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From the Editor: This issue opens with monkeypox and 
omicron updates, and approval of another Covid-19 
vaccine. Two articles summarize the pandemic’s adverse 
effect on quality and patient safety initiatives. An article 
on the disparity in hospital facility fees rounds out the 
issue. To access each article, just click on the headline. 

Covid missteps hang over 
monkeypox response, by Arielle 

Dreher, Axios, 7/11/22         
TMR Topline – The US is applying 

lessons learned from the Covid pandemic to the monkey-
pox outbreak but is still playing catch-up. Testing initially 
was limited to public health laboratories and was hard to 
access. People with confirmed cases and their immediate 
contacts are being vaccinated, but the FDA took nearly 
two months to approve the release of 1.1 million doses 
from storage. Public health departments need to 
investigate cases, isolate people confirmed to be ill and 
deploy effective contact tracing to get control of a virus 
that's spreading widely. The variety of the virus circulating 
in the US is spread primarily by intimate contact with 
most cases among gay and bisexual men. The lagging 
response has left knowledge gaps about precisely how 
monkeypox is circulating.  

TMR’S Take: Nimble bureaucracy is an oxymoron. 

Move over, measles: Dominant 
Omicron subvariants BA.4 and 
BA.5 could be the most 
infectious viruses known to 
man, by Erin Prater, Fortune, 7/9/22 

TMR Topline – The original Wuhan strain of Covid-19 

was virulent but not ultra-transmissible with a reproduc-
tive rate (R0) of around 3.3. On average, each infected 
person infected another 3.3 people. Mumps has an R0 of 
12; measles tops the list at 18. Successful Covid variants 
have become more transmissible with time: Delta at 5.1, 
then Omicron at 9.5. The latest dominant Covid subvari-
ants have a reproductive rate of around 18.6, surpassing 
measles as the world's most infectious viral disease.  

The omicron subvariant 
dominating US Covid-19 
cases is more vaccine-
resistant, by Ayana Archie, 

NPR, 7/15/22                                
TMR Topline – The hypercontagious BA.5 Omicron 
subvariant is four times more resistant to Covid-19 
vaccines. According to Dr. Gregory Poland, head of the 
Mayo Clinic’s Vaccine Research Group, even if you’ve 
been “previously infected and vaccinated, you have very 
little protection against BA.5 in terms of getting infected or 
having mild to moderate infection. You have good 
protection against dying, being hospitalized or ending up 
on a ventilator." Unvaccinated individuals are five times 
more likely to be infected, 7.5 times more likely to be 
hospitalized and 14-15 times more likely to die. 

Is It Easier to Get Covid-19 Outdoors 
with BA.5?, by Tara Law, TIME, 7/15/22                         
TMR Topline – Being outside has never 
been a sure way to avoid Covid-19 
transmission—especially at crowded events, 

like music festivals, which have been linked to past 
outbreaks. Compared to past variants, BA.5 has 
advantages that help it bypass the immune system’s 
defenses, making Covid transmission outdoors more 
likely in close face-to-face conversations or in densely 
packed crowds with poor air circulation. 

TMR’S Take: As the US relegates Covid concerns to the 
back burner, the BA.5 subvariant has displaced measles 
as the world’s most infectious viral disease. With one of 
the lowest vaccination rates in the OECD, over 100 
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million unvaccinated Americans are providing Petri dishes 
for the hypercontagious virus to continue to mutate.  

Novavax’s latecomer 
Covid-19 vaccine gets US 
authorization, by Rebecca 

Robins and Carl Zimmer, New 
York Times, 7/13/22                                     

TMR Topline – Maryland-based biotechnology company 
Novovax has received FDA authorization for its two-dose 
vaccine as a primary immunization series for adults. The 
company hopes that its protein-based vaccine will appeal 
to the more than 100 million Americans who are not fully 
vaccinated, some of whom are skeptical about mRNA 
technology. Trials have also shown that Novavax’s shot 
works well as a booster, and the company is expected to 
seek authorization for boosters soon.   

TMR’S Take: With four FDA authorized vaccines 
available based on three different approaches (viral 
vector, protein and mRNA), adult Americans have no 
excuse for remaining unvaccinated. 

Hospital safety was on 
the right track before 
Covid-19, AHRQ 
reports, by Mari 

Devereaux, Modern 
Healthcare, 7/12/22                                                      
TMR Topline – From 2010-2019, adverse safety events 
in hospitals decreased by more than 30%, according to a 
federally sponsored study published in JAMA. Research-
ers examined medical records data from nearly 245,000 
adult patients at 3,156 hospitals. The relative risk of 
experiencing an adverse event declined by 41% for heart 
attack patients, 27% for heart failure patients, 36% for 
pneumonia patients, 41% for major surgery patients and 
18% for patients with all other conditions. The study’s 
lead investigator credits more effective supervision and 
guidance of medical trainees, greater use of infection 
control specialists and wider adoption of EHRs for the 
improvement but noted that maintaining patient safety 
has become more challenging during the pandemic.  

Superbug infections, deaths 
rose at beginning of 
pandemic, by Mike Stobbe, 

Associated Press, 7/12/22       
TMR Topline – A CDC report 

shows that drug-resistant “superbug” infections worsened 
during the first year of the Covid-19 pandemic causing a 
15% increase in hospital infections and deaths. The CDC 
noted that from March to October 2020 almost 80% of 
patients hospitalized with Covid-19 received an antibiotic 
to fight not only the coronavirus but also possible bacter-
ial co-infections. Overall use of antibiotics dropped in 
2021, possibly due to less use of catheters, ventilators 
and other medical devices that can become inroads into 
patient’s bodies for drug-resistant germs. 

TMR’S Take: The Covid-19 pandemic posed a real threat 
to provider efforts to improve quality and patient safety. 
Judicious use of antibiotics is key to reducing the threat of 
antimicrobial resistant organisms. 

Hospital price data reveals 
wide variation in facility 
fees, by Alex Kacik, Modern 

Healthcare, 7/11/22            
TMR Topline – An analysis of 

2021 data from 1,600 hospitals published in Health 
Affairs found that high-acuity patients who went to EDs at 
for-profit hospitals were charged an average of $1,218 
more for facility fees than those who went to a not-for-
profit hospital. It is the first analysis of ED facility fees 
since the 2021 price transparency law. Facility fees are 
unregulated and cover overhead for providing around-
the-clock care, specialized equipment, licensing fees and 
other costs. At 9/29/21, fewer than 37% of hospitals had 
reported all five levels of ED facility fee cash prices they 
charge patients. Hospitals located in high-poverty areas 
charged an average of $450 less in cash price facility 
fees compared with those in more affluent communities. 

TMR’S Take: The hospital and insurer price transparency 
law is beginning to provide consumers with useful 
information.  

“Healing American Health-
care: Lessons from the 
Pandemic” portrays Covid-
19’s devastating impact on 
healthcare through the eyes 
of the journalists who re-
ported on it. It’s now available 
in both softcover and eBook 
versions at a big discount for 
a limited time. Click here to 
buy it today! 
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