
What working with others can do – TOS England 
 

Being a small organisation without many resources and with a diverse agenda, the TOS 

sometimes gives its support to other organisations who concentrate their efforts on one aspect of 

humanitarian aid. The TOS England relies mainly on raising funds which are donated to TOS 

and TS projects in Adyar, the Philippines, Kenya and small, ethical charities in England.  Many 

of these work on small projects in third-world countries. Since 2002, the TOS has collected and 

donated over £47,000. 

 

In 2000, the TOS got involved with Teddies for Tragedies, a concept which encourages people 

to knit small teddies to give to children in third world countries recovering from treatment in 

hospitals, as it has been found that their recovery is smoother and quicker. The teddies are also 

given to children in hospitals, orphanages and hospices in England. 

 

 



In 2008, to mark the centenary of the founding of the TOS by Dr Annie Besant, a short article 

and a photo of the teddies was published in the local newspaper in Bradford, the Telegraph 

&Argus.  The article aroused much interest amongst readers, and they received requests for 

patterns and offers for knitting the teddies.  Very soon, the teddies started arriving.  The knitters 

are all members of the public. 

 

To date, they have collected over 6,000 teddies in Bradford, with some coming from Leeds.  

The overall total for the TOS is over 21,000 teddies. 

 

The TOS England also donates teddies through two other organisations, the International Aid 

Trust and Furniture for Education – thereby increasing the value of these little teddies 

exponentially. Recently, the knitters have expanded into knitting other, wearable items. 

 

International Aid Trust (IAT) (http://www.internationalaidtrust.org.uk) is an International 

Charity which very kindly transports to third-world countries the knitted teddies, and clothing 

such as knitted woollens, baby jumpers, cardigans, hats and mittens; knitted blankets and all 

kinds of bedding. 

 

Furniture for Education (FEW) (http://www.fewcharity.org.uk) is the other 

Charity which in addition to all the above items also takes adult hats, scarves 

and gloves, tools of all kinds, computers, monitors, music centres, radios, 

videos, etc.  To date they have taken 6,000 teddies. In August 2018 the TOS 

http://www.internationalaidtrust.org.uk/
http://www.fewcharity.org.uk/


England received the following letter from Furniture for Education Worldwide: 

“Dear Maureen and the band of Merry Knitters, 

 

“In July/Aug 2018 Furniture for Education Worldwide will have its 10th anniversary and 

correspondingly we will have dispatched our 100th 40-foot container full of surplus school 

furniture and equipment to some of the most desperate children in the world.  I am very proud of 

the achievements we have made, some of which I will list below. Without you and your Merry 

Knitters we could not have done this work: 

 

1. Enabled thousands of children underprivileged to be able to sit on chairs instead of the floor. 

2. Enabled thousands of children to have tables to work on instead of their knees. 

3. Put libraries in schools that did not have a book before. 

4. Put computer suites in schools that did not even have a calculator. 

5. Fitted out the "Happy House" Orphanage in Kenya with tables, chairs, computers, 

bedside cabinets, etc. 

6. Built 3 state-of-the-art playgrounds in The Gambia. 

7. Built a state-of-the-art playground in Tanzania. 

8. Built a state-of-the-art playground in Pakistan. 

9. Totally refurbished primary schools in the Gambia putting electric and clean water in for the 

first time. 

10. Along with Art Aid we have sunk bore holes in Uganda and The Gambia, in some of these 

areas the locals and their children previously had to walk miles for water. 

11. Donated drones for the clearing of unexploded mines in Cambodia. 

12. In association with UCLAN, trained the Cambodians how to use the drones and provided 

them with necessary IT equipment to use them. 

13. Helped many local charities to furnish and equip their premises in the UK. 

14. On target to dispatch the 100th 40-foot container this year. To date we have sent containers to 

ten of the most deprived countries in the world. 

15. Sent 2 fire engines to Pakistan. 

16. In conjunction with UNISON sent ambulances to Africa. 

 

“The list is not exhaustive and with your continued support it will grow and expand. 

“When I first started the charity I never thought in my wildest dreams that we would end 

up saving lives, but this is now a reality, and our projects continue to save children's lives 

in Cambodia and our educational projects continue to improve the lives of many thousands 

of children around the world. 

 

“The cost of a 40-foot container is between £l,500 and £6,500 depending on the shipping line 

and where in the world we send it.  The trustees and the thousands of recipients would like to 

thank you for the support you have given us. 

 
Many thanks 

Terry E Burns 

County Councillor Terry Burns MBE (Hon. Fellow) UCLAN 



Chairman Furniture for Education Worldwide” 

 

“A further note: FEW organises a fund-raising dinner annually to cover the above costs.  These 

are based on various themes.  Terry Burns has asked Maureen Atkinson if the TOS could help 

in any way.  Maureen has adapted the teddies, knitting costumes and props to suit the themes, 

which have included ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’, ‘Teddies’ Masked Ball’, ‘Teddies in Winter 

Wonderland’, etc.  The teddies are auctioned at the dinner.  At the 2018 TSE Summer School in 

Bristol University, Maureen screened a very informative DVD on the work of the FEW 

showing the tireless work by its members to collect, transport and build educational facilities in 

various parts of Africa and other countries.” 

 

 

Maureen Atkinson, who is instrumental in the production of teddies 


