Important Educational Updates from DFS 
April 2021
Hi Everyone.  By the time you read this Update, many of your children will be returning to in-person learning if you chose that for your children.  
Congratulations!  
We at DFS know this school year has been difficult for our families.  We comment you for what you are doing to help your children succeed and feel supported educationally and emotionally. 
Please know we are here to support you!  
Contact Your Children’s Schools if You Wish to Change from Distance to In-Person Learning or Vice Versa 
· Almost all schools are offering a hybrid or full-time instructional model for learning currently 
· However, due to social distancing and fire codes safety requirements, in-person learning is limited and some children may need to remain in full-time distance education until a space becomes available in face-to-face instruction. In-person learning capacity is based on the number of classrooms, the size of the classrooms, and the number of students engaging in face-to-face hybrid instruction at each school. Each school has varying classroom sizes that may limit the number of students served in an individual classroom.
· If a parent/guardian indicated full-time distance education for their children on the hybrid questionnaire in November 2020, they will continue to stay in full-time distance education unless they notify the children’s schools they wish to change to hybrid/in-person learning for their children. 
· If a parent/guardian would like to request returning to in-person school for their children who are currently enrolled in full-time distance education, please contact the children’s school to request returning to school and/or to be put onto a waiting list.  
· If you are unable get your children into in-person learning at your children’s schools but feel it is necessary for your children to be in in-person learning due to your children’s or your family’s needs, you may contact Dawna Alexander, the CCSD Foster Care Coordinator at odeaad@nv.ccsd.net or at 702-521-1890 or your child’s School Foster Care Advocate/Liaison for assistance.  
Returning to School Supports for Children Struggling with Transition 
· While children may be excited to go back to school, school looks a bit different with all the safety protocols in place.  Some of our children may experience some anxiety or stress over the transition and new “normal.”
· Ask your children about how it feels to return to school in person.  If they share any concerns or that it feels different/uncomfortable wearing masks and/or social distancing etc., acknowledge that it may feel differently but that the rules put into place are there to keep us all safe until we can return to “normal” school safely.  
· If your child has a hard time transitioning back to school, talk with your child’s regular or special education teacher and School Foster Care Advocate to discuss creating a Behavior Plan or Positive Incentive Plan to help them transition.  A Behavior Plan/Positive Incentive Plan can be used to create strategies and rewards for working through the transition proactively.   
Regularly Check Your Child’s Grades/Progress Reports 
· We are 4 weeks into the 4th Quarter and the second to last month of the school year.  This is the time to check to see how children are doing in school.  
· Check your child’s progress in classes and reach out to your child/your child’s teacher if your child is getting an F or low D in the class.  You can find out if your child can make up any missing assignments, low test scores, etc. 
·  If a teacher will not work with you or your child on makeup work, please contact your child’s School Foster Care Advocate/Social Worker to assist you.    
· Please ensure you have access to your child’s grades in real time on the Canvas Learning System.  Families can create an observer account in the Parent Canvas Portal. Parents/Caregivers can personalize the notifications to best stay informed about their children’s educational progress.  To sign up for an observer account please visit https://ccsd.net/employees/canvas/canvas-students.  
Special Full/Partial Credit Options for Students in Foster Care in High School Classes   

· Special laws in Nevada require that public and charter high schools maximize the credits and progress towards graduation for their students in foster care.  
· Students in foster care and enrolled in HS credit classes may receive full or partial credits for a specific course without satisfying any attendance/hours in the classroom requirements for the course by completing alternative coursework identified by the School’s Board of Trustees.  
· To help ensure a child in foster care enrolled in high school classes is receiving maximized credits and making progress towards graduation, an email should be sent to the child’s school counselor and Foster Care Advocate to meet/discuss partial credit options when the child: 
· Failed a high school course during the first semester or third quarter of the school year 
· Is failing a high school course currently 
· Has been identified by the school as failing a class or needing summer school 
· Has close to 10 days of absences in a course during the current semester 
· Has several failing grades on the high school transcript
· Has failed any high school course OR 
· Would benefit from receiving partial credit for a class for any reason

Adjustments to Food Distribution 
As middle and high school students are now back on campus for face-to-face instruction under the hybrid instruction model, the following adjustments have been made to the service times for CCSD’s meal distribution sites:
· All children 2-18 years of age are able to receive a free school meal at CCSD Food Distribution sites through June 30, 2021.
· School meals will be served Monday through Friday – excluding school holidays.
· Meals may be picked up in middle and high school parking lots approximately 30 minutes after school dismissal.
· To find the nearest Food Distribution Site, visit ccsd.nutrislice.com.

Please let your DFS Representative know of any struggles so we can support you!
THANK YOU FOR WHAT YOU DO FOR OUR CHILDREN.  
YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR CHILDREN’S LIVES! 
