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‘Best of’ voting
deadline is 

today
ALAMOSA– Ballots 

for the annual “Best of 
Alamosa” voting are due 
today, Sept. 25.

They may be dropped 
off at either the Alamosa 
Chamber of Commerce in 
the visitors’ center (de-
pot) or at the Valley Cou-
rier office for a chance to 
win one of three $50 bills.

ALAMOSA  —  Be-
cause of its service to 
underserved students, Ad-
ams State University was 
named a Top Performer 
on Social Mobility in the 
recently released Best 
Colleges 2020 rankings by 
U.S. News & World Report.

Social mobility measures 
the impact a college degree 
has on a person’s life, par-
ticularly for those students 
who come from impover-
ished backgrounds of gross 
family incomes under 
$50,000.

“The fact Adams State 
serves a greater proportion 
of students whose families 
historically have not at-
tended college or have had 
access to a college degree 
means Adams State is 
changing and transform-
ing lives,” said Adams 
State President Cheryl 
D. Lovell. “Our students 
prove ZIP codes do not 

Adams State is changing lives
The local university is nationally ranked in a recent report

Photo by Linda Relyea
Adams State was recognized by U.S. News & World Report as a Top Performer on Social Mobility. Current 
students appreciate the close personal attention by professors and small class sizes.

ALAMOSA —   Trinidad State will welcome a 
new vice 
p r e s i -
dent to 
the Val-
ley Cam-
pus on 
Nov. 4. 

James 
K y n o r 
comes to 
Trinidad 
S t a t e 
f r o m 
Commu-
nity Col-
lege of 
D e n v e r 
where he 
is Dean 
of Busi-
ness, In-

dustry, Technology and Public Service.  “I felt we 
needed an executive leader at the Valley Campus who 

could provide consistent, day-to-day leadership for the 
campus and community,” said President Dr. Rhonda 
Epper.  “I was also looking for a leader who can take 
the Valley Campus to the next level while supporting 
the economic growth that’s happening in the Valley.  
TSJC is looking to expand our CTE (Career and Tech-
nical Education) programming, and Jim Kynor has a 
track record of success that he will bring to the San 
Luis Valley.”  CTE includes manufacturing, agriculture 
and health sciences.

Kynor has been at Community College of Denver 
since 2016.  

Before that he served for four years as the Associate 
Dean of CTE and Workforce related programs at Pikes 
Peak Community College.  

He also has private sector experience as a director 
of Quality, Planning, and International Business for 
a manufacturing, construction and engineering firm.  
He served in the military and graduated from the 
University of Colorado at Colorado Springs and has 
a Master’s in Business Administration from Boston 
College.  

He’ll relocate to Alamosa with his wife, Maribeth, 
and son, Lucas.

Kynor named vice president
Trinidad State Valley Campus welcomes new face

James Kynor

ALAMOSA— In re-
sponse to the growing 
homeless population in 
our community, the City 
of Alamosa has formed a 
Homeless Coalition City 
Advisory Board. 

At the first meeting of 
the Coalition held Aug. 
27, the Coalition passed a 
motion to recommend that 
a Housing Representative 
be added to the Coalition. 
City Council agreed, and 
is now seeking applicants 
from housing authority or 
other professional housing 
organizations.

Applications
To be considered for 

service on the Homeless 
Coalition, please fill out 
an application at www.
cityofalamosa.org/depart-
ments/boards-commis-
sions/homeless-coalition 
board. Applications are 
due to the City Clerk by 
Friday, Sept. 27 at 5 p.m.

The city spent about a 
year of deliberate outreach 
that included general pub-
lic meetings, neighborhood 
meetings, meetings with 
La Puente, and applicant 
interviews with city coun-
cil to create a larger, of-
ficial community group to 
discuss the many aspects 
of homelessness. 

Fifteen Coalition mem-
bers have been appointed 
so far, consisting of the 
following:

z County Commissioner 
– selected by County Com-
missioners

Deadline 
Friday 
for local 
coalition

The group will 
address the 

homeless issue 

■ See CITY page 3

For some, H.O.P.E. is all they have
By ISRAEL GARCIA

Guest Writer

ALAMOSA — Each 
year, thousands of local 
community members find 
themselves homeless or on 
the brink of homelessness.  
For nearly forty years, 
La Puente has existed to 
ensure that these vulner-
able members of the com-
munity have the support 
they need to stabilize, heal, 
strengthen, and ultimately 
thrive.  In order to continue 
this support, La Puente 
will be hosting H.O.P.E 
Week (Homeless Outreach 
Prevention & Education) 
September 24-29. H.O.P.E. 
Week is a series of events 
meant to bring people 
together to learn about 
the realities of homeless 
in our community and to 
educate about the services 
La Puente offers to prevent 
homelessness and the sup-
ports available to those 
without a home.  The com-
munity is invited to attend 

La Puente hosting a week of events, starting tonight
the following events:

Wednesday, Sept. 25
Candlelight Vigil
All are welcome for a 

night of support for the 
homeless.  Starting at 
6:30 p.m. at the La Puente 
Shelter, we will walk in 
solidarity, while trying to 
understand more about an-
other way of life. The walk 
will wrap up at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
with a short service and a 
performance by 68 West. 
Refreshments to follow. 
Transportation will be pro-
vided back to the shelter 
after event.

Thursday, Sept. 26
VEGI Stone Soup
VEGI will be hosting 

Stone Soup for the Alamo-
sa Elementary School Stu-
dents. This event is a day 
of community-building, 
veggies and fun. We will be 
reading the children’s book 
Stone Soup and serving 
vegetable soup with fresh 
ingredients from our gar-
dens from 9:15 a.m. until 

3 p.m. at Alamosa Elemen-
tary School. Please email 
director.vegi@lapuente.
net if you would like to 
take part in some way. We 
still need a few volunteers 
to help with preparation 
leading up to the event.

Sunday, Sept. 29
Shelter Open House 

BBQ & Resource Fair
All are welcome for a 

community barbeque at 
the La Puente Shelter at 

11:30 a.m. There will be 
a live band, face painting 
and fun activities. This is 
a chance to for the commu-
nity to come together and 
enjoy an afternoon of mu-
sic, food and fun! Health, 
housing and employment 
resources will also be avail-
able for guests.

For information please 
call (719) 587-3499 or 
visit www.lapuentehome.
org/events

ALAMOSA — The Ad-
ams State University Civic 
Engagement and Career 
Services Office Local Job 
and Internship Fair will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. today  in the Student 
Union Building first floor 
banquet rooms.

The event is free and 
open to all Adams State 
and Trinidad State Junior 
College students and 
alumni, as well as the San 
Luis Valley community. 
Job seekers are encour-
aged to bring copies of 
a current resume.

For more information 
call (719) 587-8105 or 
civicengagement@ad-
ams.edu.

Job fair 
today!


