Fun, Family Activities that are Educational and Meaningful

These are unusual times.  Many of us are home with our children as never before.  While we want to keep a sense of normalcy, these are not normal times so it is perfectly ok to make adjustments and do the best we can!   Meanwhile, there are opportunities to do activities with our children that are fun, meaningful, and educational to keep their brains working and even do something different/exciting!   

Here are recommended activities for families to enjoy and learn from.  Some activities are more academic and some are more fun but all will help your children’s educational skills!   Unless your children are enrolled in an online school, there is no mandatory work for your children do to at this time so pick activities that will engage or interest them.


1. Work with your children on CCSD’s Learning Extension Packets (Packets).  You can download them by clicking on the following link:  https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CKigMgl_P-d0BivUP1Bjq0sm7TDbgwd3 or pick them up at the following sites all over town:  Basic HS; Canyon Springs HS; Centennial HS; Chaparral HS; Cheyenne HS; Cimarron-Memorial HS; Clark HS; Del Sol Academy; Desert Pines HS; Eldorado HS; Green Valley HS; Hughes MS; Indian Springs HS; Las Vegas HS; Laughlin HS; Lyon MS; Mitchell ES; Mojave HS; Sandy Valley HS; Shadow Ridge HS; Sierra Vista HS; Silverado HS; Spring Valley HS; Sunrise Mountain HS; Ute Perkins ES; Valley HS; Veterans Tribute CTA; West Prep Academy.  You do not have to have your children do the whole Packet. You can pick activities from it your children might like.  If your children are struggling in school, you can pick up Packets at grade levels below your children’s current grades.  

1. Work with your children on https://www.ixl.com/.  IXL is a learning portal aligned with national and Nevada state standards.  There are simple educational questions for children to respond to and show their knowledge in Math, English, Science and Social Studies by grade level and topic.  Pick any topic for your child to work on.  If your child is struggling in school and below grade level, choose a grade level or two below for your child to work on.  

1. Read/listen to a book/article or watch a movie/tv show/video/podcast and engage your children in critical thinking skills about it 
· After reading/watching/listening, ask your child to summarize the main idea/purpose of the content and a few details that supported the main idea/purpose  
· Ask your child any of the following questions about the material based on what make the most sense and on your child’s ability to answer questions:
· What did you like about ….?  
What didn’t you like about…?  
Why did you like/dislike…?
· What are 3 things you learned about/from…?   
Why do you think those 3 things are important or interesting to an audience? 
· What do you think the author/creator of … was trying to tell the audience? 
Why do you think that?  
Why do you think that might have been important to the author/creator?  You can have your children research background information on the content or author/creator to answer this question.    
· Did you notice any interesting ways… was presented/written/displayed?  
     Why do you think it was displayed/written/presented that way? 
· Do you think … was supposed to make the audience feel a particular way?  Why or why not?    

1. Have your children draw or write a paragraph, outline, essay, or article based on an area of interest 
           
0. Your children can choose a topic they know well already or research a topic based on a book or online  
0. You can have your children describe their pictures and writing to the family and friends, scan/send them via email or “publish” them in a newspaper or magazine 
1. There are some good graphic organizers to help with this on https://www.studenthandouts.com/graphic-organizers/

1. Have your children learn family recipes/traditions/stories   
0. Cook with your children and have them write down the family recipes.  Your children can also add a special ingredient or adjust the recipe to contribute to make a new family recipe! 
0. Teach your children family traditions.  Explain to your child what the tradition means.  
0. Create new family traditions and talk about how they can teach their children these new traditions.  
0. Have your children interview family members and record or write down the interviews 
5. Questions for interviews can be found at https://www.genealogy.com/articles/research/70_tipsoral.html
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Your children can send the interview to other family members 

1. Take photographical or virtual tour/field trip with your child and discuss the experience 
· Take out family pictures of trip and tell your children stories about the trip 
· For online options, visit https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours or https://www.virtualfieldtrips.org/ 
· Have your children describe 5 things they noticed/learned  
· Compare/contrast the place you toured with your children’s local geography/local landscapes 
· Ask what the place you toured represents about its country/city/location  
· Have your children create a brochure, outline of a website, or other promotional materials that advertises the place to various audiences 

