
 

   

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2020 
10:30 a.m. 

 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
123 W. Washington Street 

Lexington, VA 24450 
 

Celebrant 
The Rev. Tucker Bowerfind, Rector 

Deacon 
The Rev. Donna Steckline, Priest Associate 

“Come to me, all you that are weary  
and are carrying heavy burdens,  

and I will give you rest.” 
Matthew 11:28 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder, Parable of the Sower, 1557 

During the liturgies we will sing one verse of each hymn. The choir and Martha are recording full  
versions, and they may be found on our church YouTube channel. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pieter_Bruegel_the_Elder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parable_of_the_Sower_(Bruegel)
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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The Lexington Parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia 

  

July 12, 2020 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  10:30 a.m. 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

The Word of God 

Prelude: Voluntary No. 1           Arlen Clarke 

Hymn 427 When Morning gilds the skies (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation 

 Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
 People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Glory to God in the highest, 
     and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
     we worship you, we give you thanks,  
     we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
     have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
     receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
     Jesus Christ, 
     with the Holy Spirit, 
     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

 
The Collect of the Day (Proper 10) 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know 
and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Genesis 25:19-34 

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty 
years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban 
the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his 
prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is 
to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, “Two  
nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than 
the other, the elder shall serve the younger.” 

When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his 
body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand  
gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living 
in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said to 
Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob 
said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?”  
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Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave 
Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his 
birthright. 
 

Psalm 119:105-112 (read by Marjorie & David Connolly accompanied by Jonathan Clawson) 

105 Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 

106 I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 

107 I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 

109 My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 

110 The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111 Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 

 
Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ  
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he  
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it  
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead  
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
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Hymn 536 Open your years, O faithful people (v. 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not  
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on 
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately  
receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or  
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke 
the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 

The Sermon                  Fr. Tuck 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People   
Please pray for the wider Church and intercessions requested by our Congregants: Pray for the Church of England, The Most 
Rev. and Right Hon. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Pray for the people of Trinity, Arrington. Pray for the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Haiti as they search for their 
new Bishop, the Diocese of Leeds and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Nick Baines, the Province of the Episcopal Church of 
South Sudan and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Justin Badi Arama. 
Pray for Jeanne Eichelberger, Carolyn West-Willette, Bettie Cadden, Rev. Susan Bentley, Lynda DeMaria, Bob DeMaria, 
Mary Craighill, Lori Sadler, Pam Holsten, Jordan (friend of David Cox), Lynne Johnson, Melissa Hays-Smith, Pat  
Gibson, Polly Lawrence, Kent Wilson, Myra Brush, Susan Williams, Eddie Hawkins, Holt Merchant, Ned Glenn 
(Brother of Elizabeth Harralson), Daniel Keane (nephew of James Keane), Dennis Cross, Olivia Patton, Becky Fitzgerald,  
Laura Ellis Di Pasquale (daughter of Don Ellis), Eric Blackwell (cousin of Alex Brown), Marlys Craun, Anne & John, 
Thomas Clay, Liz Moss. 
Pray for those serving in the military, especially Michael Bryant.  
Pray for those who have died. 
Pray for those affected by unsafe living conditions, poverty, disease, especially Covid-19, violence and oppression. 
In thanksgiving for birthdays for this week and next of Jay Crawford (7/6) David Wade (7/6) Benjamin Holston (7/7) 
Sue Shultis (7/8) Mary Wilson (7/11) Otis Mead (7/12) Mary Stuart Gilliam (7/13) Caroline Webster (7/13) Beth-
any Hull (7/14) Carla Henson (7/18) Jeff Mason (7/19)Lisa Tracy (7/20) Catharine Gaylard (7/21) Trey Lewis 
(7/26) 
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Priest: Mercifully receive our prayers, O God, that we may know your ways and follow where you lead, 
responding, “Hear us, good Lord.” 

Lector: For those who are seeking a spiritual home, that they may be inspired to visit our churches and to 
receive a deep sense of God’s presence through our worship together and the hospitality we share; let us 
pray. 

 Hear us, good Lord. 

That we may be set free from the need to claim our worthiness through possessions and position, so that 
we may discover our true identity in the life and hope of the Holy Spirit; let us pray. 

 Hear us, good Lord. 

That the light of Christ will reveal the path to those for whom the shadows are long, the poor and  
desperate, the lonely and unemployed, the hungry and fearful, the refugee and homeless, the prisoner and 
those who live as if in prison, that we may not forget them; let us pray. 

 Hear us, good Lord. 

For our Commander-in-Chief and all who serve in the armed forces, that we may be thankful for their 
many sacrifices, and honor the service they render to our country and to the security of the world; let us 
pray. 

 Hear us, good Lord. 

For those who have died, that they may reside in that place where there is no sorrow or pain, but life  
everlasting; let us pray. 

 Hear us, good Lord. 

Priest: Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold thy son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept.  

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil 
that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen 
us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Priest: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory 

Anthem: Morning Has Broken          arr. Dicie, courtesy of St. James Music Press #4953  

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, for you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and 
called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
     Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
      Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect  
sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the  
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.  
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy  
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
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        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Gifts of God for the people of God. 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion. Those not receiving communion are welcome to come forward for a 
blessing; simply signify by crossing your arms over your chest. 

Communion music Hymns on the organ 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and  
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn 488 Be thou my vision (v. 1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing & Dismissal 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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The flowers behind the altar are given by Joanne and Paul Robblee to the Glory of God  
and to express their deep gratitude for the many blessings they have  

received over the fifty years of their marriage.  

Readers 
Anne Hansen, Marjorie & David Connolly, Peter Fyfe, Sharon Massie 

Ushers 
Steve Riethmiller, Peggy Riethmiller, Bob Glidden 

Altar Guild 
Laura Stearns, MJ Mayerchak, Peggy Riethmiller, Mary Webster,  

Pam Traugott Adams, Erika Brooke, Elise Brooke, Emma Brooke,  
Jane Brooke, Chair, Carol Woodcock, Procurement Attaché 

Flower Guild 
Elizabeth Boetsch, Claudia Ellis, Gail Dick, Rene Glidden, Carol Gosse, Catherine Harcus,  

Elizabeth Harralson, Peggy Riethmiller, Joy Harris, Kathy Kozak 

 

Music largely recorded remotely and assembled. Musicians this week include: Alex Brown, Martha Burford,  
Jonathan Clawson, Mary Doyle, Tim Price, Anne Sauder, Levi Lebsack, Jennifer Byrnes, Elisabeth Gruner,  
Demmanuel Gonzalez, Tevin Ware, Mary Davis. 

Hymns are either public domain or are permitted for distribution and streaming by OneLicense # A-729194  

 

Clergy, Staff and Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church 

The Rev. Tuck Bowerfind, Rector (frtuck@graceepiscopallexington.org) 
The Rev. Donna Steckline, Priest Associate (dlsteckline@gmail.com) 

Wendy Moses Bearden,  Financial Secretary (bookkeeper@graceepiscopallexington.org) 
Connie Bryant, Sexton 

Martha Jones Burford, Minister of Music (martha@graceepiscopallexington.org) 
James Keane, Chaplain (chaplain@graceepiscopallexington.org) 

Sharon Massie, Program Director (sharon@graceepiscopallexington.org) 
Lisa McGuire, Parish Administrator (lisa@graceepiscopallexington.org) 

 

David Connolly (term ends 2022), Gail Dickerson, Sr. Warden (gdickerson447@gmail.com, term ends 
2020), Punky Dod (term ends 2021), Don Ellis (term ends 2020), Tom Gosse (term ends 2020),  

Diana Kenney (term ends 2022), William McCorkle (term ends 2022), John Milford (term ends 2022), 
Elizabeth Moss, Jr. Warden (emoss267@gmail.com, term Ends 2021), Judy Schram (term ends 2021), 

Steve Shultis (term ends 2020), Cecile West-Settle. (term ends 2021), Buster Lewis, Treasurer  
(term ends 2020), Lisa McGuire, Clerk (term ends 2020). 

Grace Episcopal Church,123 W. Washington St., Lexington, VA 24450 
540-463-4981 ● office@graceepiscopallexington.org ● www.graceepiscopallexington.org  


