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The IODA Regatta Committee (RC) is responsible each year for 1 World Championship, 
5 Continental Championships, 5 Team Racing Championships, and 2 Nations Cup 
Championships with the participation of over 1,000 sailors worldwide.   The IODA RC is 
fortunate to have an excellent and professional working atmosphere amongst its 
members - Chair Ricardo Navarro (IRO, ITD/BRA), Andres Perez (IJ/ESP), Ilker 
Bayindir(IRO, IJ/TUR) and  Elena Papazoglou (IRO/CYP) - with the full support of Susan 
Elliot Beatty, the IODA Regatta Secretary.  

The technical achievements for the successful delivery of the IODA events, developed 
by the IODA Regatta Committee over recent years, are now well known, and have 
enriched the experience of the Optimist sailor at the IODA championships.  These 
include the Official Event Microsites, the Scoring Package, the Accreditation, and the 
unique Measurement system in conjunction with the IODA TC.  The Event APP has 
optimized the event delivery for the smart phone, enabling team delegations and their 
supporters to experience all aspects including tracking, with ease.   The introduction of 
the ‘Sailor Account’ last year, eliminated paper and provided a digital portable Race 
Office that quickly gained favour among coaches and sailors.  This year the final race 
office forms unique to Optimist Class are now digital.  All of this technology for event 
management, including registration,  is provided to the Event Organisers of IODA 
Championships, eliminating any concern of IODA Members regarding these key areas. 
Most importantly, the IODA Member can be confident that  an IODA event can be hosted 
anywhere in the world to equal high standard.  

On the water the IODA Regatta Committee continually focuses on providing the best 
sailing experience for the sailors.  Looking to the future of Optimist racing,  this year the 
Race Officer Development Program is maintained and in 2022 a Deputy RO is assigned 
to each event for training.  Safety on the water  remains always the priority.  Each event 
Organiser must produce, to IODA requirements, an afloat Safety Protocol.  Mandatory 
safety requirements are in place for Coach support vessels in the rules of all events. 
Additionally, our manuals, documents and race management guidelines continue to be 
constantly reviewed and updated.   

In 2022 the goal of realizing more women officials at Optimist events is being reached.    
The IODA RC continually analyzes the participation of girl sailors to implement methods 
to increase for future. More professional female mentors on the water at events is one 
way, and broadening accessibility to their career pathways through upcoming Webinars 
is planned. At the 2022 Arkas Optimist World Championship half of the Jury Officials’ 
Panel is female, and the IODA Course Representative is IRO Elena Papazoglou. 
Women ROs will participate with IODA in two Continental championships later this year.  



	

	 	

Focus has also shifted to the event awards for sailors, and the establishment of an IODA 
Perpetual Trophy for the top girl across every championship is intended in 2022. 

Finally, the IODA Regatta Committee is aware of the deep history of the Optimist Class, 
unique in the sport of sailing.  Beginning in 2022, the IODA Regatta Committee will lead 
the Class development of an Optimist History Website that will build a digital space to 
contain and make accessible this special and important history to the Optimist Sailors, 
the IODA Members and the public in perpetuity.  This project will launch during late 2022 
– early 2023 in time to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Class, and the 60th years of 
Optimist World Championships.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the IODA Regatta 
Committee for donating their time to the Class for the benefit of the Optimist sailors 
around the world:  Andres Perez (ESP), Ilker Bayindir (TUR), and Elena Papazoglou 
(CYP).   On behalf of the IODA Regatta Committee, special thanks is extended to Susan 
Elliot Beatty, the IODA Regatta Secretary, for her continuous hard work daily to support 
the Optimist championships and the many IODA Regatta Committee initiatives.   Thank 
you also to Fiona Kidd, the Secretary General of IODA for her continued support.  

Regards,   

 

Regards,  

  

 
Ricardo Navarro 

IODA Regatta Committee Chair 

	


