Absalom Jones - February 13

Last Sunday after the Epiphany
Morning Prayer
February 14, 2021
8:00 a.m.

Officiant
Gail Dickerson

Grace Episcopal Church
123 W. Washington Street Lexington, VA




The Officiant begins the service

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Confession of Sin

Officiant: Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept. Officiant and People together

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we have
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, we have
left undone those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not
to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou
those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the

glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
Officiant

The Almighty and merciful Lord grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true repentance,
amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.




The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
People And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant

The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: O come, let us adore him.




Officiant and People
Venite Psalm 95:1-7

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. Let us come before
his presence with thanksgiving * and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods. In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * and the strength of the hills is
his also. The sea is his, and he made it, * and his hands prepared the dry land. O come, let us worship and fall
down, * and kneel before the Lord our Maker. For he is the Lord our God, * and we are the people of his
pasture and the sheep of his hand. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * let the whole earth stand
in awe of him. For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * and with righteousness to judge the world

and the peoples with his truth.
Officiant

The earth is the Lord’s for he made it: O come, let us adore him.




Psalm 50:1-6 (Hank Humphreys)
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; *

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *

God reveals himself in glory.

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,

and round about him a raging storm.

4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *

to witness the judgment of his people.

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, *

those who have made a covenant with me

and sealed it with sacrifice.”

6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *

for God himself is judge.




Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Lessons

2 Kings 2:1-12 (Holt Merchant)

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way
from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today

the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who
were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your

master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”




Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives,
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of
prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the
other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.”
Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing;
yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God




Officiant and People

Canticle 4 The Song of Zechariah

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * for he hath visited and redeemed his people; And hath raised up a
mighty salvation for us * in the house of his servant David, As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, *
which have been since the world began: That we should be saved from our enemies, * and from the hand of
all that hate us; To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, * and to remember his holy covenant; To
perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, * that he would give us, That we being
delivered out of the hand of our enemies * might serve him without fear, In holiness and righteousness
before him, * all the days of our life. And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, * for thou
shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people * for
the remission of their sins, Through the tender mercy of our God, * whereby the dayspring from on high
hath visited us; To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, * and to guide our feet

into the way of peace.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be

for ever. Amen.




2 Corinthians 4:3-6 (Joanne Robblee)

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Reader The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God




Officiant and People

Canticle 7 We Praise Thee

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. All the earth doth worship thee, the Father
everlasting. To thee all Angels cry aloud, the Heavens and all the Powers therein. To thee Cherubim and
Seraphim continually do cry: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of the
majesty of thy glory. The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. The goodly fellowship of the
prophets praise thee. The noble army of martyrs praise thee. The holy Church throughout all the world
doth acknowledge thee, the Father, of an infinite majesty, thine adorable, true, and only Son, also the Holy
Ghost the Comforter. Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin. When thou
hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Thou sittest
at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be

for ever. Amen.






https://docs.google.com/file/d/12bpPz8mLWhXdLmnQ3YUEtFOjuhby9k3h/preview

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Officiant ~ Let us pray.

Officiant and People

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.




(Led by Sharon White )

O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage;
Govern them and lift them up for ever.

Day by day we magnify thee;

And we worship thy Name ever, world without end.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;

As our trust is in thee.

O Lord, in thee have I trusted;

Let me never be confounded.
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The Collect of the Day

Officiant: O God, who before the passion of thy only-begotten Son didst reveal his glory upon the holy
mount: Grant unto us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear
our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.




Prayers of the People (Sharon White)
Officiant: Please pray for the wider Church and intercessions requested by our Congregants:

Pray for The Anglican Communion, The Most Rev. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, Standing
Committee of the Diocese of Haiti as they search for their new Bishop, the Diocese of Leeds and their Bishop, The
Rt. Rev. Nick Baines, the Province of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev.
Justin Badi Arama, the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia, and our Bishop Mark Bourlakas.

Pray for Bettie Cadden, Lynda DeMaria, Bob DeMaria, Lynne Jobnson, Melissa Hays-Smith, Susan
Williams, Ned Glenn (Brother of Elizabeth Harralson), Olivia Patton, Liz Moss, Jeanne Eichelberger, Rachel
Pattison, Ely Turner (friend of Rob Minor), Peter Fyfe, Jack Hershbell, Pat Gibson, Eloise Adams, Alleane
Tacebel, Dot Fogo, Vivian € Isabella (Carl Pattison’s granddaughter and great granddaughter), Lucy Moise,
Dean Stenzel, Kate Roy Christian, Colton (great grandson of Polly Lawrence), Jim Adams, SaraBeth Gay
(danghter of Punky Dod), Punky Dod, Debbie Murphy, Brian 1aylor, The Ryder, Bailey and Nichols families,

Karen Clark (cousin of Sharon White), Matt Shiver (cousin of Judy Hotchkiss), Juanita Ruth One,and all
those we name in our hearts.

Pray for those serving in the military.

Pray for those who have died.

Pray for those affected by unsafe living conditions, poverty, disease, especially Covid-19, violence and oppression.




In thanksgiving for February birthdays Clarinda Carrington (2/2), Nat Massie (2/5), Steve Riethmiller
(2/21), Douglas Roper (2/21), Nancy Dinkel (2/22), Beverly Tucker (2/23), Grabam Hess (2/23), Holt
Merchant (2/24), Jeanne Passmore (2/25), Joseph Henson (2/27), Catie Carrington (2/28), Erin Carrington
(2/28).
Reader Let us hear your voice as we kneel in awe before you. May we not be the same, after recognizing your
glory.

Merciful and gracious Lovd, hear our prayer.

Speak to us of peace. Call us to work for justice and to care for the welfare of all your children: in our homes,
in our workplaces, in our neighborhoods, in your Church, in the world. Shine your light in the dark places
of our lives and in this world.

Merciful and gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

Call us to be a compassionate and prayerful presence for those whose hearts ache from grief, whose souls are

weary or wounded. Overshadow us with your awesome presence. Walk down from the mountaintop with

us, and walk before us into the places you would have us serve as witnesses to your healing and love.
Merciful and gracious Lovd, hear our prayer.

Officiant

Set us free, O heavenly Father, from every bond of prejudice and fear; that, honoring the steadfast courage of
thy servant Absalom Jones, we may show forth in our lives the reconciling love and true freedom of the
children of God, which thou hast given us in thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty
thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our creation,
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee,
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth
thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking
before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him

from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
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