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Important Educational Updates from DFS 
March 2024
You and your child are almost halfway through the 2nd Semester.  Woo hoo!  
Congratulations on making it this far!  
The 3rd Quarter ends this month.  This is the time to check on your child’s grades and make a plan to ensure your child’s success.  
Also see below for some great opportunities for youths!  
Important Dates to Know 
· Friday March 8 - End of Third Quarter 
· Monday March 11 – Friday March 15 – Spring Break – No School 
· Monday March 18 - Classes Resume
· Friday March 29 – No School For Students 
Quarter Ends March 8 - Check Your Child’s Grades/Progress Reports 
· The 3rd Quarter ends March 8th.  This is the halfway mark of the 2nd Semester.  
· Quarters are a great time to check your child’s progress in classes and reach out to your child/your child’s teacher if your child is getting an F or low D in the class.  We recommend you ask your child’s teacher what the most important assignments are to complete and what upcoming assignments your child should focus on to raise your child’s grade in the class. 
·  If a teacher will not work with you or your child on makeup work, please contact your child’s Foster Care Advocate/Social Worker to assist you as CCSD as a district is encouraging schools to work with children/families and accept late work.  
· Please ensure you have access to your child’s grades in real time on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal and/or Canvas Learning System.  
· Families can create an observer account in the Parent Canvas Portal. Parents/Caregivers can personalize the notifications to best stay informed about their children’s educational progress.  To sign up for an observer Canvas account please visit https://ccsd.net/employees/canvas/canvas-students.  
· To sign up to get Infinite Campus Parent Portal and set up your account, contact your child’s school and ask for the Infinite Campus Designee to assist you.   



Reminder:  Please Provide Your Placement Notification Letter (Letter) to Your Child’s School When You Receive It and When Your Child is Placed in Your Home  

· Knowing in real time where a child is living determines transportation options to/from school and expedites any transportation requests for your child 
· DFS and CCSD are jointly responsible for providing transportation to your child’s school for your child if the school your child is staying in is not zoned for your home or if your child is staying at their current school which is not in your area.  DFS makes the determination for your child as to whether staying at your child’s current school or having them move schools is in the best interest of your child knowing their history and need for support.  It is presumed under the law that your child will stay at their current school when being placed in your home.  Moving schools has been identified in data on children in foster care to put them behind 4-6 months in their education and also to have detrimental effects on them when they are removed from familiar environments and supportive teachers and friends during this time of upheaval in their lives 
· Any lack of current information or updated records can delay transportation, emergency contacts, and other important school related services and notifications 
· When a child is placed in your home, find out what school the child will be attending from your DFS Representative.  Please provide your Placement Notification Letter (Letter) and any other contact information to get a hold of you to the School Clerk/Registrar so they can put your information into Infinite Campus.  Call your child’s school to get the email address of who to send your Letter to.  

Financial Aid/Scholarships for Foster Youth Available for Higher Education Opportunities 

· Financial Aid, Scholarships, Waivers of Tuition and Fees, and other supports are available to current and former Foster Youths who wish to attend colleges/universities through the Nevada System of Higher Education’s Fostering Succes Initiative.  
· The primary mission of the systemwide Fostering Success Initiative—including its critical fee waiver component—is to more effectively recruit, support, and retain students who have experienced foster care who wish and are involved in higher educational institutions in Nevada. Click on the links above for more information about the Initiative and Fee Waiver.  
· To learn more about Financial Aid and Scholarships, click here.   Please also contact your DFS Caseworker and/or Independent Living Worker for more information as they are aware of opportunities available for your child.   
 
Tips for You and Your Child if Your Child was RPCed/Removed from School, Suspended, or Recommended for Expulsion to Help You and Your Child at Home 
· Please let your child’s EDM, Caseworker, and CAP Attorney know if your child is getting into trouble or has been cited by administrators for discipline.  They are often trained in knowing your and your child’s rights and can support you and your child through the disciplinary process. 
· If you are notified that there is a required parent conference needed as a step for your child to get back into school, please contact your child’s EDM, Caseworker, and CAP Attorney and let them know of this request and let the school know to contact them.  Also contact the above team if the school is not letting your child back into school after the date noted on the paperwork or you feel your child is out of school for a long period of time without educational services.      
· Make sure the school provided paperwork to your child’s EDM and provide any paperwork you receive to your child’s EDM, caseworker, and CAP Attorney as soon as you can. Your child’s EDM has a right to appeal a suspension for more than 3 days and to appeal an expulsion recommendation. The appeal has to be filed within 5 days of receiving paperwork so it is urgent you get that paperwork to them in real time or ensure they have it.
· If your child is suspended for 5 days or more, your child has a special appeal right because of being in foster care.  In determining the discipline, the principal must consult with the Foster Care Advocate or School Counselor to determine if your child poses an ongoing threat on campus and if being in foster care was a factor in the behavior relating to the incident.  If your child does not pose a threat and if being in foster care was a factor in behavior relating to the incident, your child must go back to school after 5 days.  You may be contacted about this determination.  Please ensure the school contacts your child’s EDM, caseworker, and CAP Attorney to attend this meeting and also let them know if you want to attend this meeting. Sensitive or private information about the child may not be shared without consulting the EDM, CAP Attorney, and/or caseworker.  
· If it is too difficult for you to have your child at home or you think having your child not attend the school will affect their mental health, the EDM can ask the school to consider an alternative consequence to suspension/expulsion or ask the school to have your child serve the suspension/expulsion at an alternative program on school campus on your behalf if it is difficult for you to have your child at home. Let your EDM know you want them to request this for you.  Schools are supposed to provide progressive discipline and use gradual consequences to address negative behavior.  Schools are also highly recommended to have in-person options for serving any out-of-school discipline.  Alternative options or on-campus consequences can be considered in that progressive discipline.  Your child should also be provided education that is meaningful to them starting the 3rd day of suspension. Contact the school and the child’s EDM, Caseworker, and CAP Attorney if your child is not receiving educational services or if the educational services being provided do not work for you or your child.  

We at DFS thank you for all you are doing to help your child succeed!
Please contact your DFS Representative for any assistance you need. 
We appreciate you very much! 
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