Day of Prayer 2021
This year, the women of the World Day of Prayer Committee of Vanuatu call us to worship with the words
“Build on a strong foundation,” inspired by Matthew 7:24–27. We are invited to learn about Vanuatu’s history
and rich culture. The women share their stories of intergenerational wisdom, traditions, and experiences of
God’s profound love.
The WDP 2021 program explores the passage in which Jesus tells a story about the kingdom of heaven, using
the image of a house and the land on which the house is built. Choosing the land on which to build a house is
an important decision for people in Vanuatu. Considering both the terrain and the climate is crucial in a tropical
archipelago located in the South Pacific Ocean and prone to earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions, and
rising sea levels.
In Jesus’ story, the wisdom of the builder of the house comes from hearing and acting on the word of God,
which is a word of love. This is the foundation on which our sisters call us to build our homes, our nations, and
the world. A call of faith to be earnestly considered when responding to the prayer of commitment: “What is
the house that you would build?”

About the Art and the Artist
Juliette Pita’s painting, Cyclone Pam II: 13th of March 2015, shows a mother praying over her
child. The waves crash over her, but a palm tree bends protectively over them. Its roots are
able to withstand strong winds. The woman’s skirt is modeled after the traditional clothing of
Erromango. On the horizon, small crosses represent the lives taken by Cyclone Pam.
Juliette was born in 1964 on Erromango Island, the third of eight children. There was no school on Erromango
and her parents could not afford boarding school tuition, so a family friend paid for her education. She was the
first woman to graduate from the Institut National de Technologie du Vanuatu. In 1994, she had her first
exhibition in Paris.
Her motifs are taken from the traditional culture of Vanuatu, but also from her current life. She works part-time
as a fabric painter on sarongs for tourists and sells her paintings in Port Vila. Her children, also artists, sell their
paintings to pay their school fees.

About the World Day of Prayer Offering
Every year, the WDP USA gives grants funded by your offerings, to nonprofit organizations
within the USA and internationally, including that year’s writer-country. Because we have a
virtual program this year and cannot collect an offering, please make checks out to WDP USA and
send to the treasurer of NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship, Diane Wells, 176 Morningside Drive,
Laconia NH 03246-2645.
Through the WDP offering, women share their resources with women and children around the world. Since the
first WDP worship service, celebrated worldwide in 1927, offerings have been collected at each WDP worship
service annually. As women unite in prayer with women around the world, asking God to relieve their
suffering, bring healing, mend brokenness, overcome barriers, and bring peace, justice, and well-being, they put
together whatever they can give as their offering. It is the responsibility of each WDP national committee to
determine the use and distribution of the offering.
Through the years, a common understanding developed that limited expenses for the operation of the national
committees and for promoting WDP in a country could, by decision of the committee, be paid from the offering
collected. The principle was and is that the hiring of part-time or full-time staff has as its purpose to serve the
WDP work and its commitment to informed prayer and prayerful action.
With the formation of the WDP International Committee (WDPIC) in 1968, the WDPIC constitution called
upon WDP national committees to contribute from the offering toward the financial support of the International
Committee’s coordinating work.
In all these developments, the basic understanding of the meaning and purpose of the offering remained
unchanged. As this process is repeated each year, there is continued growth and renewal in the worldwide
movement.

World Day of Prayer 2022 • I Know the Plans I Have for You • March 4, 2022
Prepared by the WDP Committee of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland
The theme for WDP 2022
comes from Jeremiah 29:1–14
and is based on the letter the
prophet Jeremiah wrote to the
exiles in Babylonia. The
exiles were in a situation of
suffering, uncertainty, and
opposing views. We will
come together to hear the
stories of women who feel
excluded, listen to the fear of
a child refugee, and see the
context of a multiethnic,
multicultural, and multifaith
society in England, Wales,
and Northern Ireland (EWNI).
For Jeremiah, God’s plan was
clear. We will share this
assurance in song.
FLAG OF VANUATU

SYMBOLISM: The green represents the richness of the islands, the red symbolizes blood which unites humanity
as humans, and the black represents the ni-Vanuatu people. The Prime Minister of Vanuatu, Father Walter Lini,
requested the inclusion of yellow and black fimbriations to make the black stand out. The yellow Y-shape
represents the shape of Vanuatu islands on the map and the light of the gospel going through the pattern of the
islands in the Pacific Ocean (approximately 83% of the people of Vanuatu profess Christianity. The emblem in
the black is a boar's tusk—the symbol of customs and tradition but also prosperity. It’s worn as a pendant on
the islands—along with two leaves of the local namele tree. These leaves are supposed to be a token of peace,
and their 39 leaflets represent the original 39 members of the Parliament of Vanuatu.
Prayers,
Prose, &
Potpourri

PRAYER BOOKS FOR SALE—$10 EACH
THE NHCUCC WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP HAS PRAYER BOOKS FOR SALE.
Prayers were written and/or submitted by women and men throughout
New Hampshire and compiled by Hollis Thompson and Claudia Wright
from Laconia UCC.

September 2019

TO PURCHASE A PRAYER BOOK(S), PLEASE CONTACT:
MARGIE KREITLER, mvkreitler@gmail.com or 603-279-6150
OR TRUDIE BERGERON, TrudieGlenn@yahoo.com or 603-828-4200.

OUTSTANDING WOMAN RECOGNITION
Lee Miller, Chair of Outstanding Woman Committee
Every church has someone who seems to be the “backbone” of her church. You know… the
ones who are in the kitchen, organizing the rummage sale or the bazaar, working in the food
pantry or soup kitchen, stuffing the envelopes or folding the newsletter, filling in for the
secretary, and staffing the serving line at all the receptions. They are the ones who dust and
clean out the refrigerators or just pitch in where needed. They also take their turns in holding
church offices as deacons and Sunday School teachers; they serve on the Boards of Missions,
Stewardship, Trustees, and Women’s Groups; and they organize prayer groups and/or study
groups, etc.
At every Spring Gathering we like to recognize these wonderful women for their faithfulness
and dependability. There is a nomination application form below for you to nominate one of
your own. Please write a brief statement of why you feel she should be recognized.
At the next Spring Gathering, we will honor some of our outstanding women who live their
faith every day in their churches and communities, but we need your help to identify them.
Please e-mail your nominations by September 27, 2021, to TrudieGlenn@yahoo.com. If
necessary, snail mail to Trudie Bergeron, 46 Nantucket Place, Greenland NH 03840.
Questions? Please call Lee Miller at 603-436-9469.
Please mail early; do not wait until the deadline!
APPLICATION FOR OUTSTANDING WOMAN RECOGNITION
I/We
of

Church

Address
would like to recommend
Her address:
from my/our church to be recognized at the NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship Fall Gathering.
Will this person be able to attend the Fall Gathering on October 13, 2021, at the Bristol United
Church of Christ? Please circle: Yes / No
Someone from your church MUST
BE present to accept award if the Outstanding Woman is not present.
Please give a brief summary of why you recommend this woman—Use a separate sheet.
Welcome to two new NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship Board members:
Keira Rand, South Newbury Church, and Elaine Kernozicky, United Church of Christ, Keene.
Note: If your church has not yet made a contribution to the NH Women’s Fellowship,
please consider doing so. Make checks payable to NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship.
Please send articles, book reviews, and other information to LINK editor: Trudie Bergeron, 46 Nantucket
Place, Greenland NH 03840; E-mail: TrudieGlenn@yahoo.com; Cell: 603-828-4200.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER , FRIDAY, MARCH 5, 2021
Due to Covid, the Women’s Fellowship will record the program and worship
service on YouTube for three weeks starting at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 5.
Next NHCUCC Women’s Fellowship Board meeting is on
Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 9:30 a.m. via ZOOM!!!!
Everyone welcome! Any questions?
Contact Margie: mvkreitler@gmail.com or 603-279-6150
Fall Gathering—Wednesday, October 13, 2021—Bristol NH
Celebration XI—March 17–19, 2023—Manchester NH
Visit: www.UCCWomensCelebration.org

