
Dear Care Providers, 

We would like to share with you our overwhelming pride in our graduating class of 2018! This year, we

have over 110 young adults graduating from high school and adult education. This is a significantly higher

number of graduates compared to 2017. 

During high school, youth mature academically, physically and emotionally. They are challenged in many

ways and begin thinking more about their future. They take on more responsibility and show increased

independence while continuing to reach out to adults for support and guidance. 

Our foster youth experience additional challenges. Although they are graduating within 4 years or less

from the time they enter 9th grade, many have attended numerous schools during this time. Some youth

have attended 8 schools in four years. Most have experienced being removed from their parents, and

others experience further separation from their family if parental rights were terminated.  

Every time a foster youth is moved, they face additional challenges of acclimating to their new

environment while keeping up with their academic studies. Some experience re-traumatization or grief

from loss. It is hard to imagine all of the difficulties they face, while studying for exams and completing

assignments. 

As care providers, you are there every step of the way with them. You see the hardships they go through,

their struggles and achievements. We sincerely thank you for all you are doing to support our foster youth

and to contribute to their educational success and their futures. We thank you for your collaboration with

the youth’s team, the educational system, and your steadfast commitment to ensure our youth reach their

potential. Although our youth have experienced loss and hardship, as they enter adulthood they will be

able to build upon their education and the memory of all who gave them support along the way.  

Thank you for all you have done to contribute to the success of the class of 2018! 

Sincerely, 

Department of Family Services 


