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October 11, 2024

Community Living Essex County’s Updated By-law and Articles 

Summary: 
On October 2, 2024 the Board of Directors of Community Living Essex County enacted the new By-law.  It was then ratified by special resolution of the voting members of the agency on October 11, 2024.    The Articles of Amendment were also enacted by the Board on October 2nd and then ratified by the members on October 11th.     
Both documents have been signed and provided to legal counsel to file.  
An update will be in today’s issue of e-Possibilities with a link to this summary document as well as the By-law document. 

Background:
The Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act affects almost all Ontario non-profits that are currently under the Ontario Corporations Act (OCA).  ONCA came into force on October 19, 2021 with a three year transition period for agency’s to amend their governing documents.  

Key reasons ONCA was introduced to update the legal framework governing not-for-profits in Ontario include:
· Modernization:  OCA was outdated and did not reflect current practices in governance and management of not-for-profit agencies
· Clarity and Transparency:  ONCA aims to provide clearer guidelines and more transparency in governance, making it easier for agencies to understand their obligations and rights
· Enhanced governance:  ONCA introduces improved governance structures, including updated roles and responsibilities for directors and members, promoting accountability and ethical conduct
· Flexibility:  ONCA allows greater flexibility in By-Law structures, enabling agencies to tailor governance to their specific needs
· Alignment with Best Practices:  aligns Ontario’s framework with national and international best practices

In Detail:
Following consultation with legal counsel there are proposed changes to the agency’s By-law to ensure Community Living Essex County conforms to the ONCA requirements.  Changes have been made throughout the By-Law and are shown as “tracked changes” for ease of comparison to the current By-law.  Many changes are simply updating language throughout the By-law.  

One consistent change is the reference to By-laws has been changed to By-law as the agency only has one By-law with multiple sections in it.  Some common terms we’re used to hearing will change.  







For example:

	Current Language
	
	Under ONCA

	President
	
	Chair

	1st Vice President
	
	1st Vice Chair

	2nd Vice President
	
	2nd Vice Chair

	Annual General Meeting
	
	Annual Meeting of the Members

	Association and/or Corporation
	
	Agency (this is not an ONCA requirement)

	AGM (Annual General Meeting)
	
	Annual Meeting of Members




Before reviewing the By-law some other changes of note are:

· The membership fee schedule has been removed. 
· A list of definitions has been added. 
· The date the Board of Directors approved the By-law has been added with signatures of the Chair and Secretary.  
· The date the membership approved the By-law has been added with signatures of the Chair and Secretary
· Formal notice of the Annual Meeting of Members is a minimum of ten and maximum of 50 days prior to the date.
· The provision of Special Directors to the Board has been removed
· No changes to membership categories including voting and non voting members
· The Board shall consist of a minimum of ten and maximum of 13 Directors
· A change to the Agency’s Letters Patent regarding the distribution of property should the Agency dissolve. 

· These three items necessitated a change to the Articles.  
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