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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Morning Prayer 

September 27, 2020 
10:30 a.m. 

Grace Episcopal Church 
123 W. Washington Street 

Lexington, VA 24450 
 
 

Officiant 
The Rev. Tucker Bowerfind, Rector 
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Morning Prayer Rite Two 
Service from Enriching Our Worship  

September 27, 2020 

Stewardship Moment               Sharon Massie and James Keane 

Hymn 414 God, my King, thy might condensing, (verses 1,3,6) 
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The Officiant begins the service 

God is Spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24 

Confession 

Celebrant  
Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Celebrant and People 
God of  all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 
created. We repent of  the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Absolution 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of  

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant  O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.  
People   And your glory all the day long. 

Officiant and People 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will 
be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Officiant 
 God is the Rock of  our salvation: O come let us worship. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7  
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
let us shout for joy to the Rock of  our salvation.  
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *  
and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  
For you are a great God; *  
you are great above all gods.  
In your hand are the caverns of  the earth, *  
and the heights of  the hills are yours also.  
The sea is yours, for you made it, *  
and your hands have molded the dry land.  
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For you are our God, and we are the people of  your pasture and the sheep of  your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

Officiant  
 God is the Rock of  our salvation: O come let us worship. 
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Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (led by Rissie & Colin Murphy, accompanied by Demmanuel Gonzalez 
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

incline your ears to the words of  my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of  ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of  the LORD, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

12 He worked marvels in the sight of  their forefathers, * 
in the land of  Egypt, in the field of  Zoan. 

13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 
he made the waters stand up like walls. 

14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 
and all the night through with a glow of  fire. 

15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 
and gave them drink as from the great deep. 

16 He brought streams out of  the cliff, * 
and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

Officiant and People 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and will be for ever. Amen.  

Exodus 17:1-7 (Elizabeth Harralson) 
From the wilderness of  Sin the whole congregation of  the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted 
there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out 
of  Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The Lord said 
to Moses, “Go on ahead of  the people, and take some of  the elders of  Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff  with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of  
you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of  it, so that the  
people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of  the elders of  Israel. He called the place  
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord 
among us or not?” 

Reader  The Word of  the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Officiant and People 

Canticle 16 The Song of  Zechariah 
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of  Israel, *  
you have come to your people and set them free.  
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, *  
born of  the house of  your servant David.  
Through your holy prophets you promised of  old to save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of  all who hate us,  
To show mercy to our forebears, *  
and to remember your holy covenant.  
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham, *  
to set us free from the hands of  our enemies,  
Free to worship you without fear, *  
holy and righteous before you, all the days of  our life.  
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of  the Most High, *  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,  
To give God’s people knowledge of  salvation *  
by the forgiveness of  their sins.  
In the tender compassion of  our God *  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of  death, *  
and to guide our feet into the way of  peace. 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen.  

Philippians 2:1-13 (Robert Glidden) 

If  then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing 
in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of  the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of  one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
Let each of  you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of  others. Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of  
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 
himself, taking the form of  a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself  and became  
obedient to the point of  death--even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of  
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of  God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and  
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 
for his good pleasure. 

Reader  The Word of  the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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Officiant and People 

Canticle 21 We Praise you, O God 
We praise you, O God,  
we acclaim you as Lord;  
all creation worships you,  
the Father everlasting.  
To you all angels, all the powers of  heaven,  
the cherubim and seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  
The glorious company of  apostles praise you.  
The noble fellowship of  prophets praise you.  
The white-robed army of  martyrs praise you.  
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you:  
Father, of  majesty unbounded,  
your true and only Son, worthy of  all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
You, Christ, are the king of  glory,  
the eternal Son of  the Father.  
When you took our flesh to set us free  
you humbly chose the Virgin’s womb.  
You overcame the sting of  death  
and opened the kingdom of  heaven to all believers.  
You are seated at God’s right hand in glory.  
We believe that you will come to be our judge.  
Come then, Lord, and help your people,  
bought with the price of  your own blood,  
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

Hymn: Learning to Search for God’s Word in Scripture 
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Matthew 21:23-32 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief  priests and the elders of  the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if  
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 
the baptism of  John come from heaven, or was it of  human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If  we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not  
believe him?’ But if  we say, ‘Of  human origin,’ we are afraid of  the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and 
went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but 
he did not go. Which of  the two did the will of  his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of  God ahead of  you. For John came to you in the way of  righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Officiant The Gospel of  the Lord.. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon                    Fr. Tuck 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of  heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of  the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of  the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of  saints,  
the forgiveness of  sins,  
the resurrection of  the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 
Officiant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Officiant and People 

Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your Name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of  trial, 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
(Anne Hansen and Fr. Tuck) 
V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of  peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
R. Never forget the lives of  your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
R. And your favor to those who are true of  heart. 
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of  our life. 

 
Officiant 

The Collect of  the Day (Proper 21) 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of  your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers 
of  your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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A Prayer on Sunday 
O God our King, by the resurrection of  your Son Jesus Christ on the first day of  the week, 
you conquered sin, put death to flight, and gave us the hope of  everlasting life: Redeem all 
our days by this victory; forgive our sins, banish our fears, make us bold to praise you and 
to do your will; and steel us to wait for the consummation of  your kingdom on the last 
great Day; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
St Michael and All Angels 9/29 
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of  
angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you 
in heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth; through  
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of  love on the hard wood of  the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of  your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit 
that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the 
knowledge and love of  you; for the honor of  your Name. Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings are welcome silently or aloud. 
Please pray for the wider Church and intercessions requested by our Congregants: Pray for The Anglican 
Communion, The Most Rev. Justin Welby, Archbishop of  Canterbury, Standing Committee of  the Diocese 
of  Haiti as they search for their new Bishop, the Diocese of  Leeds and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Nick 
Baines, the Province of  the Episcopal Church of  South Sudan and their Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Justin Badi 
Arama, the Diocese of  Southwestern Virginia, and our Bishop Mark. Pray today for the Deacons of  the 
diocese and our Archdeacon, The Ven. Bill Bumgarner. 
Pray for Bettie Cadden, Lynda DeMaria, Bob DeMaria, Pam Holsten, Jordan (friend of  David Cox), 
Lynne Johnson, Melissa Hays-Smith, Pat Gibson, Polly Lawrence, Kent Wilson, Myra Brush, Susan 
Williams, Ned Glenn (Brother of  Elizabeth Harralson), Daniel Keane (nephew of  James Keane), Olivia 
Patton, Becky Fitzgerald, Eric Blackwell (cousin of  Alexandra Brown), Anne & John, Thomas Clay, 
Buddy Derrick, Liz Moss, Jeanne Eichelberger, Rachel Pattison, Ely Turner (friend of  Rob Minor),  
Holly Cooke, Pam Adams, Melissa Cox, Peter Fyfe, Jack Hershbell, Carol White (mother of  Jim 
White), Louise Moore.   
Pray for those serving in the military, especially Michael Bryant. 
Pray for those who have died, especially Julia Settle, daughter in law of  Frank and Cecile Settle. 
Pray for those affected by unsafe living conditions, poverty, disease, especially Covid-19, violence and  
oppression. 
In thanksgiving for the life of  Alexander Pendleton (9/28/1840-9/22/1862). 
In thanksgiving for the birthdays for this week and next of  Myra Brush (9/28), Winifred Hart (9/28), 
Tim Harrison (9?28), Mo Littlefield (9/30),Lynda Bassett-deMaria (9/30), Donnie McBrayer (10/2), 
Mary Katherine Lawrence (10/4), Anne Hansen (10/4), Marguerite Old (10/5), Rob Minor (10/8), 
Jerry Nay (10/9), Sue Denson (10/9), Paul Russell (10/11), Libby Cumming (10/11), Heather 
McBrayer (10/11). 
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Hymn When I survey the Wondrous Cross (v. 1&4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21 

 

 

Music largely recorded remotely and assembled. Musicians this week include: Alexandra 
Brown, Martha Burford, Jennifer Byrnes, Jonathan Clawson, Mary Davis, Carol Dent, Mary 
Doyle, Demmanuel Gonzalez, Libby Gruner, Anne Hershbell, Levi Lebsack, Buster Lewis, 

Tim Price, Anne Sauder, Tevin Ware. 

Hymns are either public domain or are permitted for distribution and streaming by  
OneLicense # A-729194  

Enriching Our Worship 1 
Supplemental Liturgical Materials prepared by The Standing Liturgical Commission 1997 

Words: Isaac Watts 
Music: E. Miller         PDHymns.com 


