ORDER OF WORSHIP
 
The congregation gathers on the front steps of the sanctuary for the palm processional.  
 
Palm Procession        Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord from Godspell           Stephen Schwartz
  
Entry into the Sanctuary                            The Palms                                              Jean-Baptiste Faure 
                                         Chancel Choir; Soloist, Jason Buckwalter; Organ, David Brock 
*Greeting 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest!   

*Opening Prayer 
    We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through Jesus Christ. 
    Today he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph 
    and was proclaimed king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
    Let these branches be signs of his victory,  
    and grant that we who carry them may follow him in the way of the cross, 
    that, dying and rising with him, we may enter your kingdom. Amen.  

*Sharing Christ’s Peace 

Children’s Anthem                     		      Hosanna!                                                           Traditional 
                                      The Children’s Choir; Director, Bonnie Tarbert  
 
Prayer for Illumination  
    Eternal God, whose word silences the shouts of the mighty:  
    Quiet within us every voice but your own. 
    Speak to us through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ 
    that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may receive grace 
    to show Christ’s life in lives given to your service. Amen.  

A Reading from the Psalms		     Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
     The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.  

Solo                                    	                 The Holy City                                          Stephen Adams 
Last night I lay asleeping, there came a dream so fair,
I stood in old Jerusalem beside the temple there. 
I heard the children singing and ever as they sang,  
methought the voice of Angels from Heaven in answer rang: 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, lift up you gates and sing Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to your King!" 
And then methought my dream was changed the streets no longer rang,  
Hush'd were the glad Hosannas the little children sang; 
The sun grew dark with mystery; the morn was cold and chill  
as the shadow of a cross arose upon a lonely hill, 
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Hark! How the Angels sing Hosanna in the highest Hosanna to your King!" 
And once again the scene was changed, new earth there seemed to be,  
I saw the Holy City Beside the tideless sea; 
The light of God was on its streets, the gates were open wide,  
and all who would might enter and no one was denied. 
No need of moon or stars by night, or sun to shine by day,  
it was the new Jerusalem that would not pass away.  
"Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Sing for the night is o'er! Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna for evermore! 
Alto Soloist, Patricia Hengen-Shields 

*Gospel Reading 		Matthew 21: 1-11 
    The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon                   “You Can Learn a Lot from a Donkey”           Rev. Dr. Wanda B. Duckett

*Hymn 			    All Glory, Laud, and Honor 		            UMH 280 
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Offertory Anthem                    At the Name of Jesus                                  Ralph Vaughan Williams  
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of glory now;  
this the Father’s pleasure, that we call him Lord, who from the beginning was the mighty Word.  
At his voice creation sprang at once to sight, all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,  
Thrones and dominations, stars upon their way, all the heavenly orders, in their great array.  
Humbled for a season, to receive a name from the lips of sinners unto whom he came;  
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, brought it back victorious when from death he passed.  
Bore it up triumphant with its human light, through all ranks of creatures to the central height;  
to the eternal Godhead, to the Father’s throne, filled it with the glory of his triumph won.  
Name him, Christians, name him, with love strong as death,   
but with awe and wonder, and with bated breath;  
he is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord, ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored.  
In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue all that is not holy, all that is not true;  
crown him as your captain in temptation’s hour, let his will enfold you with its light and power.         
Chancel Choir; Organ, David Brock  

*Doxology  									               UMH 95



*Prayer of Dedication 
    Merciful God, your gift of love, immense and free, finds us out,  
    makes a claim on our lives that we cannot ignore.  
    Teach us to respond in thanksgiving, seeking, as your Son did,  
    the poor and the outcast, giving of all that we have,  
    in the name of Jesus Christ, Lord of heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
*Hymn 	        We Sang Our Glad Hosannas (verses 1 – 4)	                        FWS 2111
 
*Blessing				 

*Choral Blessing                                                                                                 Christopher Schroeder  
May the God of love who shared His love strengthen us in our love for others. 
May the Son who shared His life, grant us grace that we might share our life. 
And may the Holy Spirit dwelling in us empower us to be only and always for others. Amen. 
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Welcome to Grace United Methodist Church. We are delighted you have joined us for worship. Please complete a Connect Card found in your pew. We welcome the Rev. Dr. Wanda Bynum Duckett, District Superintendent of the Baltimore Metropolitan district, as our guest preacher. 
Today’s Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in memory of Hilde and Earl Collins by their daughter and son in law, Maureen and Jack Danz and Milton Volker by his wife Pat. The Palms are given in memory of our parents Mr. and Mrs. Parker Rinker and Mr. and Mrs. Price Barncord by Sue and Thom Rinker.
Worship Participants:
Rev. Amy P. McCullough, Lead Pastor				Rev. Levon Sutton, Associate Pastor
Mr. Chris Schroeder, Minister of Music 				Elly Wiseman, Acolyte 
Chuck and Barb Starkey, Readers 
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