
Park Road Church invites you to love Jesus deeply by worshiping fully, learning humbly, and loving extravagantly 
 

 

Sunday, January 17, 2021  

Welcome 
 
Call to Worship: 
 
Leader:  Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 
All:   for His steadfast love endures forever! 
Leader:  Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 
All:   whom He has redeemed from trouble. 
 
Musical Meditation 
 
Confession: Have mercy on me, Heavenly Father: I sit in darkness and the shadow of death, a prisoner in 
affliction and in irons. I have rebelled against Your words, O God, and I have spurned Your counsel. 
 
Declaration: If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
All: Hallelujah 

Pastoral Prayer 

Mission Partner Spotlight - Kate Alley, Opportunity House 

Announcements 
 
Sermon - A Reflection on 2020 
 
Hymn - Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
Benediction 
 
 
Flowers this week are given by Debra and Michael Taylor in memory of her mother, Donna. 

Wifi = Park Rd Pres Guest;  
Password = Guestprc 

 

 



 

Sermon Text, Notes, and Quotes: 
 

Obstacles Create Opportunities 
Obstacles 
Opportunity 
Outcomes 

 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.  

Philippians 1:6 
 
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

Romans 5:3-5 
 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.  

James 1:2–4 
 
For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your 
weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but 
rather be healed.  

Hebrews 12:11–13 
 
How confident are you to make disciples and multiply churches without dependence on performances, 
programs, and professionals?  

David Platt 
 
How could Rome suppress such a movement? Christianity infiltrated cities, one relationship at a time, one 
apartment building at a time, one marketplace at a time, as if releasing white blood cells into the 
bloodstream of the Roman Empire. It was slow, laborious work. But over time it began to purge the cancer 
and corruption of Rome. 

Jerry Sittser 
  



 

Study Questions: 
 

How do you respond to obstacles and roadblocks in life? 

1. When leaving for a road trip, do you: A) Map it out ahead of time, B) Depend on your GPS, C) 
Depend on your atlas, or D) Look forward to getting lost? 

2. When was the last time an unforeseen obstacle forced you to change your plans? How did you 
respond? 

3. As the popular saying goes, “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” How do you 
feel about that statement? 

 

What does Scripture say about obstacles and roadblocks in life? 

1. Re-read Philippians 1:6. What good work is God doing in you right now? 

2. Re-read Romans 5:3-5. How did 2020 produce character and hope in you? 

3. Re-read James 1:2-4. Why is steadfastness - perseverance, patient continuation - an important 
element of remaining joyous amidst trials? 

a. What does Hebrews 12:11 promise? 

 

What is the Biblical response to obstacles and roadblocks? 

1. Re-read Hebrews 12:12-13. What did 2020 reveal about your own walk with Jesus? Despite all the 
frustrations and difficulties, what did you learn about the weaknesses in your own heart? 

2. As David Platt asked: How confident are you to make disciples and multiply churches without 
dependence on performances, programs, and professionals?  

3. With whom will you read the Bible this year? If you need resources, please visit: 
https://parkroadchurch.com/ministries/new-life-bible-reading-plan 

4. Is there a person or family in your life whom you’d like to bless? Spend the next week praying for 
them, and then apply for funds here: https://parkroadchurch.com/ministries/project-blessed 

 

https://parkroadchurch.com/ministries/new-life-bible-reading-plan
https://parkroadchurch.com/ministries/project-blessed
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