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Sunday, March 22 
4th Sunday of Lent 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41  
or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 

Monday, March 23 
St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop 
Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54 
 

Tuesday, March 24 
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-16 
 

Wednesday, March 25 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a and 9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
 

Thursday, March 26 
Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 5:31-47 
 

Friday, March 27 
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 [19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
 

Saturday, March 28 
Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/Jn 7:40-53 
 

Sunday, March 29 
5th Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 
or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45 
                                                                                                                         ©LPi 

This Week’s Readings and Observances 

Laetare and Good Shepherd Sunday  
Dear Friends in Christ—Salutations! How are you? I hope that you are 
well. We are blessed to be celebrating the Fourth Sunday of Lent. Infor-
mally, it has been referred to as “Laetare Sunday” since the Entrance 
Antiphon in Latin is the word “Laetare” or “Rejoice” in English. The 
liturgical color for the day is rose, although it often looks like pink. 
(This is similar to the Third Sunday of Advent which is also known as 
Gaudete Sunday.) We are rejoicing that we are over halfway through 
the Lenten season. God willing, it’s been a good first half. 
 

As we look ahead to the Easter season it is interesting that the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
has been referred to as Good Shepherd Sunday. This is due to scripture passages pro-
claimed on that day which relate to the shepherding identity of the Lord for the mem-
bers of His flock, that is to say you and me. Our connection in Year A on the Fourth 
Sunday of Lent is most evident within the Responsorial Psalm. We have the opportunity 
to reflect upon Psalm 23 which is, arguably, the most well-known and most beloved of 
the 150 Psalms. 
 

We boldly declare that “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” We 
then must answer a very challenging question: Do we believe those words and live by 
them? If you’re reading these words and taking them to heart I would humbly submit 
that you are doing your best to believe 
the truth of Psalm 23 and put it into 
practice in your life. May Christ our 
Good Shepherd help us in Lent and be-
yond to be a people that rejoices in the 
truth and lives it on a daily basis! 
 

Hope in Christ, 
 

Fr. James 
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Gracious 
Vacations can be great times for refueling the body and renewing 
bonds within a family and between friends. No matter how good 
the vacation was, it is almost always good to get home when it is 
over. Sleeping in our own bed, taking a shower in our own bath-
room, and resting on our own couch are some of the aspects of 
home we can miss while on the road. That’s why encountering 
truly gracious and hospitable people while we are away is so im-
portant. These people are not family, but they sure can provide for 
us a glimpse of home. They can be waiters at a restaurant, desk 
hosts at a hotel, or even Uber drivers. They enrich our lives if for 
only a moment, yet that moment can make all the difference. 
 

When disciples of Jesus Christ act in a gracious manner to all 
those they meet, they provide a glimpse of home. This home is not 
in a house in a particular location, but it is a home prepared for all 
of us for eternity. No matter how comfortable we may be in our 
earthly homes, it truly pales in comparison to eternity with God. 
In that heavenly home, there is no darkness, only light. There are 
no tears, only joy. There is no hate, only love.  
 

We are ambassadors for heaven by how we offer ourselves to oth-
ers. Our stewardship of hospitality allows others to see a glimpse 
of what God promises to us. Unless we truly step up and act in a 
gracious manner, will those we encounter ever know the Truth? I 
hate it when I am on the road and fail to meet people full of joy 
and welcome. At least I can look forward to coming home. What 
do those along the way look forward to in the next life that you 
can’t show them a glimpse of in this one? 
 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS | ©LPi 

Discipleship 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

“I am the light of the world says the Lord, 
whoever follows me will have the light of life.” 

(John 8:12) 
 

Adorers, as followers of Jesus Christ, spend time in adoration 
because they know Jesus is the light of the world. Whether you 
are a regular adorer or a visitor to our chapel, the time spent in 
adoration brings you closer to Jesus. His light and peace then lead 
you when you leave the chapel and through the daily trials of life. 
All are welcome to spend some time in prayer in our Eucharistic 
adoration chapel. 
 

If you would like information about Eucharistic adoration or are 
interested in signing up for an hour, please call Sandy at 763-789-
3246. 
 

We are looking for adorers to fill the following hours: 
 Mondays at noon 
 Thursdays at 5:00 pm 
 Fridays at 3:00 pm 

 

We also are in need of additional partner and substitute adorers. 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will give you light.” (Eph 5:14b) 

School News 

School News 
Dear Parishioners—A HUGE thank you 
to each of you for your generosity in the 
Catholic United Financial School Raffle! 
Our goal this year was $8,000 and we sold 
$8,485 in raffle tickets! Because of the 
wonderful mission of Catholic United 
Financial, this is all a gift for the school. 

We know that we cannot have this success without your support. 
Please know you are in our prayers. 
 

With Gratitude, 
Jane Bona, Principal 
 

Closed for Spring Break 
School is closed for Spring Break March 23 - 27. There will be no 
Release Day Journeys Program during Spring Break Week. 
 

All School Reunion Postponed 
The Immaculate Conception School 80th Anniversary “All 
School Reunion” scheduled last week March 14 was postponed, 
but will be rescheduled.... Watch the bulletin for the new date. 
 

Parish News 

Cancellation Updates 
Due to increasing concerns over the spread of COVID-19/
coronavirus in Minnesota we have decided to cancel all parish/
school events for the remainder of March. 
 

Archbishop Hebda has decided to suspend all public Masses 
within the Archdiocese for at least the next two weeks, effective 
immediately. That means that there will be no Daily Masses or 
Sunday Masses at IC. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will continue to be available 
in the Visitation Room by the church narthex on Saturdays from 
3:00 - 5:00 pm. 
 

The Adoration Chapel will remain closed until further notice. 
 

Parish Office hours will be limited to 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. 
Please call ahead if you need to visit the office. 
 

For news and updates monitor our website and social media and 
watch for emails with the latest information. If you are not cur-
rently receiving emails from us, please feel free to contact the 
parish office 
 

Thank you for your understanding in this difficult situation. 
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Pastoral Ministry 

 

Monthly Prayer Intention 
Please join the Intercessory Prayer Ministry in praying for this 
month’s prayer intention: Conversion of IC parishioners 
 

Will You Pray for a Priest Each Day? 
Prayer Suggestion:  Dear Jesus, hear my prayer on behalf of your 
priest, Father [N]. Give him a deep faith, a bright and firm hope, 
and a burning love which will ever increase in the course of his 
priestly life. Be his comfort, his joy, and his strength. Amen. 
 

March 22 - Rev. Raymond Monsour 
March 23 - Rev. Hugo Pazmino 
March 24 - Rev. Mark Morairty 
March 25 - Rev. Robert Morin, OMI 
March 26 - Rev. Paul Moudry 
March 27 - Rev. Desmond Alhassan 
March 28 - Rev. William Murtaugh 
 

Prayer 

Social Justice 

 

Feed My Starving Children 
The IC Social Justice Committee is inviting 
all parishioners to join us to help collect 
funds for “Feed My Starving Children”. 
 

Ways to Help: 
 M&M’s fill the tube program: Tubes will be available 

(while they last) in the church narthex and parish office. 
Please return on or before Palm Sunday, April 5 filled 
with $14 in quarters, bills or a check. We will provide a 
basket in the church narthex each weekend for returns. 

 

 Cash Contributions: If writing a check please make it 
payable to Immaculate Conception. Checks written to 
“Feed My Starving Children” will not go toward the 
fundraiser. Please drop in the collection basket at Mass 
in the envelopes provided or an envelope clearly marked 
“Feed My Starving Children”. 

 

 Pray for all those who are hungry. 
 

For more information contact Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

TODAY is the Day! 
There is still time for monetary dona-
tions and/or nonperishable items for 
SACA, our local food shelf. Boxes will 
be provided in the church narthex for 

food donations. Checks or cash should be placed in an envelope 
provided or marked FoodShare and placed in the collection basket 
at the Offertory (Make checks payable to SACA) 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Individual Anointing of the Sick is available by request—call the 
Parish Office at 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us. 
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions or the bulletin, please 
call Vicki at 763-788-9062 x 212. For private prayer call Larene at 
763-789-4246. 
 

Pray For Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
Especially Michelle Cadieux, Joy Julkowski, Verna Kotzer and all 
who have died from war. May God grant them everlasting peace 
and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray For All the Sick 
Especially: Paul Bona • Mary Fredenburg 

Barbara Kaminski • Gerald Krawiecki • Steven Lauinger 
Roger Mack • Janet Mihalik • Shawn Moulzolf 

Danille Remarke • Greg Sery • Tammy Swedzinski 
Sandra Tabor • Elaine Thunstrom • Lois Weyers 

Germaine Wolsfeld • and all those on our prayer chain 
 

If your name was removed and you would like to continue to be 
on the prayer list please call 763-788-9062 x 212. 
 

Council of Catholic Women 

CCW News 
Effective immediately all CCW meetings are cancelled until fur-
ther notice! Watch for information as it becomes available in up-
coming bulletins and CCW newsletters. 
 

Butter Braid Pastry Fundraiser 
This weekend is the last chance to order your Butter Braid pastry. 
This pastry make a fast, easy, and yummy treat for any occasion. 
Cost is $13.00 or $14.00. Order online at ICCSonline.org or con-
tact Kathy Morales at Kamorles@aol.com 
 

Easter Flower Memorials 
 
If you would like to make a donation to help with the cost of 
Easter flowers and decorations, in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, please fill out the form below and return it to the 
parish office in an envelope marked: 
 

Easter Flower Memorial, Attention: Parish Office 
 

Donations can also be made online at ICCSonline.org. 
 

The names of your loved ones will be published in the Easter 
Sunday bulletin* so they can be remembered in a special way 
throughout the Easter season. Thank you! 
 

*Names must be submitted by Monday, March 30 to be 
 included in the Easter bulletin. Names received after 
 March 30 will appear in subsequent bulletins. 

 
In memory/honor of:__________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Amount:_________________ 
 
Donor:______________________________________ 
 



Reflections Mass Intentions 

Word of Life 
“There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures of sharing, big or 
small, which build up an authentic culture of life… Part of this daily 
heroism is also the silent but effective and eloquent witness of all those 
‘brave mothers who devote themselves to their own family without 
reserve, who suffer in giving birth to their children and who are ready 
to make any effort, to face any sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the 
best of themselves’… We thank you, heroic mothers, for your invinci-
ble love! We thank you for your intrepid trust in God and in his love. 
We thank you for the sacrifice of your life” (The Gospel of Life 86).  
 

—Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae. © 1995 Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
Used with permission. 

 

Why Do We Do That? — Catholic Life Explained 
Question:  At my grandson’s Baptism, the priest put a bib on the baby. 
I do not remember seeing this before. Why is this done? Is it something 
new?  
 

Answer:  When an adult is baptized, there is a part in the ceremony 
when the newly baptized is vested in a white garment. It is symbolic of 
the changes that baptism brings in the life of the baptized as they are 
freed from the bonds of sin and brought into the saving grace of Christ. 
Realities that are so profound are symbolically presented so that we 
might better grasp and understand them.  
 

Infants are often dressed in a baptismal dress, which is the baptismal 
garment. In some places, the bib is used as a kind of baptismal gar-
ment. At the place in the ceremony where the investiture takes place, 
the bib is used. Some are poncho-like and fit over the baby’s head. Oth-
ers are simply placed on the baby’s chest. If the baby is dressed in a 
white garment, nothing else is needed. The prayer says it all: “See in 
your white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity ... bring 
that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.” In baptism, 
we are given our purpose and goal in life as believers and this is sym-
bolized by the white garment. 
 

Live the Liturgy—Inspiration for the Week 

Seeing is much more than just a function of our eyes. We can look at 
something with clear vision but not really see it. Often what we think 
we see is colored by our presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and 
needs. We judge things by appearance, but God looks into the heart. 
God’s sight has a much wider range and far greater depth. Receiving 
things or people just based on appearance can lead us to erroneous and 
hurtful judgments. We think we are seeing clearly, but we are not. Al-
lowing God to restore our sight so that we can truly see is a worthy 
goal for our Lenten journey. Look within and look without. What do 
you see? Allow God to complete the picture for you. Ask Him to give 
you the insight to look into someone’s heart. Don’t draw hasty conclu-
sions or presume you know the truth. Be open and humble enough so 
that you can receive the sight that only God can give. 
 

©LPi 
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Sunday, March 22:  
+Mayor Bruce Nawrocki, +Mary Jean Matlon 
 

Tuesday, March 24: +John Bennek, +John Botzet, Jr. 
 

Wednesday, March 25:  +Jean Coleman 
 

Thursday, March 26:  +Tony Pardo 
 

Friday, March 27:  +Bill Lawler, Sr. 
 

Saturday, March 28:  +Bill Lawler, Sr. 
 

Sunday, March 29:  +Ed & Mary Sadowsky 
+Deceased 

 

Although public Mass has been suspended, Father James 
will offer a private Mass for these intentions. 

 

Catholic Life Every Day 
with the Immaculate Conception App 

 

Parish App Feature of the Week:  Bulletin 
 

 Quick access anytime 

 Current and past copies 

 Our full parish bulletin 

available on your phone 
 

Learn more or download our parish app at myparishapp.com 
 

 
 
 

Search for myParish on the App Store or Google Play  
to download our app today! 

Thank Our Advertiser of the Week… 
 

Washburn-McReavy 
Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 

washburn-mcreavy.com 
 

This advertiser, and the others on the back of the 
bulletin, make this bulletin possible, please sup-
port them when you can. 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
Jesus wants to motivate each one of 
us to see the truth. After developing 
a relationship with Jesus, the blind 
man “sees” as someone very special. 
The Pharisees, due to the blindness 
caused by their ignorance, prejudice, 
and need for self-preservation, still 

remain blind. Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and our needs 
can easily blind us to truth. We see what we want or need to see and not 
what is really there. In addition, our stubbornness continues to convince 
us that we are right and that our vision is perfect. Only God can com-
plete the picture. 
 

Look around at our world. So much of what is happening today is due 
to the reluctance of folks to allow themselves to be stretched and 
brought to see what is really there. Many react to what life presents to 
them more with the lenses of ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gos-
pel carries great transformative value. With it, God corrects our vision 
and replaces our limited sight with the fullness of his sight. God opens 
our eyes so that we can see that it is not about preserving what we have 
created but of living in the immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom. 
 

Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can break through 
the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred and 
sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for justice, be effective stew-
ards of creation, assist the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard 
our economic systems and policies so that they truly serve all of God’s 
children. What we see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger 
than what our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to work in and 
through you. Do not be afraid. Be open and be humble enough to know 
that you need help. Many human beings are living with severe cataracts 
that produce sight that is at best blurred. Are you one of them? 

©LPi 

 

Gospel Meditation 

Emergency (Death or Anointing) .... 763-788-9062 (#9) 
 

PARISH 
  Parish Office ..................................................... 763-788-9062 
  (Open Monday - Friday, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm) 
  Parish Fax ......................................................... 763-788-0202 
Pastor, Fr. James Peterson ............................................. x 215 
Accounting Specialist, Julie Mack ................................. x 204 
Communications Coordinator, Sue Ashmore ............... x 205 
Director of Music and Liturgy, Ray Bannon ................ x 214 
Director of Marketing, Hazel Jordan ............................ x 207 
Maintenance Supervisor, Doug Olson .......................... x 218 
Pastoral Minister, Vicki Bazille ..................................... x 212 
Parish Business Manager, Michael Wilde ..................... x 202 
Reception Desk .............................................................. x 201 
Records Coordinator, Terri Glaeser ............................. x 227 
Special Event Coordinator, Jami Bridgeman ............... x 221 
Wedding Coordinator, Barb Hartwick .......................... x 204 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki .............. x 210 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Scott ........................... x 208 

 

SCHOOL 
  School Office .................................................... 763-788-9065 
  School Fax ........................................................ 763-788-9066 
Principal, Jane Bona (jbona@immac-church.org) ......... x 220 
Director of Advancement/School Business Manager, 
  Mary Beth Pfeifer .......................................................... x 203 
Administrative Assistant, Sherri Macko ....................... x 219 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Dave Kellner Kathy Johnson Charles Karanja 

Stacy McVary Marcus Paulson 
 

Jane Bona (School Principal) 
Steve Smith (Parish Trustee) 

 

Copies of the Parish Council meeting minutes are available 
in the pamphlet racks at the entrance to the church. 

 

LOW GLUTEN HOSTS 

Low gluten hosts (.002 gluten) are available. 
Come to the Sacristy before Mass to request one. 

Church Directory 

 

Save the Date for Totus Tuus! 
Mark your calendars for our Totus Tuus summer programs—
a week of faith and fun led by a team of college students and 
seminarians. The program includes two sessions: a day camp 
for children entering grades 1-6 on June 8-12, 9:00 am to 
2:30 pm, and an evening program for youth entering grades 
7-12 on June 7-11, 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm. The cost is $25 per 
participant and $75 max per family. The cost of the program 
can be written off for tax purposes! 
 

Grades 1-6 Grades 7-12 
Daily Mass Adoration and 
Faith Activities Confession 
Games Hot Topics 
Water Fun! Social Time 

 

For more information, please call the Faith Formation Office at 763-
788-9062 x 210. 

Faith Formation 

TOTUS 
TUUS 

 

Weekend of March 14 - 15 
 

Sunday Envelopes ............................. $   4,616.50 

Plate Collection .................................      1,216.52 

WeShare Online Giving ....................      1,257.50 

Automatic Withdrawal ......................      4,083.00 

Total Weekly Collection ................. $ 11,173.52 

Collections 
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