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Prelude
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17th Sunday after Pentecost

Festival Toccata

Percy Fletcher (1879-1932)

As the prelude is played, prepare your home, yourself, and your family to enter into this time of worship.

Gathering
Make us to know your ways, O LORD; teach us your paths.
Lead us in your truth, and teach us, for you are the God of our salvation.

Hymn

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

UMH 400

1

The Word, read & proclaimed
Philippians 2:1-13
Since, then, we have encouragement in Christ, consolation from love, sharing in the Spirit, and
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selﬁsh ambition or conceit, but in humility
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work
in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

Sermon
“The Prospect of Humility”
Rev. Patrick Murphy

“Resurrection,” Ivanka Demchuk (b. 1990), Modern Icon Series, mixed media on canvas, Lviv, Ukraine.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was cruciﬁed under Pontius Pilate;
he suﬀered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and gloriﬁed,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
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And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Giving

“Cornerstone”

Hillsong Worship

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow;
Praise God, all creatures here below:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sending Forth
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work
within us; glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus for all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright Acknowledgements

All music is in the public domain or has been used with permission.

Worship Notes
Prelude
Percy Fletcher was a British composer of classical music, born in Derby. He worked as musical
director at London theatres including the Drury Lane Theatre and, from 1915 onward, His Majesty's
Theatre. He wrote ballads, works for chorus, and suites for light orchestra, organ voluntaries for
church use, as well as pieces commissioned for brass band competitions. The Festival Toccata is a
staple warhorse of English organ music. It was composed in 1915 and dedicated to Edwin Lemare
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(1865-1934), the great turn-of-the-century English-American organist. The piece contains three
sections: the opening, toccata-like section, which returns at the end, and a middle, fanfare-like
section, which uses the English-style tuba stop.
Hymn
Born of humble parents, Robert Robinson (1735-1790), the author of this hymn’s text, could not
aﬀord schooling for the ministry, so he was apprenticed at fourteen to a London barber and
hairdresser. After a dissolute youth, he was converted by George Whiteﬁeld (1714-1770) and became
a Calvinistic Methodist minister. Like Jacob, who raised an Ebenezer (a stone altar which signiﬁed
that God had brought him thus far), Robinson confesses how great a debtor he is to the grace of God,
as are we all. The tune NETTLETON ﬁrst appeared in John Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part
Second in 1813. It is named after the famous nineteenth-century evangelist, Ahasel Nettleton
(1783-1844), but there is no evidence that we was the composer.
Oﬀertory
Hillsong Worship, based in Sydney, Australia, is a collective of musicians and singers whose stated
goal is “to serve the global Church and equip believers everywhere with songs of Holy Spirit power
that exalt and glorify the Name of Jesus, build the Church and fuel revival on the earth.” This
morning’s song, “Cornerstone,” centers us on Jesus Christ as the foundation of all that we are as the
church and all that we are as human beings in God’s world. The stanzas of the song recall the beloved
hymn “My Hope Is Built,” and serve as a declaration of faith that Jesus Christ, and no other, is Lord of
all, regardless of what life is or becomes.
Sending Forth
Today’s benediction comes from Ephesians 3:20-21, and was written by the Apostle Paul. His prayer
points us back to the main thing: the boundary-crossing reach of God’s miraculous grace in Jesus
Christ that exceeds all expectations and possibilities in our lives.
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