Welcoming the Stranger Week 3 Notes:  The Positive Impact of Immigrants in our Community
Date & Time:  February 26, 2025
Here is a video the group watched:  How Immigrants are Saving our Cities from the Inside Out

Urban Transformation in Wyandotte County
Wyandotte County experienced a significant demographic shift from 1980 to 2017, losing 57,000 white residents but gaining 34,000 Latino immigrants. This change has led to a diverse community with no ethnic majority, contributing to economic growth and reduced crime rates.
Impact of Immigrants on Crime and Economy
  Despite common narratives, immigrants have positively impacted Wyandotte County by reducing crime rates by 32% from 2003 to 2017 and driving economic growth. Immigrants own half of the businesses on Central Avenue and contribute significantly to the local economy.
Community and Cultural Integration
  The immigrant community in Kansas City, Kansas, fosters a strong sense of community and cultural integration. This is evident in the thriving small businesses and communal living, which contribute to the neighborhood's health and vibrancy.
Challenges and Perceptions of Immigrants
  Immigrants face challenges such as negative media portrayals and societal fears. However, they are often entrepreneurial and contribute positively to the community, countering stereotypes of being burdensome or criminal.
Conclusion
1. The immigrant population has stabilized the county's population and revitalized the community.
2. Immigrants are not a burden but a driving force for economic growth and community revitalization.
3. The sense of community and cultural integration is a key factor in the neighborhood's success.
4. Immigrants are essential contributors to the community, challenging negative stereotypes.
Here is a video about an immigrants journey story as a refugee, coming to the U.S.:  Phul Maya's Story
Dealing with differing beliefs
  The discussion focused on how to engage constructively with people who hold different beliefs, especially within religious and political contexts. Suggestions included listening actively, avoiding confrontations, and focusing on shared values.

Role of curiosity in conversations
  Curiosity was highlighted as a tool to facilitate understanding in conversations with differing viewpoints. By being genuinely curious, one can enter discussions more openly and potentially find common ground.
Impact of social media on dialogue
  The influence of social media on public discourse was discussed, noting how it can polarize opinions and hinder constructive dialogue. The challenge is to engage meaningfully despite these dynamics.
Immigration and public perception
  The conversation touched on misconceptions about immigrants, emphasizing the need to challenge stereotypes with facts and personal stories to foster understanding.
1. Engage in dialogue by listening and focusing on common ground rather than confrontation.
2. Curiosity and asking clarifying questions can lead to more open and productive conversations.
3. Social media can polarize opinions, making meaningful dialogue challenging.
4. Challenge stereotypes with facts and personal stories to foster understanding.
3. Community Engagement and Political Advocacy
Suggestions for Next Steps
1. Advocacy and Political Engagement
  The discussion focused on how to effectively engage in political advocacy, emphasizing relationship-building with elected officials and their staff. It highlighted the importance of being informed about legislation and the impact of collective communication efforts.
2. Community Involvement and Volunteering
  Participants were encouraged to volunteer and engage in community service as a way to support marginalized groups. The discussion also touched on the importance of prayer and staying informed about community needs.
3. Building Relationships Across Political Divides
  The conversation addressed how to engage with elected officials from different political parties, emphasizing respect, listening, and understanding their perspectives on issues like immigration.
4. Pray for Wisdom and Compassion
Pray for wisdom and compassion for leaders making immigration policies, that they would seek justice and mercy. Ask God to protect and provide for immigrants, refugees, and families facing hardship and separation. Lift up churches, communities and local ministries to be places of welcome, offering practical support and the love of Christ.
