[bookmark: _GoBack]HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD GET TO SCHOOL AND SUCCEED THERE 

2020 starts not only a new year but a new semester.  This is a great time to remind children in your care that they can start over and have a great/better end of school year.  Classes begin anew in January and kids can make any changes and improvements they want with a clean slate!   

Here are important reminders to help children in your care succeed educationally.  

Collaborate with DFS to Help Your Child Stay in School and Get to and from School as Needed  
DFS is required to decide whether it is in the child’s best interest to remain at the school of origin ( SOO or the school the child is currently attending) or enroll in a new school when a child enters DFS care or moves placement while in DFS care.  The legal presumption is the leave a child at the SOO.  Research has shown that moving schools has a negative impact on academic achievement and is associated with dropping out and poor academic outcomes. Additionally, moving schools may take children away from supportive teachers and friends making it more difficult to form positive relationships. If DFS decides it is in the best interest of a child to enroll in a new school, it must provide written notice of its decision to every interested party as soon as practicable and enroll the child in the new school immediately.  If it is decided that the child should remain in the school of origin, DFS and the school district are responsible for working together to set up transportation.  DFS and the school district should work with the caregiver on the transportation plan.  Transportation should be reasonable for the child to get to/from school.  While the transportation plan is being set up, DFS is responsible for setting up interim transportation using a variety of options which may include working with you.  When you receive a child in your home, ask your child’s DFS Specialist what school the child will be attending and what the transportation plan is for the child. Work with DFS and the school district to help ensure transportation.  Also please contact your child’s caseworker (a) if transportation is not being provided or is not working for you or your child and/or (b) you or your child believe it is no longer in the best interest for the child to attend the school of origin. 


Monitor your Child’s Grades and Academic Plans via the School and Infinite Campus  
You can keep up with your child’s grades and progress in classes via Infinite Campus’s Parent Portal.  Contact your child’s school to get access to it.  You can also find information on CCSD’s website at https://www.ccsd.net/parents/infinite-campus-choice.php.  Academic Plans (Plans) for all children are in place.  These Plans to help ensure elementary and middle school aged children promote to the next grade and high school aged children are on track to graduate. There are specific plans for children in foster care in elementary school required by law.  If you would like view your child’s academic plan, you can contact your child’s or child’s school counselor or Foster Care Advocate.  If your child is struggling, see below sections for in-school and out-of-school support. 

Contact Counselors/Foster Care Advocates (FCAs)/Safe School Professionals (SSPs) on School Campuses for In-School Support  
We strongly encourage caregivers to reach out to their children’s Counselors, FCAs, and SSPs so that they can begin working with our children in school and providing needed support.  Counselors often help to make sure a child is on track to graduate or be promoted to the next grade and help with all things classes such as enrolling and switching classes and student failing classes.  FCAs have been designated by their principals to be the school-based persons trained in understanding the rights of children in the foster care system.  SSPs are School Social Workers/ Mental Health Professionals whose responsibilities are to identify and coordinate school and community resources to enable students to learn as effectively as possible in the educational setting.  We have been working with the Associate Superintendent and Coordinator over the SSPs and they have agreed to provide direct support to our children in their schools.  SSPs are available to work with our children directly, attend school meetings, and even advocate for our children with school administrators.    Please call all the above if your child is struggling in school.   

Contact the Child’s Caseworker, CAP Attorney and the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada (LACSN)’s Educational Advocacy Program for Educational Issues 
If your child is struggling in school such as failing classes, having special education issues, exhibiting difficult behavior, and/or involved in discipline/bullying procedures, please email the child’s CAP attorney as well as the Educational Advocacy Program at specialed@lacsn.org to get help.  Please also contact your caseworker with any issues.  

