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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The Lexington Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia 

  

May 10, 2020 Fifth Sunday of Easter 10:30 a.m. 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

The Word of God 

Hymn Morning has broken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 Celebrant Alleluia. Christ has risen. 
 People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Hymn Glory to God in the higest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 

Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads 

to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
Acts 7:55-60 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 
Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he 
had said this, he died. 

 

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16             led and accompanied by Jonathan Clawson 

1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 

2 Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 

5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, 
O LORD, O God of truth. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if  
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like 
living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual  
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you 
then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the very head of the corner”, and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes 
them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 
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Hymn Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John 14:1-14 
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been 
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me be-
cause of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatev-
er you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for  
anything, I will do it.” 

The Sermon                Fr. Tuck 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
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    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
Please pray for the wider Church and intercessions requested by our congregants: Pray for the Church of England, The Most 
Rev. and Right Hon. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. Pray for the Retired Clergy of The Diocese of Southwestern 
Virginia and their Chaplain, The Rev. Bob Copenhaver. Pray for the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Haiti as they 
search for their new Bishop, the Diocese of Leeds and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Nick Baines, the Province of the Episcopal 
Church of South Sudan and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Justin Badi Arama.  
Pray for Jeanne Eichelberger, Carolyn West-Willette, Bettie Cadden, Rev. Susan Bentley, Lynda DeMaria, Bob DeMaria, 
Mary Craighill, Lori Sadler, Pam Holsten, Jordan (friend of David Cox), Lynne Johnson, Melissa Hays-Smith, Pat  
Gibson, Polly Lawrence, Greg Lemmer, Kent Wilson, Myra Brush, Susan Williams, Eddie Hawkins, Holt Merchant, 
Lynn Dent, Tom Murphy, Ned Glenn (Brother of Elizabeth Harralson), Daniel Keane (nephew of James Keane) and 
Chris. 
We give thanks for the birth of Cassandra Jacqueline Connolly Rosenblatt, grandchild of Marjorie and David Connolly. 
Pray for those who have died, especially Matthew Hinks, son of Eileen Hinks. 
Pray for those affected by unsafe living conditions, poverty, disease, especially Covid-19, violence and oppression.  
Pray for Martha Burford as she discerns her call to the diaconate and her local reflection group, Uncas McThenia, Jeanne 
Eichelberger, Steve Shultis, Carey Harveycutter, Anne Hansen, Lu Dooley and Preston Evans.  
In thanksgiving for birthdays this week of Anne Hershbell (5/12) Caroline Russell (5/13) Gordon Woodcock (5/13) 
Jenny Mastin (5/15) Ginny Price (5/16) Elaine Price (5/16) John Dickerson (5/17) 

Priest: Let us call upon God to hear our prayers and to grant us those things that are in accord with the 
divine will, responding, “Hear us, O risen Christ.” 

Lector: For Christians who are imprisoned and persecuted for their faith that, like Stephen, they may  
follow the light that casts out all fear; let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

That we may do the works that Jesus revealed in his ministry, the healing of the sick, the raising up of the 
lowly, the giving of sight to the blind, and the blessing of the poor and the grieving; let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 
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For those who are spiritually lost, or who question their faith, or whose souls are wrapped in the shadows 
of doubt, that they may share their misgivings with Jesus, who gently unfolds the truth and reveals a way; 
let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

That the Church, the community of the baptized, may vigorously proclaim the alleluias of Easter,  
revealing the light of Christ, whose victory over death breaks the chains of darkness and despair; let us 
pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

In thanksgiving for the beauty that is set before our eyes, and for the mysteries yet unseen, that we may 
honor the expansiveness of creation and be guardians of its splendor; let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

In thanksgiving for missionaries throughout the world, who reveal God’s Word in challenging times and 
places; let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

We commend to your loving care all those affected physically, emotionally or financially by the  
COVID-19 virus. In gratitude for the selfless acts of healthcare and essential workers who serve our  
communities, we offer prayers for their welfare and safety. Comfort those who mourn, those living in fear 
from scarcity, and those who have lost hope. Surround them with your love and peace; let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

That the Lord may comfort those in the waning days of life, and bring to life eternal those who have died 
in the hope of the resurrection; let us pray to the Lord. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

As a chosen people who share the royal priesthood of Christ, let us add to these petitions. You may add 
your intentions silently or aloud, (silence) let us pray. 

 Hear us, O risen Christ. 

Priest: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only  
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Holy Communion 

Anthem: I heard the voice of Jesus say, come unto me and rest 

I heard the voice of Jesus say 
"Come unto me and rest; and in your weariness lay down your head upon my breast." 

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say,  
"Behold, I freely give the living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink, and live." 

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving store; my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,  
and now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's light; look unto me, your morn shall rise,  
and all your day be bright." 

I looked to jesus, and I found in him my Star, my Sun; 
and in that light of life I'll walk till pilgrim days are done. 

words: Horatius Bonar (1080-1889); music The Third Tune, Thomas Tallis (1503?-1585) 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has  
won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Sanctus:  
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect  
sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy  
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the people of God. 

Though we cannot share in the Bread and Wine we believe that Christ is ever present with us through 
the indwelling Holy Spirit given to us in Baptism. We who are many are One Body because we share in 
the One Spirit. Together then let us join in thanking God for the grace of our unending communion. 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn Be thou my vision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing & Dismissal 

Music largely recorded remotely and assembled. Musicians include: Joanna Armstrong, Alex Brown, Martha  
Burford, Jonathan Clawson, Mary Doyle, Anne Hershbell, Tim Price, Anne Sauder, Robin and Doug Lebsack, 
David Gates. 

Hymns are either public domain or are permitted for distribution and streaming by OneLicense # A-729194  


