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2023 IODA CHAMPIONSHIPS

North American
Europeans
WORLDS

Euro Team Race
Africans

Asian Oceanian

South Americans

July2 -9
July 15 - 22
June 15 - 25

August 25- 30
May2 -9
October 29 — Nov 5

April 15 — 22

Antigua
Thessaloniki, Greece
Costa Brava; Spain
Loosdrecht, NED
M'dig, Morocco

Abu Dhabi

Paracas, Peru



Continuous Commitment to
Development in RC

Since the introduction of the IODA event microsites in
2017, IODA Regatta Committee has continued to
make custom improvements for events:

- to assist the organizers of the IODA Championships
with delivery
-to maintain consistent standards and high delivery
no matter where we are in the world
- to enrich the IODA Member and sailor enjoyment.



Platforms to Improve Experience:

|IODA Event Microsite

Mobile Smart Phone APP

Scoring Integrated Package and Real Time
Results

Paperless Measurement Integrated with
Entry System (in partnership with IODA TC)
Accreditation Program for Security in the
Venue and Boat Park

Digital Race Office. and ONB

Standard Mandatory Safety Protocols Afloat
-Race Officials Development Programs
-Support for more Women Mentors



The 50t Anniversary of the IODA

The IODA History Microsite is a new initiative of the
IODA and will be dedicated to gathering together.and
preserving in perpetuity the history of the Class for
the continuous enjoyment of the I0DA Members for
the future of Optimist sailing.
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The International Optimist Dinghy Association

The International Optimist Dinghy Association (I0DA) was founded at the fourth Regatta in 1965 in Turku in Finland

The first members were Austria, Denmark, Finland, Great Britain, Norway,

swedenand USA, followed shortly by Germany and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe).

The new association brought together the work of Viggo Jacobsen, who
was elected president, and that of Nigel Ringrose as vice-president. These
two were to remain in those positions for over 15years with Viggo's English-
born wife Edith as honorary secretary.Viggo was an ideal president. He had
been trained in woodworking and had even owned a small boat-building
company before the war. He had then joined the family paper-merchant
business. As a Dragon sailor -like many of the most influential yachtsmen

of his generation ~he knew one-design sailing.

Among other activities he organised the Arhus Boat Show, the profits of
which were used to fund junior sailing (after a loss in the first year). Bent
Lyman’s comment that he was a ‘foreign minister’ acquired a wider
meaning as he worked tirelessly with the various national groups as the
Optimist spread.Nigel was a great roving ambassador. “He worked for the
United Nations and set up Opti programs wherever he went around the
world. He came here and said “why don't you guys have any Optis here?”
was the typical report of Connecticut's Sinclair.lvar Ahigren from
Langedrags SS in Géteborg, president of the newly formed Swedish
Optimist Association, became the auditor, a position he was to hold for
over thirty years. Understandably apart from Nigel most of the leading
lights of the new IODA were for many years Scandinavian, among them
Lars Wallin, Eric Carsten Hansen and Jens Andersen as chairmen of the
I0DA Technical Committee. None of these were current Optimist parents
which gave a consistency and strength seen in few other Classes.This is an
extract of the document Viggo Jacobsen & the Optimist Dinghy by Robert
Wilkes.Full document available at https://www.optiworld.org/

uploaded._files/VJHistory.pdf
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50 years sailing together

HALL OF FAME

Clark Mi Gradoni

T 9 Tt ey Eosmd s chose: e D i e gy win

FEATURED HIGHUIGHTS.

e it e

,&S il” } HIGHUGHTS DID YOU KNOW? ARTICLES
Optimist .

Hall of Fame

Viggo Jacobsen

Founder of the intemational Optimist Dinghy Association and president until 1982

The Mistory records that: ‘The International Optimist Dinghy Association
(10DA) wasfounded at the fourth Regatta in 1965 in Turku in Finland. The
first members were Austria, Denmark. Finiand, Great Britain, Norway,

Sweden and USA, followed shortly by Germany and Rhodesia
(zimbabwe).

The new association brought together the work of Viggo Jacobsen, who
was elected president, and that of Nigel Ringrose as Vice President These
two men were to remain in those positions for over 15 years with Viggo's
€nglish-born wite Edith as honorary secretary.Viggo was on ideal
president. He had been trained in woodworking and had even owned a
small boat-building company before the war.He had then joined the
family paper-merchant business As a Dragon sailor ~fike many of the
most influential yachtsman of his generation ~he knew one-design
sailing. Among other activates he orgonized the Aarhus Boat Show, the
profits of which were used to fund junior sailing (after a Ioss in the first
year) Bent Lymans comment that he was a foreign minister' acquired o
wider meaning as he worked tirelessly with the various national groups
s the Optimist spread.’When founded, IODA had just seven member
countries on two continents: by the time Viggo retired in 1982 it had 44 on

all six continents and 30 nations at its Worids!

In that period, he had overseen such daring innovations as the
introduction of tow-straps, metal spars and, critical for the Class,
competitive tiberglass hulls The present Optimist sailors, and all those
who sailed in our boat during the last decades, from all around the world,
are indebted to Viggo Jacobsen,” comments IODA President, Peter
Barclay. The Optimist Class would not be the class It is today without his
early work ond dedicotion 0s the first President. He lived long enough to

see the Class grow, and | am sure he was very proud.”
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Joaquin Blanco

European Championsivp 2001 ond 2002
“The Optimist taught me to enjoy this sport, meet new people and places, spend time

with my triends, change the air after going to school during the week

Holtat forme

Viggo Jacobsen

Founder of the intecnational Optimist Dinghy Association and president unti 1982
The History’ records that: The intemational Optimist Dinghy Association (JOOA)
wosfoundad at the fourth Regatta in 1965 in Turk in Finland. The first members wara.

Aepon

Hannah Mills

‘Saver medal at the London 2012 Olympics, gold In Rio 2018 and gold again In Tokyo 2020
Hannah Milis put the sport on notice at the 2003 Optimist Workt Championship,

finishing first girl and fifth overall

Xavi Garcia Muret

Augue ultricies cum egestos volutpot aliquet eu in enim.
In mouris risus masso occumsan eget. Nunc consequat consectstur amet aliquet

dolor. Sempar ibero ut in vitoe a ultricies at. Cras eget in nisi tallus id tellus eulsmod.
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Historical photo/video gallery

This is @ historical gallory filled with officiol content and mony contributions from peopie who have
coliaboroted by sending original videos and pictures from acr

f you want to send more content to heip completing our gallery, please contact us using this link

Championship

SEND YOUR O
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Highlights

1947
First Optimist design

Jork Mits desigried the first Optimist based an tha chassic "soap-bor” that Kid Lzed to 2all an

1949
Axel Damsgaard

Optimist moified o mircetLzed mto Dersmork by the dezgner Avel Camegoors

Nigel Ringrose

Optimist ntiocuced to fggond by Nigel Ringrase. Main dimeansio

Enima fpsurm dolor 5 omt consectetur ad

1957
First girl winner

Gl wine Worlds for firs tme. Girs oo won in 1996, 2008, 20%, 2011 and 2012

1962
Largest Optimist World Championship
Wit 65 Kations the 2013 Optimist Warid Chommgionznp of Antqua, s th rec
champarahp o far
1963
First Optimist design
1 dorigro the fst Optimist based ontha classi “soap-box” that ide used 19 53 an

1967
Axel Damsgoard

Optimizt modifed ona ntroduced nto Darerark by the designer 4xel Camsgoard

1870
Nigel Ringrose

Optimist ntrosuced to ingiand by Nigel Ringtosa Main dmansion
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