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Important Educational Updates from DFS 
November 2023
What You Need to Know…. 
[bookmark: _Hlk78445687]The Second Quarter of School has begun!  You made it through the First Quarter!
 Way to go!
November is busy month in education.  Often routines of school and class are in place now;  however, some children begin to burn out and are ready to get the semester over with (and some parents are too understandably ).  This month is a good time to check with your children to see how they are feeling about school, identify solutions to any problems they are sharing with you, and provide some incentives for making in through this month.  Also, please enjoy time together over Thanksgiving!  We at DFS are so thankful to all of you for providing homes and support for children we are responsible for. We couldn’t do what we do without you! 
Upcoming Important School Dates 
Friday, November 10th - Veterans Day (No School for All) 
Wednesday, November 22nd – Contingency Day if needed (No School for Students) 
Thursday-Friday, November 23rd-24th - Thanksgiving Day and Family Day (No School for All)
2024-2025 Applications for Magnet and Change of School Assignments Now Open and Information Sessions Provided in November/December 
· CCSD is currently accepting applications for students interested in attending a CCSD Magnet School, Central Technical Training Academy (CTA), and Change of School Assignment (moving to a non-zoned school) for the 24-25 School Year. If you think your child would benefit from going to a different school or would benefit from specific training in either their areas of interest or to get some real world job training, a magnet or CTA school may be for your child so let your child’s CAP Attorney and Educational Decision Maker know!
· The application is open until January 9, 2024. 
· Transportation will only be provided to students living within the designated boundary for transportation of the School and parents may have to transport their children to a transportation stop close to their home 
· Two new Middle Schools, Johnston and Burkholder, will be transformed in Magnet Schools focusing on Environmental STEM instruction 
· Workshops to provide information about Magnet Schools and CTAs will be held the following locations, dates, and times:  November 1st at 5:30 at the Henderson Multigenerational Center; November 7th Virtually at 5:30; November 14th at 5:30 at the Walnut Community Center (Spanish); November 28th at 5:30 at the Windmill Library; December 5th at 5:30 at Paradise Recreation Center (Spanish); and December 7th at Centennial Hills Library.    
· Information on programs/schools for Magnet and Training Academies and to apply, visit CCSD Magnet Schools. 
· For more information on the Change of School Assignment (COSA) Process and a list of schools that a child can attend through COSA, visit Change of School Assignment | It's Your Choice (ccsd.net)
· If you believe it is in the best interest for your child to move schools or attend a Magnet/CTA, please let your child’s Educational Decision Maker and Caseworker know and provide them with the reason why your child should move/attend a new school. 

Make a Plan with Your Child’s Teacher and Child to Pass the Class Your Child is Receiving a Low Grade in/Failing in the First Quarter 
· Teachers /school staff are encouraged to work with families to help children be successful in school and not fail so plans can be worked out make up missing work.  As a part of the new grading policy, students will receive “0” for any missing work but CCSD is encouraging schools and teachers to accept and give credit for any missing work turned in throughout the semester no matter how late the work is turned in.  Late assignments should be accepted until mid-December.     
· If your child is struggling in school as indicated by multiple failing or missing assignments or your child has unsatisfactory quarter/progress grade in a class (such as a D or an F), please reach out to your child’s Education Decision Maker and child’s teacher (elementary/middle/high school) or counselor/class teacher (middle/high school) to find out why the child is failing and how any failed or missing work can be made up.  Ask which assignments are the most important or could help your child’s grade the most.  
· Ask your child’s teacher(s) why your child is struggling in that class and what help he/she might need to do better.  Encourage your child to meet with the teacher and create a plan to get support.  
· At the middle and high school level, you can set up a meeting with all your child’s teachers in the morning before school to go over progress in each class via your child’s counselor.  You can also ask your child’s principal/assistant principal or counselor about any intervention or academic support programs.  Some schools offer pull out, small group support in academic areas, tutoring, teacher office hours, or other types of support programs on campus.   
· If you need access to Infinite Campus/Canvas, contact your child’s school for assistance or click  here for instructions. 

Contact Your Child’s Educational Decision Maker (EDM), Caseworker, and CAP Attorney if your Child is RPCed, Suspended or Recommended for Expulsion as Your Child May Have Special Rights in the Disciplinary Process 
· EDMs have a right to appeal a suspension over 3 days or a recommended expulsion. This right should be explained by an administrator when the discipline is discussed with the parent.  The administrator should take note of the parent’s wanting to appeal and provide the parent with the next steps in the appeal process. 
· Schools are supposed to provide education for a child who is removed from school for more than 2 school days 
· If your child is suspended for 5 days or more, your child has a special appeal right because of being in foster care.  In determining the discipline, the principal in consultation with the Foster Care Advocate or School Counselor is supposed to determine if your child poses an ongoing threat on campus and if being in foster care was a factor in the behavior relating to the incident.  The discipline may stop or change based on the determination. 
· DFS is working to track new disciplinary laws passed in 2023 and see how they affect our children so we can support you individually and systematically 
· It is very important that you contact your child’s Education Decision Maker (EDM), Caseworker, and CAP Attorney to let them know if your child was: sent home; RPCed; suspended; recommended for expulsion; and/or not given educational services while out 3 or more days.  Please also ensure the EDM, Caseworker, and CAP Attorney is given any papework you are given and knows of any disciplinary meetings you are contacted about so they can follow up with the school.  They will represent your child and ensure your child’s educational rights are being upheld.  
· It is also helpful if you are able to connect the school administration with the EDM, Caseworker, and CAP Attorney for your child directly.  
If you have any issues with the above or any other school related issues, please contact your child’s caseworker or DFS Representative.  
DFS has various supports in place to help work through any school related issues.  We are here to support you and can’t do what we do without you!
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