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Important Educational Updates from DFS 
February 2022
We hope the 2nd Semester of the 2021-2022 School Year is going smoothly so far!  
Important Dates to Know 
· Monday, February 7th - School for Students (made up from days taken for 5 Day Pause in January) 
· Monday, February 17th – Presidents Day (No School) 

CCSD's COVID-19 Policies and Guidance
· Parents/Guardians are being asked to check their children’s health before they leave for school. For a checklist of common symptoms, Click here. 
· If a child is experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms, has been exposed to COVID-19, OR has tested positive for COVID-19, CCSD/Schools are asking parents/guardians to keep their children at home and contact the CCSD COVID-19 Parent/Guardian Hotline (Hotline) at (702) 799-4322 Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. until they get a hold of someone  
· The Hotline will advise parents/guardians on the need to Quarantine/not return to school on a case-by-case basis
· If parents/guardians have spoken with the Hotline, schools will be informed of the child's attendance status/inability to attend school.  Parents should then contact the child's school to find out how to access education while the child is out of school.  
· If parent/guardians are unable to get through to the Hotline or unable to speak with anyone, parents/guardians should keep trying the Hotline but also contact the following at the child's school: (1) the front office to find how the child can access education while out of school and (2) the school's attendance office to update the child's attendance as excused absences.  For more information on CCSD's Policies, download CCSD's COVID-19 Quarantine and Isolation Guidance
Please Report/Have Your Child Report Threats, Suicide, and Bullying
· SafeVoice is an anonymous tip report system with live response 24/7/365. Safevoice (SV) includes and goes beyond bullying to create an anonymous way to also report threats of school violence and friends at risk of suicide, self-harm, drugs and more.  Reports are followed up on and are monitored. 
· To access SafeVoice and find out more about the system, please visit https://ccsd.net/students/safevoice.   
· For other resources, please contact your child’s school counselor and social worker  
Enrolling/Unenrolling Children in School Needs Caseworker Approval 
· Under Nevada Law, DFS must make the decision to keep a child in the current school or move a child to a new school by determining if a school move is in the best interest of the child 
· The legal default is to keep a child in the current school as each school move can hurt a child’s educational success and a child may have important connections to current school that provide needed support for them 
· If a child in foster care moves to a home that the current school is not zoned for and DFS determines it is in the best interest for the child to remain in that school, DFS and the school district must work together with the caregiver to provide transportation to the child to the current school
·  Parents/guardians who would like to move their child to a new school must not move the child to a new school until they have received their child’s caseworker’s approval or decision
· If parents/guardians want to change a child’s school, they should contact the caseworker and provide information on why the child should move schools  
CCSD Adjusts School Times Next Year to Maintain Transportation Services
· Because bus driver shortages have impacted every sector across the country, and to transport students to and from school more efficiently, CCSD has adjusted school start and end times for the 2022-2023 school year, which starts on Aug. 8, 2022. At most schools, the adjustment is less than 30 minutes, impacting 65 bus routes.
· All school start and end times for the 2022-2023 school year can be accessed by clicking here. Times are subject to change pending the completion of the School Extended Day Request approval process.

If a Child Failed Any Course in High School, Please Check with Your Child’s Counselor to See if Your Child May Be Able to Receive Partial Credit for the Course  
· Under Nevada Law, each public school must create an academic plan for a pupil enrolled in ninth grade to progress towards meeting graduation requirements.  For children in foster care, the plan must be revised and adjusted to maximize the accrual of credits and partial credit may be awarded for efforts the child made in the course.  Credits should also be maximized for pupils taking high school courses who are enrolled in middle school/junior high as well.  
· If your child failed a course last semester in high school or failed a high school level course in middle school, contact your child’s counselor at the school and find out if your child can receive partial credit for the course.  If you have any difficulty in working with your child’s school or counselor, contact CCSD’s Foster Care Department at 702-799-1196 or fostercaretransrequest@nv.ccsd.net. 




If Your Child was RPCed, Suspended, or Recommended for Expulsion, Check to See if a Restorative Justice Plan was Created and if a Determination was Made that the Incident was not Related to Being in Foster Care 
· Schools must create Restorative justice Plans after a child has been removed from school for any disciplinary action (RPCs, Suspension, or Expulsions).  Restorative Justice Plans outline actions taken by the school to support the student for the possible reasons the child may be in disciplinary procedures.  
· Parents have the rights to appeal a suspension or expulsion recommendation from a school.  
· A child in foster care who is at least 11 years of age may be suspended or expelled from school only if a determination is made that the behavior that led to the suspension or expulsion was not caused by being in foster care. It shall be presumed that the behavior was caused by being in foster care unless an advocate for child in foster care or the school counselor of the pupil determines that the behavior was not caused by being in foster care.  
· You can ask your child’s school for your child’s restorative justice plan if they have been removed at all from school.  You can inquire whether the plan has been followed/enacted.
· If you disagree with your child’s suspension or expulsion, please let your administrators know of your disagreement and ensure they document it. Follow up with your school’s Foster Care Advocate and Principal if your child was not given a Restorative Justice Plan or if it was not determined that the behavior used as the basis of the suspension/expulsion was not caused by being in foster care and you disagree with that determination.  
· For additional help and support, please contact your child’s caseworker and CCSD’s Foster Care Department at 702-799-1196 and fostercaretransrequest@nv.ccsd.net

We at DFS thank you for all you are doing to help your child succeed!
Please contact your DFS Representative for any assistance you need. 
We appreciate you very much! 
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