
Hi Everyone,
We at DFS hope you and your families are staying safe and healthy.  As I am sure you are all aware of, many schools/school districts have put into place their new learning plans.  Some schools are doing virtual only; some are doing a hybrid of virtual and in-person learning; and some are doing all in-person learning.  With all these changes, here are some tips to consider:  
· Don't stress - we're all on a learning curve together!  Give your children's schools 2-3 weeks after the beginning of the school year to work out the kinks on their new learning modes 
· Many states/school districts/schools are in the process of switching current learning modes to online/hybrid plans.  They are working hard to ensure quality education for children.
· All schools must ensure children make progress according to their standards despite the new learning approach.  Online learning does not absolve schools from showing educational progress per the Nevada State Academic Standards (Public/Charter Schools) or their own standards per their agreement with the Department of Education and Board of Directors (Private Schools) 
·  Your children's school should be reaching out to you 1-2 weeks before school starts to tell you how instruction will be delivered.  Please email the school administrators any questions you have.  If the approach to learning won't work or seems too difficult for your child from the get go, email the administrators with your concern and explain why your child is likely to struggle.  Offer solutions or ask respectfully for solutions. 
· If you can be patient, give your children's schools 2-3 weeks to work out any learning/online learning issues.  If after 2-3 weeks your child is still struggling, please contact your school administrator as suggested above.  
· Immediately request technology/chromebooks for your children from their schools 
· As there will likely be a shortage of technology and online learning will occur for certain, it is important to reach out your child’s school administrators via email and phone to request technology while it may still be available.  
· If technology/chromebooks is/are available, schools are supposed to provide it to its students.  Emails of school administrators can be found on school websites.  
· Please contact your DFS Specialist if you having trouble getting technology/chromebooks for your children

· Look for emails and calls from your children’s schools about how they will be providing their virtual learning to your children and email any concerns to the schools’ principals and assistant principals (school administrators)
· Schools will be reaching out to families before the beginning of the school year to tell you how they are going to provide virtual education to their students 
· School administrators are back at work to answer any questions you have
· Most teachers and other school staff are back at school as of August 5th for professional development 
· School administrators’ email addresses or contact information can be found on the school’s website 

· Review your children’s IEP and 504 Plans (Plans) to determine if the Plans give the proper services for this new learning model.  After August 10th, contact the child’s case manager or 504 Counselor with questions, concerns, and requests to make needed changes. 
· With the virtual learning model, IEP services and 504 Accommodations will only be provided virtually as written  
· You should contact the children’s case manager (for children with IEPs) or the child’s counselor in charge of 504 Plans (for 504 Plans) via email to discuss any additional services that are needed.  You can find out who the case manager/504 plan counselor by calling or emailing your children’s school staff or administrator and asking who the case managers and/or 504 counselors for your children
· If you want to add or modify your children’s IEP or 504 Plans, email them and your children’s schools principal and assistant principals to request any changes you want to make and how those changes are necessary for your children.  A meeting or call should be scheduled to discuss the requests.  Meetings and requests must be considered by the school.  

· Contact your children’s schools before school starts to determine how English Language Learner (ELL) and Gifted and Talented Services (GATE) services will be provided.  
· ELL and GATE services are required by law for those children who have been identified as needing them but individual schools determine how those services are delivered to students 

School districts, administration, school staff and teachers are all working hard to learn how to provide the best online learning to students.  
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