
Require AC478 when 

planning a metal building 

The AC478 Accreditation program is 
the most comprehensive quality assur-
ance accreditation of its kind for metal 
building assembly. It is administered by 
the IAS which is a sister company to 
the ICC, responsible for creating the 
IBC codes. It focuses on several key 
areas:  

 Documented safety program and 
training program 

 Documented management system  

 Onsite jobsite assessment  

 Annual verification of compliance  

 Job-Site Specific Plans 

 Annual Internal Audits and Man-
agement Reviews to ensure con-
tinuous improvement 

This assures owners that the erec-
tor they have chosen follows a com-
prehensive quality driven metal 
building assembly program that is 
assessed annually.   

The International Accreditation Ser-

vice (IAS) provides objective evidence 

that an organization operates at the 

highest level of ethical, legal and tech-

nical standards. 

IAS is a nonprofit, public-benefit cor-

poration that has been providing ac-

creditation services since 1975. IAS accredits a wide range of companies and organizations 

including governmental entities, commercial businesses, and professional associations. IAS 

accreditation programs are based on recognized national and international standards that 

ensure domestic and/or global acceptance of its accreditations.  

Metal Building 

Quality 

Assurance 



The IAS accreditation program for Metal Building Assemblers (AC478) compliments an existing IAS accredi-
tation program for Manufacturers of Metal Building Systems (AC472) developed by IAS and the Metal 
Building Manufacturers Association in 2008. For the first time in history, manufacturers and erectors now 
have complimentary accreditation programs for metal building projects that will help assure the highest 
quality commercial buildings. 

In 2020, the Metal Building Industry constructed more than 300 million Square Feet of space, almost one 
third of the Low Rise Non-residential market across the United States. Financially, this represents over 
$2.6 Billion in Steel Shipments. 90% of this volume was produced by manufacturers that belong to the 
Metal Building Manufacturers Association (MBMA). The MBMA mandates that member companies 
achieve and maintain AC472. This accreditation works to establish criteria toward which each firm demon-
strates that they have the personnel, organization, experience, knowledge, quality procedures and com-
mitment to fabricate in accordance with specified procedures. 

Materials fabricated by these manufacturers are shipped to project sites and assembled by a largely un-
regulated market of Contractors and Erectors. Until the introduction of AC478, there was no independent 
source to distinguish quality; to identify those companies committed to safety, training and quality.   

“AC472 + AC478 = A Winning Combination.  If accredited manufacturers and their builders team up 
with these two quality assurance programs it will make our industry more competitive and increase 
its prominence. This is a commitment to a partnership in quality and a reflection on us all."   

       Tom Gilligan, Butler Manufacturing  

AC478 assures owners that the erector they have chosen follows a comprehensive quality driven metal 
building assembly program that is assessed annually.  To achieve AC478 accreditation, companies main-
tain the following: 

 Documented safety program and training program 

 Documented management system  

 Onsite jobsite assessment  

 Job-Site Specific Plans 

 Annual Internal Audits and Management Reviews to ensure 
continuous improvement 

The MBCEA recognizes that jobs, typically, go to lowest bid, which 
doesn’t always mean the safest, most qualified contractor. When 
structures fail or people get hurt during assembly, the entire indus-
try suffers. This accreditation establishes an industry standard to 
identify those players doing the right thing; that are committed to 
safety, training and quality.   

The MBCEA recommends building owners, developers, and archi-
tects require AC478 accreditation in their specifications and that 
building officials look for it before issuing permits.  

AC478 Accreditation: A standard to 

recognize Metal  Building Assemblers 

that are committed to excellence 



 

The Metal Building Contractors and Erectors Association (MBCEA) recog-
nizes Heimburger Construction Inc., located in Bonne Terre, Mo., as the 
first metal building assembler in the state to achieve the prestigious AC478 
accreditation administered by the International Accreditation Service (IAS). 
AC478, Accreditation for Metal Building Assemblers Inspection, is a rigor-
ous standard that recognizes contractors dedicated to excellence in metal 
building assembly. 

Achieving this accreditation underscores Heimburger Construction’s com-
mitment to providing a quality product through a documented manage-

ment system covering safety training and metal building assembly training. The IAS requires annual reviews 
of manuals, documentation of training and job-site inspections. 

“IAS accreditation sets us apart from our competition and we are excited to get in on the ground level of this 
program,” says Jennifer Heimburger, president and owner of Heimburger Construction. “I feel that this ac-
creditation process will help us gain market share and make us a leader in our field. Our clients strive to be 
the best in their field and they deserve an accredited metal building assembler.” 

Art Hance, MBCEA president, remarks, “I have known Jen Heimburger for a number of years and am not sur-
prised she sought accreditation as one more way to distinguish her company. Her commitment to safety and 
quality in the construction of metal buildings is now backed by her company’s adoption of IAS AC478 accredi-
tation. Hats off to Jen and the entire team at Heimburger Construction.” 

For more information about the IAS AC478 accreditation program visit www.mbcea.org. 

Just as a rising tide lifts all ships, MBMA members are AC472 accredited and now MBCEA members 

are achieving AC478. This commitment to quality says one thing to all potential owners, architects, 

and developers: We don’t just talk about quality; we prove it through our commitment to third party 

accreditation by the International Accreditation Service.”    Brad Curtis, Chair MBMA 

http://www.mbcea.org/


The mission of the MBCEA is to 

support the professional ad-

vancement of metal building con-

tractors, erectors and our indus-

try.   

The MBCEA worked with IAS to 

craft AC478 and to complement 

AC472 (for manufacturers) 

This accreditation provides a 

benefit to the public by helping to 

identify contractors who are com-

mitted to quality workmanship 

and maintain a high level of in-

tegrity.  

AC478 is a standard to which all 

members can aspire, be meas-

ured and held accountable.  

MBCEA believes IAS Accredita-

tion provides a public benefit  by 

recognizing and identifying con-

tractors and erectors who are 

committed to safety.  

MBCEA is committed to this 

quality assurance initiative  for  

all members. 

To establish a benchmark for erectors who have continually shown excellence in assembling metal buildings along with the abil-

ity to document, update and adhere to safety and training programs. The MBMA has also pushed the AC478 accreditation as a 

sister program to their AC472 accreditation for the manufacturing of metal buildings. The AC478 program ensures that experi-

enced, quality driven erectors are assembling their buildings.  

Why was the AC478 accreditation process developed? 

1) Greater confidence that the metal building will be assembled per plans and 
specs.  

2) Level of assurance that the metal building assembler meets or exceeds 
standards (OSHA, ASCE, IBC, etc)  

3) Assurance that an independent agency has evaluated the metal building 
assembler across multiple areas (erection activities, safety, training, com-
pliance with project specs)  

4) Total project assurance - Architects, builders and owners can order a metal 
building system designed and fabricated by an IAS accredited manufactur-
er (AC472). Then it can be assembled by an IAS accredited erector 
(AC478). 

What are the benefits to your customers? 

Achieving the AC478 accreditation demonstrates that the erector has the personnel, ex-

perience, safety and training programs, and a commitment to assemble metal buildings 

according to plans and specs. It provides tangible proof, they have implemented a quali-

ty driven process that has been evaluated by a respected independent agency, such as 

the IAS. 

Why require an accredited metal building assembler? 

Assembler's Qualifications: A qualified metal building systems assembler that is accredited under the International Accreditation 

Service (IAS), Accreditation Criteria for Inspection Practices of Metal Building System Assemblers (AC478) 

Sample Specification Language: 

Jennifer Heimburger 

Heimburger Construction, Inc. 

7166 Hillsboro Road 

Bonne Terre, MO  63628 

Cell: 314-795-9861 


