Front Street United Methodist Church
5th Sunday of Easter

Prelude

Choral Song1

Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus
Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

The Church’s One Foundation2

UMH, 545
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The Word, Read
1 Peter 2:2–10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation — if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to oﬀer
spiritual sacriﬁces acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture:
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him
will not be put to shame.”
To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.
John 14:1–14
Jesus continued, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.”
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have
seen him.”
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisﬁed.”
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I
am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be gloriﬁed in
the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The Word, Proclaimed
Children’s Message
Conversation with the Scriptures
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Oﬀering & Meditation

Oﬀertory

For All3

Clay Stevenson (b. 1977)

As the Aldersgate band leads us in worship, reﬂect prayerfully on this artwork, which depicts Peter’s vision of
the church as “living stones,” with whom God builds a new people, transformed and set apart in Jesus Christ.

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suﬀered under Pontius Pilate,
was cruciﬁed, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Response

Alleluia Verse

William Bradley Roberts (b. 1947)

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
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And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

Hymn

Christ Is the Truth, the Way4

Upper Room Worshipbook, 93
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Benediction
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good so that
you may do his will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ: to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Copyright Acknowledgments
All music is in the public domain, except “For All,” which has been used with permission from
composer Clay Stevenson.
Worship Notes:
Samuel Sebastian Wesley, the notable church musician of Victorian England, was successively organist at
the cathedrals of Hereford, Exeter, Winchester, and Gloucester. Choral Song was written at Exeter, and is the
third of his ﬁrst set of Three Pieces for Chamber Organ (1842), both sets having been written for the organ at
Killerton House, Broadclyst, Exeter, the home of Wesley’s pupil Lady Acland, to whom they are dedicated.
Despite being written for a chamber organ, its march-like quality and use of thick chords demand the full
resources of a cathedral instrument.
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This hymn’s text is by the English priest Samuel J. Stone (1839-1900). It makes important historic and
theological statements about the Church in every stanza. Christ is the foundation of the Church, which is
diverse, yet uniﬁed. The Church experiences strife, turmoil, heresy, and schisms in its struggle to carry out
God’s will on earth. The last stanza is a message of hope, as the earthly Church is joined under the Trinity
with the saints who have gone on to their eternal rest. The tune is by Samuel Sebastian Wesley, who is the
grandson of Charles Wesley (1707-1788).
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Clay Stevenson is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Music at Elon University, and serves as the
Director of Music for Front Street’s Aldersgate service. His professional focus centers on music production,
critical listening, and live sound. He also serves as director for the student ensemble Techtronica. As a creator,
Stevenson crafts original scores for regional and national ad agencies, most recently for the UN-AIDS
international ad campaign. He also produces original music for regional artists and independent ﬁlms.
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Ruth Duck is an ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ and former professor of worship at GarrettEvangelical Theological Seminary. She received the doctor of theology degree in worship and theology from
Boston University School of Theology in 1989. She has edited or co-edited three books of worship resources,
amid numerous other publications. Additionally, she has composed hundreds of theologically rich hymns,
many of which have been published in the hymnals of various denominations. This particular hymn recalls
numerous things Jesus says of himself in the Gospel of John. Dr. Duck was born in Washington, D.C., and
currently lives in Wilmette, IL.
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