
STEM Teaching & Careers 
 
The world is evolving and so are careers. Today’s workforce needs are 
not the same as they were 20 years ago. Back then technology was just 
beginning to influence the world and the economy was very different.  
  
20 years ago, Google did not exist. Google was invented in 1998. You 
could not just quickly look up an answer to anything, you had to do 
research in the library and use microfiche. What now takes seconds 
took hours. Not only does Google provide us with products that we 
interact with daily, but Google has also created thousands and 
thousands of jobs. In 2020 alone, Google created 500,00 new jobs and 
each job comes with its own skills and requirements to do the job. 
 
Video calls were not a priority 20 years ago. COVID-19 increased the 
demand for video calls and the company Zoom took advantage of that. 
Due to the pandemic Zoom had an increase of 74.64 % in employment. 
 
App designers did not exist 20 years ago. Apps were invented in 1997 
when the Nokia 6110 included a built-in version of “Snake” the basic 
arcade game. We have come a very long way since then. Today we have 
apps for just about everything, we have apps for controlling the 
technology in the house, communicating, and tracking our health. Each 
of these apps needed a lot of varying skills to be made. These skills and 
the demand for these skills were not needed 20 years ago. 
 
The world’s needs were very different 20 years ago, but why are we still 
teaching the same way? This is just creating a huge skills gap because 
there are STEM jobs but no skilled workers to fill them.  
 
The K-12 education system first appeared in the early 19th century. 
Over the years the system has been revised but never changed. The 
environment has changed, the economy has changed, the needs of the 



workforce have changed, and what we know about the universe and 
everything in it has changed but why have the school system 
foundations not changed?  
 
STEM Education allows students to think for themselves to solve real-
world problems (which employers are looking for) STEM 
Education unites science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics for children to see the connection between the content 
areas to solve everyday problems. According to Studies 
Weekly, STEM Education improves student learning in these 5 ways: 
honing scientific processing skills, increasing critical thinking, mastering 
problem-solving, improving self-efficacy, and inspiring new possibilities. 
To read more from Studies Weekly click here! 
  
When we think about STEM, think beyond the understanding of the 
content areas but the power of learning essential skills.  The world is 
evolving, and STEM is at the center of how we teach and how we learn. 
STEM Education is the future of learning. 
  

https://www.studiesweekly.com/stem-education/
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